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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


ACONFERENCE has been called by representatives of voluntary 
organisations in the new towns to discuss ways and means of 
ensuring the provision of adequate facilities for social and 
community activities. p. 418 

CORNWALL COUNTY COUNCIL are to hold a limited 
competition for the design of a secondary modern school at 
Falmouth, which is estimated to cost £184,000. p. 421 


MR. FREDERICK GIBBERD’S designs for the new central 
terminal buildings for London Airport are shown on p. 425 


THE SUPPLY of linoleum is the subject of a new reference made 
by the Board of Trade to the Monopolies and Restrictive 
Practices Commission. p. 447 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES in Scotland have been asked by the 
Department of Health to issue building licences without question, 
save for the normal planning and by-law consents, to any person 
who wishes to build a house of not more than 1,500 sq. ft. and 
any builder who wishes to build up to 12 houses of not more 
than 1,500 sq. ft. p. 452 








THE PROBLEM OF HOLIDAYS 


YEAR by year the problems created by the wide extension 

of the summer holiday habit become more and more 
acute, so that for several months in each year business and 
industry works under a condition of disturbance, with 
depleted staffs and interrupted communications. Individually, 
the habit of a regular break in the year’s work in which to 
rest the mind and invigorate the body is a good one, which 
can pay handsome dividends in individual output. The 
human machine runs sweeter for an overhaul, like its 
mechanical counterpart. But the essential condition in which 
this truism can prove itself is that the holiday-maker, when he 
arrives back to work, can get on with his job in a normal way. 


It is difficult to argue a case for holidays for some and no 
holidays for others, and the natural fairmindedness of the 
Englishman is bound to concede the justice of the principle 
of holidays with pay for every man and woman who earns 

Privilege by hard work and conscientious endeavour. 
Yet it was a fact, only a few years ago, that the majority in the 
country had no regular holidays other than those few public 
holidays which occupied three or four long week-ends in 
the year ; and that most of them seemed to find this stimulus 

cient for their purposes, however much they may have 
longed for a more extended break. Nor does the new régime 

Justice seem to have created a fresh zest for work which 

lidays are designed to bring about. Is there a case for 
saying that the workers who use their brains more than their 

need this annual overhaul, while those whose efforts 
are mainly physical do not? It would be a very brave man 
who Would now give voice to that thesis, although past 
*xperience seems to show that there was something in it. 


Can it be argued that justice of this kind can be attained 


only by degrees, and that we cannot yet afford it? Certainly 
there are many other manifestations of social justice which 
have come to fruition long after they have been first recognised. 
But, if we are frank with ourselves, this sort of argument will 
not stand, because when once right is recognised, and the 
power to accept it is at hand, we have but the one choice to 
make. And thus we find ourselves committed to the 
principle of holidays for all, while still recognising that the 
national effort suffers thereby. 


The difficulties are nowhere more apparent than in an 
architect’s office, and particularly in the smaller type of office, 
for there each individual is relatively more important and 
utterly indivisible. In an office of half a dozen, for instance, 
where the absence of two together would mean a reduction of 
one-third of the staff, the holiday period, under a one-man- 
at-a-time rule, will occupy the whole of three months; and 
when account is taken of the overlapping time during which 
one man is preparing to go and another picking up the strings 
on return, we run up against a major disturbance on that 
account alone. This is one which is of long standing, for 
architects were always well among the holiday-makers. It is 
rather the fact that there are now additional complications 
to add to the disorder which urges upon us the need for some 
sort of new order to ensure that the affairs of the country shall 
be attended to throughout the year. It is now the custom 
for many building firms to close down entirely for a week ; 
the committees of local and other authorities now tend to go 
into recess through one of the summer months without 
leaving emergency measures behind them for the conduct 
of business. So it comes about that the architect, however 
well he may have organised his departure and return, and 
however ready he is to resume his activities, is apt to find 
himself frustrated by other difficulties over which he has 
no control. It is no exaggeration to say that it takes twice as 
long to get a building job organised and started in the summer 
as a similar operation takes in the remainder of the year. 

This is a very real problem which calls for urgent attention, 
and until we have solved it the gap left in our building effort 
will widen, and the cost of our relaxations will continue to 
bear upon the already high cost of building. We feel that 
the whole question needs thorough exploration by all the 
interests concerned and that a little of that alarming process 
knewn as “ planning” should be applied to its solution. It 
is no easy matter to cure, and we should be doing a dis- 
service if we persuaded ourselves that there is an easy pre- 
scription to hand. But that is not to say that there is nothing 
to be done about it, because if we went on indefinitely piling 
up trouble, the time would come when there would be no 
jobs from which to take holidays. 


It might be worth a trial for architects to take a leaf out of. 


the builders’ book, and see whether they could not limit the 
office disturbance to a shorter period by closing down entirely 
for one week, with one half of the staff taking the other week 
before, and the other half after, so limiting the period of 
maximum disturbance to three weeks only of the summer. It 
is easy to see that some difficulties might be created by such 
an arrangement, for buildings often have their crises which 
cannot be ignored. But the architectural ‘eager is a very 
friendly one, and it might well be possible to devise means 
whereby neighbourly help could be organised to cover the 
extreme emergency. But mainly, however, it would be a 
matter for office organisation to see that such a break was 
properly planned in advance and in retrospect, so that things 
could run smoothly during the break. 

What a relief it would be to the average architect in a busy 
office to feel that the summer presented only one relatively 
short problem instead of a series of minor upsets stretching 
from the late spring until the early autumn. But perhaps 
the problem is now looming too large and too near the eye, 
and that in the cool of the autumn evenings we shall see it in 
less alarming proportions. 
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NEW TOWN AMENITIES 
CONFERENCE on Social Facilities in 
New Towns has been called by repre- 
sentatives of voluntary organisations in the 
new towns to discuss ways and means of 
ensuring the provision of adequate facili- 
ties fot social and community activities. 

The conference will take place on 
October 10, at the Victoria Hall, Blooms- 
bury-square, WC1. Speakers will include 
Joseph Trenaman, the Bishop of St. 
Albans, S. H. Todd, Percy Wales, E. 
Sewell Harris, W. A. Thomas, Lord and 
Lady Beveridge, D. R. Moriarty, K. H. 
Turner, and many other residents of the 
new towns. The morning session will 
deal with ‘‘ What Facilities are Needed ?”’ 
and-in the afternoon the conference will 
discuss “‘ What is Most Needed and Who 
Will Pay ?”’ 

The new towns are growing rapidly 
and in all cases there is an active demand 
for a full social life ; new societies catering 
for a wide variety of interests are springing 
up in larger numbers. But the provision 
of buildings and facilities for social and 
group activities is lagging seriously behind 
the need. .The priority given to housing 
has been so dominant that few permits 
have been obtainable for social amenities, 
and the natural growth of a healthy 
community life is sadly handicapped. 

Representations have been made to the 
Government by various bodies, including 
national organisations and the develop- 
ment corporations. Now the voluntary 
societies in the new towns are themselves 
taking a hand in pressing for more priority 
for buildings and facilities for their 
purpose. 

Particulars and tickets for the con- 
ference from the Secretary, Conference 
Steering Committee, 28, King-street, 
London, WC2. 


BUILDING STATISTICS 


Tue Centra STATISTICAL OFFICE have 
prepared an analysis of production and 
investment in the building and contracting 
industry.. This is contained in a Blue 
Book of 98 closely packed pages that has 
now been published. These estimates 
of national income and expenditure cover 
the seven post-war years ending with last 
year. In the building and contracting 
industries last year, out of a gross product 
of £885m., there were allocated to profits 
and trading income £145m., and towards 
employees’ income £740m. From 1948 
to 1952 the increase in real production 
was 4 per cent., and in employees’ income 
38 per cent. During the same period the 
increase in profits was 18 per cent. 


A NOVEL CHAPEL 


Le Corsusier is responsible for the 
design of a novel chapel in the Vosges. 
This.is the Chapel of Ronchamp near 
Belfort, which was destroyed during the 
war. It is now being rebuilt to a design 
made by Le Corbusier in the form of a 
shell. The roof collects rainwater and 
shoots it into a reservoir. 


SELLING PRICE OF HOUSES 


REFERENCE to the control of selling 
prices of houses is made in a letter received 
Mr. Norman Dodds, Labour MP for 








NOTES & NEWS 


THE BUILDER 


Dartford, Kent. In the absence of Mr. 
Macmillan, the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, a private secretary 
stated : ‘“‘ The Minister will be announc- 
ing his decision on the future of the 
control of the selling price of houses built 
under licence immediately after the recess.”’ 

The sale of these houses is controlled 
under the Housing Act, 1949. Mr. 
Dopps said last week that owners of 
identical property, which was not con- 
trolled, were able to sell at £600 to £700 


more. 


WILTSHIRE WHITE HORSE 


THe Wuite Horse of Westbury, giant 
figure cut in the chalk of the Wiltshire 
Downs beside the main railway line from 
London to the south-west peninsula, is 
to undergo its first complete renovation 
since 1778. 'The work has been entrusted 
to W. E. Chivers and Co., Ltd., builders, 
of Devizes, who are now engaged in fitting 
in drains and in carrying out tests to find a 
suitable chalk and cement mixture for re- 
surfacing the horse. 

The exact origin of this figure is 
unknown. Some enthusiasts suggest that 
it was originally the Dragon of Wessex, cut 
to commemorate Alfred the Great’s 
victory over the Danes in the near vicinity, 
and that successive restorations changed 
its form to that of a horse. What is 
certain is that the 1778 restoration 
converted a horse of the cart breed into one 
of the blood kind and that later operations 
have made no real alteration. It is 
equally certain that jealous eyes will 
watch to see that the present horse does 
not change. 

It is, in fact, hoped to make the horse 
permanent as the result of the work now 
being started. Ministry of Works officials 
are inspecting the small portion already 
filled in at the tip of the tail and, provided 
the experimental mixture proves a success, 
it will be used over the entire surface, 
the chalk being removed to the depth of a 
foot and replaced by the compound. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 


THE Quantity Surveyors’ Committee 
of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors have elected the following as 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
RIBA.—Travelling exhibition, “ Home and Sur- 
roundings.’’ - South-Eastern Gas Board Showrooms. 
Maidstone. Continuing until October 3. 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
INCORPORATED ASSOCIATION OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SuRVEYORS.—Symposium on the testing and stress 
grading of timber. Institution of Civil Engineers, Great 
George-street, SW1. 10 a.m. 
fe WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
LMBA (SouTHERN ARFA).—Luncheon and talk by 
Mr. H. T. Burke, FIQS, on “Centractors’ Claims Under 


the RIBA Form of Contract.’ Cafe Royal, North End, 
Croydon. 1p.m. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 
ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE—‘“ Grimsby Main 
Drainage,”” by Mr. S. W. Norman, AMICE, and “A 
Modern Abbatoir—Before and After,” by Mr. Harold 
Parkinson. Town Hall, Grimsby. 11.30 pm. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 
VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseuM.—Exhibition of 
aanet Senas — Mag Pe Vv. Spay A. + sonaing 
ensi' a is -m. Continu- 

ing until April 1954, erage goa 


ETHNAL GREEN MUSEUM.—Bewick Bi tenary 
Exhibition. Bethnal Green Museum. Continuing 
sane pre 8 ga 14. Weekdays, 10a.m.to 6 p.m.; 

undays, 2. p.m, 
LONDON ASSOCIATION OF MASTER STONE MASONS.— 
Appren’ Prize-giving. 47, Bedford-square, WC1. 
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“* We've done our best our- 
selves but I think it’s a 
matter for the State !”’ 











their officers for the session 1953-1954: 
Chairman, Mr. E. Harold Palmer, FRICS 
(London); vice-chairman, Mr. G. P. 
Vale, FRICS (Wolverhampton); _hon- 
orary secretary, Mr. W. James, FRICS 
(London). 


RPS PICTORIAL EXHIBITION 


CONTINUING its policy of arranging 4 
series of special exhibitions to mark its 
centenary year, instead of a single exhibi- 
tion of all types of photography, as in 
normal years, The Royal Photographic 
Society is at present showing in its house 
at 16, Princes Gate, Kensington, SW’, 
a selection of pictorial photographs in 
monochrome, comprising prints, trans- 
parencies and stereoscopic material, of a 
very high standard. The general subject 
matter of the photographs is varied but 
there is more portraiture and less landscape 
than usual, and included in the former 
category is a very fine portrait of Dr. J. L. 
Martin, FRIBA, Architect to the London 
County Council, by Miss Margaret Harker, 
FRPS. : 

Those readers who are interested m 
photography will find this exhibition well 
worth a visit. It is open from M 
to Friday from 10 a.m. to 5.30 p@ 
and on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 7 pm. 
until October 17. Admission is free. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT - 


The firm of Mr. W. Boyp Scot’, ee 
surveyor, of Rhyl and Wrexham, has now Bay, 
to Central Chambers, 10, emmy et. Soort KN 
North Wales, under the name of MEssks. up-to-date 
PARTNERS. They will be pleased to receive 
catalogues and data. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1853 
Saturday, September 17, 1853. 


Weits CATHEDRAL.—The dean and 
chapter intend at once to take the necess#y 
steps for the purpose of securing the 
statues in the west Sages of i = : 
from the danger ing 
niches. 'The dean, we —. has taken uP 
the subject personally, and ‘t 's 
stood that ae only will the statues be 
secured in their niches, but also repaired 
and restored. 
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Stone houses at Bourton-on-the-Hill, North 


COTSWOLD HOUSING 


HE 1,000th house to be built by the 

North Cotswold RDC was opened 

by the Speaker of the House of Commons, 

Mr. W. S. Morrison, at Bourton-on-the- 
Hill, on July 18. 

He said that the houses being opened 
that day were an apt illustration of the 
beauty of the buildings in the Cotswolds 
and of the expert craftsmanship to be 
found in the area. 


Mr, E. Belcher, stonemason, with his carving . 


BUILDER 


At the opening ceremony, Mrs. F. C. 
Spurgin, JP, chairman of the Housing 
Development Committee, on behalf of 
the North Cotswold RDC, presented the 
Speaker with the Queen’s cypher in stone, 
similar to that which is being put on everv 





Cotswold. The house on the left is that opened by the Speaker of the House of Commons. 


group of council houses erected in the 
area during Coronation Year. 

The housing scheme in which the 
1,000th dwelling was included was de- 
signed by Mr. Thomas Bateman, ARIBA, 
the contractors being Messrs. Steward. 


is bus shelter at of old Cotswold stone given by local 
The roof slates and walls of this bus shelter at Blackley me of S08 SAMS ‘pti cher. Designed by 


residents. Inside is the Queen’s cypher 
Mr. R. A, Smeeton, ARIBA, and Mr. 


E. Yoxall, it was built by Mr. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE WOKINGHAM SCHOOL 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—You printed in your issue of 
July 31 a letter from me in which 
were raised a number of points connected 
with the M of E experimental school at 
Wokingham. I have now received a reply 
from the Ministry (dated August 28) of 
which I enclose a copy in case you should 
wish to publish it. 
C.S. F. Witts [OBE, 'TD, CC]. 
30, Omer-avenue, Margate. 


[ copy] 


Dear Cot. Witts,—I am replying to 
your letter of August 4 about the Woking- 
ham School. 

The letter to the Editor of The Builder, 
of which you enclosed a. copy, appears 
to misrepresent a number of facts which 
are on record, and to contain several 
unwarranted implications. It is well 
known that the campaign for better value 
for money in school building which has 
been conducted by the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and local education authorities began 
long before the building of the Woking- 
ham School. Building Bulletin No. 1, 
containing suggestions on the design of 
primary schools, was published in October, 
1949, and Building Bulletin No. 2, dealing 
with secondary schools, was published 
in February, 1950. At this date, only 
45 rew post-war secondary schools had 
been completed. The relationship of 
the work on the Wokingham project to 
Bulletin No. 2 is explained in paragraph 12 
of the Introduction to Building Bulletin 
No. 8. 

It is, of course, natural to wish that it 
had been possible to obtain the saving 
sooner. The economies have, however, 
resulted from experience and careful 
study of the various administrative, educa- 
tior.al and technical problems which are 
involved in educational building. No 
new schools were designed between 1939 
and 1946; the staffs of local education 
authorities and of the Ministry were 
dispersed during the war; experience 
of post-war building conditions and of 
educational requirements resulting from 
the 1944 Act had to be accumulated. The 
history of the experimental school, which 
was under discussion in 1944 and 1945, 
is significant in this connection. This 
project (which was, incidentally, proposed 
to the Kent Authority by the then Board 
of Education in a letter dated January 3, 
1944) was first transferred to another area 
because of the flying bomb attacks, and 
then abandoned because the estimated cost 
was excessive—almost £360 a place for a 
primary school. 

I am not quite sure what you have in 
mind when you refer to the ‘“ 1951 
Bulletin.”’ Four Building Bulletins were, in 
fact, published during 1951—Nos. 2A, 
4,5 and 6. Possibly you have in mind the 
Standards for School Premises Regula- 
tions, 1951.. These have played a rela- 
tively small part in achieving the savings 
which have been made in the cost of new 
schools. The savings have, in fact, been 
secured mainly in matters which have 
never been specified in the Building 
Regulations. Nor have the savings de- 
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pended solely on reduction of area or 
cube ; while the superficial area of new 
schools has been reduced by over 30 per 
cent., the cost per square foot has been 
reduced by 20 per cent. in terms of con- 
stant prices, making a total saving of 
about 50 per cent. It is, of course, a 
relatively simple matter to make savings 
by reducing the size of the building. The 
problem in educational building has been 
to maintain, or even increase, the area of 
teaching accommodation within a smaller 
total area. 

The contractual procedure of local 
authorities is governed by Section 266 
of the Local Government Act, 1933, and 
by their Standing Orders. The Ministry 
has no power to require the adoption of 
any particular procedure by local authori- 
ties. 

The payment of fees in respect of certain 
abandoned projects in Kent.has been dealt 
with in previous correspondence, early 
in 1951. 

With regard to the site at the Wayside 
Estate, Chatham, when extensive housing 
estates are being laid out it is only prudent 
for the local education authority to take 
steps in good time to acquire land for 
schools. 

Yours very truly, 


W. L. ALLINsOoN, 
Assistant Private Secretary 
to Minister of Education. 


THE SOANE BICENTENARY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— Anyone who has studied the life 
and work of Soane, the Bicentenary 
of whose birth was commemorated last 
week, must have been struck by the 
similarity of his period to our own. 
Some twenty years of the middle period 
of his professional life were taken up by 
the Napoleonic Wars; building was 
almost at a standstill ; labour and materials 
were scarce and costs were high. ‘That 
Soane could handle the whole panoply of 
the Classic style as well as any of his 
contemporaries is shown both in his early 
designs and his late works, but it is in his 
middle period that he displays his charac- 
teristic genius, and there can be no doubt 
that this was stimulated by the conditions 
of the time. 

Soane was appointed architect to the 
Bank of England in 1788, and it was the 
need for constant and rapid additions to 
this building, as a result of the enormous 
increase in the National Debt, that gave 
him the greatest opportunities of his 
career. The influence of his predecessor 
at the Bank, Sir Robert Taylor, and of 
his old master George Dance has of 
course long been recognised, but one 
has only to compare Taylor’s Reduced 
Annuities Office with, say, Soane’s own 
Reduced Annuities or the 3} per cent. 
Consols Office, to see how completely 
Taylor was excelled. 

Soane stripped Classical architecture 
down to its bare essentials and gave them 
a character of his own; and what beauty 
he created with his slim arches and simple 
domical ceilings and lanterns, aided by 
such exiguous decorative devices as incised 
lines and deftly disposed roundels. Soane 
was the modernist of his day, and mean 
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and jealous rivals made him pay for his 
modernism. The effect of this Criticism 
on an already tortured mind nearly drove 
him distracted. How tragic it ig fo, 
architecture that in our own time so m, 
of this wonderful work should have been 
deliberately destroyed. 

To-day architects are no doubt working 
under greater difficulties than any Soan. 
knew, but his career stands as an examp|: 
and a stimulus to all. The doubt tha 
remains is whether the stringencies of 
our times are being used to produce , 
comparable beauty. SENESCHAL. 


SALT-GLAZED PIPES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Why is it that salt-glazed pipes 
which are described as being Best 
quality are actually the worst quality, 
other than Seconds, and this is most 
certainly true as regards price, so that the 
word Best as used in this sense is a com- 
plete contradiction? No manufacturer 
purposely makes poor pipes; they are 
accidental and it is only by grading them 
to meet the required measurements, 
absorption and compression strength of 
the respective qualities, that a standard is 
arrived at. 

To correct this misnomer, I suggest 
the grades should either be lettered or 
numbered. 

Whilst talking about pipes, there is 
another point that intrigues me. I think 
it fair to compare a salt-glazed pipe-line 
with a chain, for as the strength of a chain 
is according to its weakest link, then the 
strength of a pipe-line is according to its 
weakest joint or pipe. Yet what do we 
find? In the case of British Standard 
pipes which are very often specified and 
cost 10 per cent. above the so-called Best, 
it is only necessary for 5 per cent. of the 
pipes to be hydraulically tested, and ! 
four-fifths of these withstand the test, the 
whole of the pipes represented have to be 
accepted, leaving 95 per cent. of the pipes 
untested hydraulically. 

The point I am trying to make 1s that 
so-called “‘ Best quality ’’ pipes from an} 
well-known trade manufacturer will with- 
stand the 5 per cent. hydraulic test, 
why pay 10 per cent. extra for Britsh 
Standard quality ? V. SIMMONS. 


Worcester Park, Surrey. 


WHEN IS A TOWER NOT A TOWER? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I quite agree with Mr. Paget 
S Mb cet Of | September 11) 
parts of a building and things gene 1 
should be specifically named ; Price 
also suggest that dictionaries should ha 
a sense of unanimity. While the —. 
Oxford Dictionary may be looks 
illustrate Mr. Paget’s point, if one '0™ 
at another well-known dictions, 
“ Chambers’s Twentieth Century, 
reads: ‘ 'Tower—a lofty building, § : 
ing alone or forming part of fioee 
building.” Perhaps it was in that 8 


that Mr. Grindrod described the 5% 
Chicago Coach Terminal Building, “ 
when one asks: ‘“ When is a Tower ra 
a Tower?” the answer would appes 
be, “when it’s a Campanile becaust 
contains a bell.’”’ G. W. Hanns. 
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Drawn by F, A. Evans. 


COMPETITION FOR NEW STATE HOSPITAL, DOHA. 
JOHN R. HARRIS, A4Dipl, ARIBA, ARCHITECT. 


SAINT SOPHIA OF OCHRIDA 


Restoration of a Yugoslav Church 
HE structural instability and decaying 
condition of the remarkable Church 
of Saint Sophia of Ochrida have of late 
years given concern to the Yugoslav 
Government, who in 1951 requested 
Unesco to send a mission of experts to 
study the measures required for its 
preservation and repair. The church 
is one of the most ancient and important 
in Macedonia, having been founded 
during the reign of Czar Samuel (976- 
1014), who made Ochrida the capital of 
an independent Balkan State and the seat 
of a patriarchate. 

Despite the alterations the church has 
undergone through the centuries, it 
remains of great historic and aesthetic 
interest, both as an example of architec- 
tural style showing the Byzantine influences 
characteristic of medieval churches in 
the Balkans and for the frescoes still in 
existence on its walls beneath the layers 
of whitewash with which they were later 
covered, 

The mission of experts, comprising 
Mr. Ferdinando Forlati, Superintendent 


of Monum« nts, Venice (head of the 
mission), Mir. Cesare Brandi, Director, 
of the Cer Institute for Restoration, 
Rome, and Mr. Y. Froidevaux, Chief 
\rchitect charge of French Monu- 
ments, Par working in co-operation 
with Yugoslsv experts, having thoroughly 
examined t). building drew up a report 
recording it. history, describing its present 
condition | the causes of its deteriora- 
tion, and esting technical methods of 
restoration ‘This report has now been 
published Unesco as number IV of its 
series “" ms and Monuments,”’ and 
issued in | ountry by the Ministry of 
Educatior ISO, price 5s.). 

The re which is fully illustrated 
by diag: itic plans, sections and 
¢levations by 16 photographs showing 
exterior nterior views and details 
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(including some of the frescoes), clearly 
indicates the desperate condition of the 
building. Some of the vaulting has 
collapsed, walls are dangerously out of 
plumb, and damp and decay are every- 
where in evidence. The remedies pro- 
posed by the mission and the method of 
their carrying out are full of technical 
interest, and it is apparent that they should 
be put into effect without delay. The 
most urgent work necessary for the 
preservation of the frescoes is already in 


hand. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
SECONDARY SCHOOL, FALMOUTH 

CoRNWALL CounTy CowuNcIL have 
arranged to hold a limited competition for 
the design of the proposed Secondary 
Modern School, Falmouth, which is 
estimated to cost £184,000. Mr. Howard 
V. Lobb, CBE, FRIBA, has been ap- 
pointed assessor. 

Registered architects who wish to 
compete should apply to Mr. E. T. Verger, 
Clerk to the County Council, County Hall, 
Truro, Cornwall, by October 31. From 
the applications received a limited number 
will be selected to compete, each com- 
petitor receiving £350 for the preparation 
of his design. 7 

It is expected that the competition con- 
ditions will be available early in November, 
and that a period of one month will be 
available in which competitors may raise 
any questions, the final design to be sub- 
mitted by the middle of March next year. 


CITY ENGINEER TO RETIRE 

Mr. J. M. Cot.ig, City Engineer and 
Town Planning Officer to Sheffield City 
Council, is to retire in the early part of 
next vear, after 40 years’ service in the 
department. He became City Engineer 
and Surveyor in 1941, having been 
Assistant City Engineer since 1934, He was 
appointed Town Planning Officer in 1945. 
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Perspective of winning design. 





COMPETITION 
DOHA HOSPITAL 
Designs Placed Second and Third 


we published are the designs placed 
second (by Messrs. Alister G. 
MacDonald, FRIBA, and Eric D. Maid- 
ment, ARIBA) and third (by Dr. C. L. P. 
Franck, ARIBA) in the competition for a 
new State Hospital at Doha, Persian 
Gulf, for the Government of Qatar. The 
winning design (by Mr. John R. Harris, 
AADipl, ARIBA) was illustrated last 
week. The assessor was Mr. Alexander S. 
Gray, FRIBA, of W. H. Watkins, Gray 
and Partners, whose report was also 
published last week. Following are 
extracts from the architects’ reports : 


DESIGN PLACED SECOND: ‘The site boun- 
daries have been condensed as much as 
possible in order to shut out, both zsthetically 
and physically, the sand and the broken stone 
grit of the arid landscape. The few public 
open spaces are artificially landscaped by 
using, as a relief, and in addition to the local 
limestone masonry, Persian blue green tiles 
and other cool colours. There are pierced 
walls for breeze ; arched recesses to produce 
shadows ; large-scale rectangular and hex- 
agonal slabs of coloured concrete woven in 
with cobbled mosaics to form courtyards ; 
expanses of terracing punctuated by flights of 
steps and very shallow bright blue tiled pools 
of sea water. The hospital and its buildings 
stand within a walled ‘* precinct,”” surrounded 
by its own tiled and paved terraces and large 
courts. 

The hospital buildings are sited (a) to take 
full advantage of rising ground to catch the 
prevailing breezes ; (5) to gain an uninter- 
rupted view of the sea from all ward units. 
The most compact and easily run hospital 
calls for a concentrated two-storey ward 
block. The residential quarters have been 
laid out in a manner traditional to this part 
of the world, i.e., one’s property is walled in 
and one’s house planned to look inward in 
order to protect against glare and sandstorm. 
Living-rooms lead to paved courts with 
ornamental tiles and (let it be suggested) 
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sea-water pools. The few plants and 
shrubs which exist grow in ornamental 
pots and tanks, all as described in 
Eastern Tales. This atmosphere, so 
essential and welcome as a relief from 
miles of sand and “ broken stone grit 
entirely devoid of vegetation,” can be 
created even in low-cost housing. 

This is in essence a small walled-in 
community linked by street architec- 
ture fashioned out of boundary walls 
and locally traditional entrances to 
individual ‘‘ compounds.”’ Local crafts- 
men will have every opportunity of 
using their native skills on local and 
imported materials such as alabaster 
and marble, in the hospital buildings, 
in the houses, in the site works and 
landscaping. The roads will not be 
recessed nor marked by raised curbs. 

Construction and Finish of the 
Hospital Buildings: ‘The two-storey 
ward block has an all protecting and 
solid load-bearing masonry wall along 
the south side and returning on the 
east and west flanks. ‘This provides 
in traditional manner protection from 
the elements on the land side. Towards 
the sea, 1.¢c., the north, the construction 
is open (a) to receive the prevailing 
winds, and (4) so that it will be possible 
without disturbing installation ducts 
to move partitions and obtain a different 
type of ward accommodation. Cross- 
walls are not load-bearing but built of 
faroush panelling infilling with a 
reinforced concrete column framing 
which bears on three sides on the 
masonry external walls. Any external 
filling on the north side between bal!- 
conies is of faroush panel infilling and 
jalousies. The floors are of hollow tiles 
and reinforced light-weight concrete 
construction, 


THIRD DESIGN 


DesiGN PLacep Tuirp: In order to 
provide the desired northern aspect to 
ull bedrooms, and the benefit of the 
view [over the sea] to the majority of 
them, an open plan has been adopted, 
by which the five wings housing the 
ward units run east and west, with the 
wards facing north and the ancillary 
rooms south. ‘To avoid ramps and in 
the absence of the amenity of lifts the 
hospital has been planned on one floor 
with the exception of such rooms as 
are not for patients. The layout 
enables all the internal clinical services 
to be concentrated in the centre of the 
building, where also supply departments 
have their points of issue, and inter- 
communication can take place over 
short distances and away from the 
public. The isolation wards, though 
physically connected to the main build- 
ing and air-conditioned, have been given 
a somewhat separated position to the 
east of the main entrance hall. Out- 
buildings are arranged in a separate 
block parallel to the administration. 
Residential quarters are planned along 
the continuation of the main access 
road on the eastern part of the site. 
The buildings generally would not be 
in reinforced concrete but in load- 
bearing random rubble, using floor- 
and-roof slabs in reinforced concrete. 
The total cubic contents are, 1,504,969 
cu. ft 


‘The designs are on view at the 
Building Centre until the extended 


date of September 19 
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Composite photograph of models of control, south-east face and eastern apex buildings, in just relationship. 


Proposed New Central Terminal Buildings, London Airport 


FREDERICK GIBBERD FRIBA, MTPI, ARCHITECT 
Minister of Civil Aviation, in London on Wednesday. 
Further illustrations and details of the proposals will be 


given in next week’s issue. 


SHOWN in these pages are Mr. Frederick Gibberd’s 


te 


designs for new central terminal buildings for London 


Airport. ‘These were introduced by Mr. Lennox-Boyd, 
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View of model of the eastern apex building from the air, looking north. 
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View of the south-east face passenger building from the land side. 
Vtew of north elevation of the model of the central block. 
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View from the south-west. 


CALFHILL COURT: FLATS FOR SINGLE WOMEN, GLASGOW 


A Saltire Society Award for 1952 


City Architect and Planning Officer 
A. G. JURY, FRIBA, FRIAS 


7a scheme comprises 60 flats for single women, 
1 three-apartment caretaker’s flat and office 
and a large common room with small kitchen and 
lavatory. Each flat contains a living-room with bed 
alcove, a fully equipped kitchen and bathroom and 
storage space for linen and cloaks. 

The bed alcove, which may be curtained off from 


Builders 
L. K. MACKENZIE & PARTNERS, LTD. 


the living-room, has a built-in wardrobe and _ is 
provided with a french window leading out to a small 
private balcony. 

The staircases are distempered sky blue, with 
broken white soffits, and the handrails are dark wood 
with white balusters. Space heating and domestic 
hot water are supplied from a central boiler house. 


sen oceanse 








Layout plan. 
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Ground-floer plan. 
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The living-room in each flat has a small electric 


Lf 


ae 


fire in a tile surround with book shelving alongside. ; 
The walls in the living-rooms are silver grey and the a } 
ric wes shell pink; ceilings and woodwork are a : 
painted white. ee : ‘: 

[he structure is brick cavity walls, with 5 in. hyrib ‘5. ‘ 
floors with cement screed and “ Marley ”’ tiles. . ' 


Externally the walls are roughcast treated with a 
flesh pink distemper. Edges and soffits of balconies 
are ivory and the railings are painted grey. Entrance 
doors to flats and the wooden flower boxes are painted 
turquoise, While the main entrance doors to the 
building are french blue. The metal windows and 
projecting spars at eaves are painted white and the 
gutters are grev. The low pitched roof is covered 
with brown ‘‘ Bambino ”’ tiles. 

Following is a list of sub-contractors and suppliers : 
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Sub-contractors.—Metal doors and windows, Crittall 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; glazing work, A. S. Wright 
and Co., Ltd.; asphalt tile flooring, Marley Tile Co., 
Ltd. ; plumbing work, D. and R. Fulton ; electrical work, 
Small and McDonald, Ltd. ; painting work, Muir Decora- 
tors, Ltd. ; heating and domestic hot water installations, 
G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; balcony railings, P. and R. 
Fleming and Co. ; roughcast ai.d roof tiler, Charles Wilson 
(Glasgow), Ltd.; asphalt work, Limmer and Trinidad Lake 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; tile surrounds to electric fires, 
Alexander Dunn, Ltd. 

Suppliers.—Facing bricks, Auchinlea Brick and Sand 
Co. ; roof tiles, Colthurst, Symons and Co., Ltd. ; external 
doors, John Weston and Co., Ltd. ; ironmongery, George 
Boyd and Co., Ltd.; lanterns at entrances, R. Smith 
and Co.; gas incinerators, Wm. Sugg and Co., Ltd. ; 
gas cookers, Flavel, Ltd. ; gas washboilers, W. H. Dean 
and Son, Ltd.; electric fires, H. Frost and Co., Ltd. ; 
external distemper, Arthur Sanderson and Sons (Scotland), View of west entrance. 
Ltd.; common room furnishings, Elders Charing Cross ; : 
concrete slab floors, Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd. 
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CALFHILL COURT: 
FLATS FOR SINGLE WOMEN, 
GLASGOW 
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Detail of balconies at southern end of the 
centre block. 
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General view from Regent-road. 






CANADA STORE, REGENT ROAD, LIVERPOOL 


Architects 
MONTAGU EVANS & SON 


HE unusual problem of the design of cold stores 

is one that has attracted considerable research, 

both as to the details of construction and also the 
difficulties of architectural design. In this case the 
previous building was completely destroyed by enemy 
action, and the architects have, therefore, had an 
opportunity of planning a cold store to incorporate 
the modern methods of design, layout and construction. 
The specialised functional requirements of this 
building have, therefore, to a large extent, dictated 
the block massing and overall design of this scheme. 
To maintain the harmony of function and design the 
architects have concentrated on simplicity and per- 
fection of brickwork rather than on superficial orna- 
mentation. ‘The main problem was to ensure com- 
plete insulation of the cold store blocks from the 
tructure and from the ground. Experience has 


proved that, no matter how good the insulating material 


Builders 
R. COSTAIN & SONS (LIVERPOOL), LTD. 


employed, the time will come when leakages will occur 
resulting in contraction of steelwork. In order to 
minimise the effect of any such leakages, the building 
has been designed as a box within a box. In other 
words, a double steel framework is employed, of which 
the inner steel frame directly takes the floors, cork 
floor insulation and superimposed weights of the cold 
store, but is tied to the outer steel frame with a mini- 
mum number of tie rods to ensure lateral stability. 
This outer steel frame supports the external brick 
wall panels and cork wall insulation. ‘The whole of 
the interior steel frame is, therefore, capable of slight 
movement independently of the external steel frame. 

In order that the building may be run efficiently 
any portion of it must be available for deep freezing, 
even while other portions (perhaps on the same floor) 
are devoted to shallow freezing cold chambers, or, 


indeed, cold chambers with a temperature above 
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which These 


stanchions bear upon precast blocks resting on the 


work, rests on_ small stanchions. 
insulation over the top floor, and thus there is no 
connection between the steelwork of the main roof 
and the steelwork of the main building. 

The main cold storage block has been divided into 


three areas by expansion joints, and the main brick 
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frecing point. ‘This requires the most efficient type 
of lation throughout the store, and after consider- 
able research it was decided to employ slab cork 
i ition. 

cork insulation varies in thickness in the 
external walls from 10 in. to 6 in. on the major part of 
the first, second and third floors. The main roof is 
insilated by a 9 in. thickness of cork, as also are the 


nd floor and those portions of the first floor which 


overhang the ground floor. All internal partitions 
within the cold store are constructed in cork with a 
thickness of 6 in., and concrete dunnage battens are 
placed at approximately 18 in. intervals along all walls 
and partition surfaces. 

In order to avoid frost penetrating into the ground, 
the whole of the ground floor 1s at a level of 3 ft. 5 in. 
above the surface of the ground, and the space under 
allow for 


the ground floor has been left open to 


maximum ventilation. 

The construction of the roof over the cold store 
also employs arrangements for free air ventilation. 
The ceiling over the third floor is in the form of a 
flat roof completely insulated and made watertight, 
and the whole is covered by the pitch roof of the 
building. ‘The main roofing is formed in three bays 
of asbestos sheeting supported on a light steel frame- 





































panels have been designed to fit into the joints on the 
concrete casing to the piers of the external walls of the 
cold store. The joints between the panels and the 
piers have been set in mastic so as to allow for any 
slight movement which might occur by reason of 
shrinkage or expansion of the steelwork. 

The office block comprises a building of two floors 
facing Regent-road, and at the rear of tke offices is 
situated the engine room, workshops, store canteen 


and lavatory accommodation. 


Following is a list of the sub-contractors :— 

Banister, Walton and Co., Ltd., structural steel ; Franki 
Compressed Pile Co., Ltd., foundation piles, caps and 
teams; Armstrong Cork Co., Ltd., cork insulation ; 
J. and E. Hall, Ltd., refrigerating installation ; Bolton 
Gate Co., Ltd., Bostwick gates; John Booth and Sons 
(Po'ton), Ltd., rolling shutters ; Dodd and Oulton, Ltd., 
senitary Ferroconcrete (Lancashire), Ltd., pre- 
czst units for floors and roof of cold store block ; Williams 


goods ; 


ard Williams, Ltd., standard windows, dome lights and 
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Boardroom. 


W. and T. 
Avery, Ltd., fixed weighing machines ; Evans Lifts, Ltd., 
lifts ; Lathom Brick Co., bricks ; Luxfer, Ltd., skvlights; 
Twisteel Reinforcement, Ltd., barrel vault roof ; Haywards 
Ltd., reinforced concrete laylight ; John Hunter and Co. 


(Electrical Engineers), Ltd., electrical installation. 


Scie tele 


ee 
a > am 


ie tr. PG pps ~ 


Se ae eed Sek 


“a - ‘ ** te 
a (ene Sey ipl _ 


a 
par eek ot 


x 


> 


its tong 4 


no Bye 
SG 


stone; Concrete, Ltd., 


Navbro Stone, Ltd., artificial 
precast units for office, engine room and canteen block - 


William Morris and Bros., Ltd., plumbers ; Manchester 
Slate Co., askestos roofing ; Pollock Bros. (London), Ltd., 
plastering ; Carter and Co. (London), Ltd., wall tiling ; 


and Diespeker and Co., Ltd., terrazzo work. 


CANADA STORE, 
REGENT ROAD, 
LIVERPOOL 


Staircase. 
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Foyer to assembly 
hall, showing pay 
office. 


Conversion Scheme at Cockpit Yard, Holborn 


Architect to Holborn Borough Council 
S. A. G. COOK, ARIBA 
Quantity Surveyor 
OSWALD E. PARRATT, FRICS 
Builders 
C. P. ROBERTS & CO., LTD., AND TURNER & COOPER, LTD. 


Deputy Borough Architect 
E. L. IVES, LRIBA 


The assembiy hall. 
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S todd conversion scheme formed two 




















itracts; one entailing alterations . ; 
2 > - 
. . * ° a : 
to an existimg furniture repository to 3% i 
provide an assembly hall with a seating ee ; bi ; 
sss 5 ty . 
capa of about 350, and the other a t ee 
. ‘a + 
consisting of the adaptation of a ware- j _.__ =. oe N { 
house to form a civil defence headquarters. ~€ eo | 4 
=x x s r —. } : 
. . . - } % 
Assembly Hall.—The accommodation in he : ' . 
; i 3 
this building comprises an entrance lobby z teh Bie me 5 | me 
. ’ ’ : ie - | f 
and foyer, pay desk, ladies’ and men’s | ine | Ay 
cloakrooms, and kitchen with service pa <¢ 
% rTTTTT1T TTT 
direct into the hall. eeeeseeeauase: 
iv tl i 
The alterations were carried out during wn } Petter + ee 
- * i) os TTT TTT to t4 | : >, , 
the period when very strict capital cuts ! Ht A . 
emveauaueunuuany ee 
were imposed by the Government, and q eaaeeenenaess ‘Fe 
4 : rH b+t+ety 4 . 
the scheme has, therefore, had to be | i OO F } 
carried out with the very minimum pares r Sa aeaaePlataital . sa 
alteration and expenditure. The contract . q cor, co 3 Pa 
« tid] A & 
Ps -- N ik onan naan +44 « * 
figure amounted to £5,746. 9 . son veees 3: ‘ee 
ba) i iil j 
. ac » ce > F re ‘ > t+ ttt ttt tet - .s 
Colour has been used to great advantage | ee 4 3 gseessazesaes zs 
in transforming an unprepossessing ware- s Mitt ath Sar 
‘e.a8 N rth itth “yy sa} 
house type of building. a LE iy : ery 
The main contractors were C. P. g pe 


Roberts and Co., Ltd. Sub-contractors 
were as follows: 

Heating, Chas. P. Kinnell and Co.; 
electrical installation, Gratte Bros. ; floor 
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resurfacing, Hollis Bros. ; ventilation, Wm. 
Freer, Ltd. 

Suppliers.—Sanitary fittings, John Bolding, 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, Adrian Stokes ; electric 
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Plan of the conversion scheme 

































light fittings, Merchant Adventurers ; sliding és: WV 
shutters, G. Brady, Ltd.; Accotile floor, po Ea x oy 
Armstrong Cork Co. ; balustrades, H. and C. | 7 q i "4 
Davis, Ltd. ; curtains, R. J. Jefferys and Son ; W423 @ $- 7-222 - = 
furniture, A. Goslett, Ltd. mttl ttt1\5 2 | > 3 
Ciwil Defence H.Q.—It is interesting to N SHIT Ss Phoif = : 
note that the remains of an old cockpit —— “Hl q te : 
é 5 y M Nib 
from which the premises take their name, f ds SS , ae 
still exist under this part of the building. a ; ast * | . 
The headquarters provide accommoda- UT, ; 
tion for the Women’s Voluntary Services, 3 5 
and facilities for lectures, tactical exercises, 3 in ae: 
together with accommodation for changing : ; i ashes 2 
in connection with outside demonstrations 2 “fa 
and exercises. 5 : = 4 
The adaptations have been carried out ~ 3 
with the least possible expenditure and, - : 
with this in mind, no surfaces have been ~ 
plastered, but this has been more than 3 EF} = - : 
compensated for by bright contrasting ‘* i] | | i : ; 
colours used in a contemporary manner. , 
This again helps to offset the poorly | . ; 
lighted rooms. The contract figure g i : > Be 
amounted to £2,570. : . : ey 
‘T\© main contractors were Turner and | = = if 
Coo -r, Ltd., the sub-contractors being as = : : f : 
fol! iI ? i uy 
4) z : f 
I ng, Chas. P. Kinnell and Co.; j a_i a “Ts r 
ele il installation, W. T. Clarke and Co. ee “i: ; 
‘iers.—Sanitary fittings, John Bolding, Sens 5 E: ie 
Lt onmongery, Adrian Stokes ; partition te See HE 
bl Lignacite, Ltd. ui 
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A ribbed wall element about to be turned and placed and (right) a completed wall. 


A COLD STORE NEAR STOCKHOLM 


Prefabrication on a Large Scale 
By CHARLES H. SPORLE 








A SPACIOUS cold-storage plant housed 
“" in a prefabricated building has now 
been put into operation at Enskede in the 
southern suburbs of Stockholm. 

The rapid advance in chilling techniques 

has stimulated a demand for cold-storage 
in Sweden, and was the deciding factor in 
the choice of a prefabricated building of 
this type. 
_ The project was undertaken at the 
instance of Helsingborgs Fryshus AB.. 
following a study of deep-freezing methods 
in the USA and in Western Europe, and 
was scheduled to be in operation on July 1 
in time for the 1953 season.: 

Due partly to climatic conditions, and 
partly to the fact that, apart from the Sundh 
system, Swedish building engineers had not 
had extensive experience of this type of 
“packaged” building, the Swedish firm of 
building contractors, Nya Asfalt AB., colla- 
borated with the Danish firm of Larsen and 
Neilsen Constructor A/S, who have had a 
wide experience in that field. 


The square-shaped building, which meas- 
ures 63 by 64 metres, with a content of 
30,000 cu.m., is divided into two chilling bays 
of 1,400 sq.m. and 1,000 sq.m. respectively 
in area, and a third of 900 sq.m., divided 
into three sections of 300 sq.m., and rests 
on a concrete foundation, with main beams 
of concrete as footings for the outer wall 
panels. The remainder of the building, 
comprising offices, a goods entrance, power 
house, etc., was built by traditional 
methods. 

Since time was the governing factor in 
this project, it was decided to proceed with 
the prefabrication in Denmark during the 
winter months, while the excavation of the 
site proceeded in Stockholm. At the same 
time the inner walls were prefabricated at 
the Orebro factory of Nya Asfalt AB., the 
intention being that the erection of this 
building could proceed and the plant be 
brought into use as soon as the floors were 


poured and set. : 
The site was a virgin one covered in rocks 


and pine trees. Excavation work began in 
the middle of December last and was com- 
pleted in two months. Dynamiting was 
resorted to under the direction of Nya 
Asfalt AB., the operation comprising four 
“salvos,” each of which dislodged some 
3,000 cu.m. of rock and soil. The spoil 
was removed with the aid of two excavators 
mounting a 1 cu.m.. and a 1.5 cu.m. shovel, 
respectively. 

In February the shuttering for the 4.5 
metre deep basement under the north-west 
corner was erected, and the building by 
traditional methods of the administration 
block located above it was begun. By April 
10 this work had advanced sufficiently for 
the installation of the freezing plant to be 
commenced, and at the same time work was 
begun on the main storage building. 

The floor of this is a concrete raft 5 in. 
thick in which pipes were laid through 
which warm oil was circulated to minimise 
the risk of damage by frost. This has 
followed a bitumenised damp course, then 
a layer of cork insulation, and finally a 4-in. 
surface of vibrated concrete reinforced with 
double wire netting. The main beams, of 
which there are five, were prefabricated on 
the site, using vibration techniques, and were 
hoisted into place by means of special cranes 
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onto the seven-metre high main pillars. 

Each of these main beams weighs 13.0 
metric tons, is about 12 m. long, and is fur- 
nished with iron ties which are welded to 
those of the main supporting pillars. They 
are also braced by the Freysinnet method. 

The most interesting feature of this build- 
ing is in the use of prefabricated three-panel 
ribbed elements for the outer walls, each 
weighing 3.1 tons (metric), and measuring 
2.6 m. wide and 7 m. high, and with a panel 
thickness of only 40 mm. They have an 
extremely smooth outer surface and can be 
painted or cement-washed direct. These 
were delivered from Denmark by rail to the 
site, and were lifted by the aid of fork-lift 
trucks, using wire hawsers connected to built- 
in iron rings to swing them into position. 
Once placed, they .were supported tem- 
porarily by the use of variable wooden 
struts, pending the placing of the secondary 
beams. 

The erection of the wall panels proceeded 
at the rate of eight elements per day, Each 
is pierced for stressing by the Freysinnet 
method. They -are finally locked into 
position by wall plates at the inter-sections 
and the rebated edges grouted in. A glass- 
wool insulation is incorporated between the 
inner and the outer walls. 

The secondary beams, weighing 12 tons 
each, which were prefabricated and pre- 
stressed on the job, were then placed into 
position. The facade supports for these are 
formed by utilising two adjacent wall panel 
ribs. Small cross-beams of concrete pre- 
pared at a Stockholm factory were then 
placed one metre apart between the 
secondary beams and secured at each end bv 
bracing bars. Between the beams one bv 
a half metre concrete slabs with a serrated 
edge were Jaid and grouted in. The roof 
was completed by covering with bitumenised 
roofing felt. The inner roof is suspended 
from the secondary beams and supports a 
deep glass-wool insulation. 

Due to the severe winter conditions, some 
delay had been experienced in the earlier 
stages of erection, but by July 9 two-thirds 
of the freezing space was in use, and in 
brilliant summer weather carcases, butter. 
bacon, etc., were being run in on fork-lift 
trucks. Chilling had started on July 4, and 
by July 11 a temperature of —17 deg. C. 
was registered in the two great bays. In two 
days more, —30 deg. C. was anticipated. 


ADMINISTRATION BLOCK 


The administration block at the north-west 
corner of the building, with its more involved 
planning, is being built by traditional 
methods. The walls and frame are con- 
structed of concrete poured in situ. The 
outer walls to the frontage are to be finished 
in 1}-in. red facing bricks from the Minnes- 
bergs Tegelbruk. 

In the basement are located the machine 
room, power house, ammonia tanks, a small 
workshop and an air-raid shelter. The 
ground floor comprises a goods entrance, 
store and garage for fork-lift trucks. To the 
rear of the goods entrance, in the larger 
freezing chamber adjacent, a freezing tunnel 
is installed where fresh carcases from the 
neighbouring city slaughterhouse are sub- 
jected to a rapid primary chilling before 
being placed in store. The upper floor 
houses offices and staff rooms, etc. This 
building has yet to be completed, an inter- 
esting comparison with the larger if simpler 
cold-storage building, which, being entirely 
prefabricated, was erected and was working 
within three months. 


THE BUILDER 


BUILDING IN WALES 


£60m. Capital Investment Programme 


Recommended 

By A. E. TELLING, BA, Barrister-at-law 
[8 a recently published report,* which will 

probably be debated in Parliament soon 
after the summer recess, the Council for 
Wales and Monmouthshire recommend a 
capital investment programme of £60m. for 
the rehabilitation and development of the 
rural areas of the Principality. It is pro- 
posed that about £24m. s’.vuld be spent on 
housing, £16m. on water supplies and sewer- 
age, whilst the remaining £20m. would 
be available for a variety of purposes. 
These would include contributions to 
assist the development of _ electricity 
supply where the cost of local distri- 
bution would be too high to justify inclu- 
sion in the normal development schemes of 
the electricity authority; improvement of 
road services; and the development of agri- 
culture and forestry. 


The proposed figures of expenditure are 
necessarily tentative, being based on a de- 
tailed survey of some 1,120 square miles of 
mid-Wales stretching from the sea to the Eng- 
lish border and comprising parts of the coun- 
ties of Cardigan, Montgomery and Radnor. 
The Council considered the estimates for this 
Survey Area—as it is called in the report— 
and then projected them over the rural areas 
requiring special attention. The list of areas 
which the Council consider to be in need of 
special attention is formidable: the counties 
of Cardigan, Merioneth, Montgomery and 
Radnor, which “constitute the heart of the 
problem in its full complexity,” together with 
Anglesey, Caernarvonshire, West Denbigh- 
shire, Breconshire and Carmarthenshire, ex- 
cluding the industrial fringes in the south, 
and part of Pembrokeshire. 


The Council consider that this great enter- 
prise in rural reconstruction would be best 
carried out not by the existing local authori- 
ties. but by a specially appointed Govern- 
ment corporation which would be responsible 
for carrying through the £60m. programme 
on a 12-year basis. The concept of develop- 
ment corporations is becoming familiar as a 
result of the new towns movement, but the 
powers of the Welsh Rural Development 
Corporation, as suggested by the Council for 
Wales, would seem to be a good deal wider 
than those of a new town corporation. 


Opportunities for the Industry 


It is clear that the proposed development 
programme offers considerable opportunities 
for the building and civil engineering indus- 
tries. There are, however, serious difficulties. 
There appears to be a grave lack of building 
trade labour, due to some extent to economic 
conditions between the two wars. This trend 
was partly offset during the second world war 
when there was a movement into Wales of 
large firms engaged on Government war con- 
tracts, and while the great majority of their 
imported workers later returned over the 
border, some of the firms opened branches 
in Wales. The decision to remain was, the 
Council point out, largely influenced by the 
development area programme in South 
Wales, but they have also contributed to 
some of the larger projects already carried 
out in the Survey Area. But it is clear 
that there is still insufficient labour to carry 
out any large-scale programme. 





*** The Council for Wales and Monmouthshire 


Second Memorandum.” Com 
HMSO, price 4 mand Paper 8844. 
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Another difficulty is the absence of 
of the right size. At least. that is the view 
of the Council who say: “ While there are . 
few firms of medium size in the urban areas 
of Aberystwyth, Newtown and Llandrindod 
Wells who undertake housing and othe 
schemes which would not interest the maj 
contractors but would be too large for the 
small firm operating in the rural areas, in the 
Survey Area as a whole the building ang 
civil engineering industry is represented 
mainly by the small jobbing builder.” The 
report is even more direct in its comments on 
farm improvement schemes: “The over- 
riding needs of the defence programme may 
be responsible for some unavoidable delay 
as regards labour and materials for build- 
ing, but it is difficult to escape the conclu- 
sion that, too frequently, schemes are held 
up by the unwillingness of farmers to 
utilise available capital or to borrow at the 
current high rates of interest, or by the prob- 
lem of securing and organising local labour 
so that the larger contractors may find it 
worth while to operate in the less convenient 
areas.” 

The Council attach a good deal of impor- 
tance to the part which the proposed cor- 
poration might play in overcoming these 
difficulties. Thus: “As to the difficulty of 
persuading suitable contractors to undertake 
schemes in the more rural areas, the panel 
would expect that their proposals for a 
special agency to carry out works of housing. 
water supply and sewerage in conjunction 
with local authorities would indirectly be of 
great help in promoting the execution of 
farm improvement schemes.” Again: “The 
setting up of building contracts on a large 
scale in the rural areas would indirectly 
resolve much of the difficulty regarding 
labour and contracting in farm improvement 
schemes, as the corporation would be able to 
help by arranging for the carrying out of a 
large number of small contracts in conjunc- 
tion with its own major contracts.” 


It is not yet certain that the Government 
will be willing to find the money for this 
great scheme of development and to pass the 
legislation required to set up the proposed 
corporation. No doubt, the responsible 
Minister will make a statement during the 
forthcoming Parliamentary debate, and it is 
to be hoped that his statement will be favour- 
able, for the scheme should be to the benefit 
of the country as a whole and not merely 
to the particular areas concerned. If the 
scheme is put into effect, the building 
industry will have a great part to play in 
making it a success. The quotations given 
above from the report seem to suggest that 
the proposed corporation should work ia 
conjunction with the building industry, but 
clearly they do not preclude the possibility 
of direct building if it proves impossible to 
attract contractors. But (assuming the scheme 
comes into existence) the opportunity will be 
there for the industry, and it will be up to 
the industry to take it. 


OBITUARY 
R. G. Clark, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death of Mr. 
a G. Clark, FRIBA, of Hull. He 
was 56. 


Mr. Clark was responsible for the desig® 
of many important factory and business 
premises in Hull. He was a past master of 
the Wilberforce Lodge of Freemasons, past 
president of the Guild of Building and 4 
member of the Hull Publicity Club. 
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CHURCHES AND THE 
FUTURE 
Planning for AD 2000 
By B. S. TOWNROE, HonARIBA 


HE interesting decision was recently taken 

by a parochial church council to draw 

up a report on the future planning and 

arrangement of their church and its internal 

equipment and furniture. It was decided to 
plan as far ahead as the year AD 2000. 

The church in question is ancient, and is 
situated in a rural area with a growing popu- 
lation. There is, of course, no suggestion 
that such a plan will bind future generations, 
but the churchwardens consider that it is 
better to have some idea, however elastic, 
of possible future developments than simply 
to make piecemeal alterations from time to 
time. Further, it is fully realised that no one 
can foretell whether (a) the local population 
will increase or decrease, and (b) whether the 
numbers of those attending the church will 
rise or fall. 

Accordingly the plan will have to be 
divided into two parts, one based on the 
assumption that as the local population has 
doubled in the past ten years, this growth 
may be expected to continue. In that case 
it may be necessary to extend the church, or, 
secondly, owing to financial conditions, and 
the proposed establishment of a new town 
in the area, it may be that the present in- 
crease of local residents has reached its limit. 

If the congregation expands then it may be 
advisable to build on a new aisle. In that 
case it may be possible to add a vestry wing 
including a cheir vestry, with a door suffici- 
ently large to enable the choir to come out 
in procession in double file. The clergy 
vestry will be separate, and large enough to 
ascommodate bride and bridegroom and their 
families for the signing of the register after 
martiages. Lavatories may also be installed. 
These are structural alterations of some mag- 
nitude. 

Good examples of what can be done in 
modernising medieval churches to meet the 
need for more seats for an increasing congre- 
gation may be found at St. Michael’s, Bishop 
Wearmouth, near Sunderland, and at St. 
Hilda’s, Hartlepool. 

On the other hand the congregation may 
remain stationary or even decline. In that 
case there will certainly be no need to build 
on any additions, always difficult to har- 
monise in the case of an ancient building. 
This does not mean, however, that nothing 
should be altered. Consideration can well 
be given to the future position of the various 
fittings of the church. Where, for example, 
should the organ be placed? The modern 
Organ is sometimes an unfortunate ex- 
crescence, blocking out the view of the chan- 
cel and the east end. Many an ugly instru- 
ment has been dumped in Victorian days on 
one side of the chancel, and undoubtedly 
tfemoval of the organ to the west end of the 
church has in some cases greatly improved 
the beauty of the interior. Further, from a 
musical point of view, especially in churches 
Where special attention is given to choral 
music, there are certain advantages in the 
organ and the choir being at the back of the 
church. In one bombed church at East- 

I was recently struck by the warmth 
and volume of the congregational singing, 
now that the music is supplied by a grand 
piano and the choir close to the west door. 

Recently there has been a movement for 
the altar to be less decorated with flowers 
and simpler. Many architects advise. the 
abolition of the gradine, or shelf behind the 
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altar. There are also signs of changing 
views regarding the dossal and riddels, the 
curtains behind and on each side of the altar. 
It is important to realize that such changes 
are not always wrong and revolutionary. In 
the days of Archbishop Laud rails were in- 
troduced around the altar in order to keep 
dogs away. This was necessary when dogs 
were allowed into church. At Sefton, in 
Lancashire, the place where they were tied 
up under the care of an official “dog 
whipper ” may still be seen. But times have 
changed. 

Another possible alteration in the arrange- 
ment of church furniture is that of the posi- 
tion of the pulpit. We know much more 
about acoustics to-day, and also the electrical 
sound relaying system enables even a 
preacher with a weak voice to be heard at 
every corner. The same applies to the 
lectern which is sometimes given a most in- 
convenient position. 

In considering all such alterations two 
points must be remembered. We must not 
repeat the follies of some of the church re- 
formers of previous generations, who ruth- 
lessly swept away many church carvings, 
ornaments and furniture. So many of our 
older cathedrals and churches have lost in 
consequence treasures which were cast out 
a hundred years ago. We have, however, 
one valuable safeguard against such vandal- 
ism being repeated. Since 1938 the certifi- 
cate of the archdeacon must be obtained for 
all minor repairs. A faculty is necessary 
before any addition is made, and also for any 
substantial alteration. The petition for a 
faculty has to be considered by the diocesan 
advisory committee, which includes persons 
of knowledge and taste, who will consider 
the consequences of any change. There is 
a danger that the committee may go too far 
in refusing permission for additions of art 
and beauty, which may be rather modernist 
for some points of view. But they are a bul- 
wark against Philistine restoration. 


HOUSING IN THE ISLE OF MAN 
Progress of Post-War Schemes 


P to the end of the financial year, March 

31, the Douglas (Isle of Man) Corpora- 
tion had spent £1,009,774 on post-war hous- 
ing schemes, and at that date 490 houses 
had been delivered by the contractors, and 
1,287 houses and flats were let, says the 
borough treasurer in his annual report. 

Outstanding contracts were estimated to 
cost a further £320,000. The total capital 
cost of all housing schemes at March 31 was 
£1,493,854. 

Under the Manx Government-assisted 
private enterprise scheme, 491 houses have 
been erected since the end of the war. The 
scheme, confined to houses costing not more 
than £2,500, requires the applicant to provide 
at least 10 per cent. of the cost. The Island 
Government grants 10 per cent. and lends a 
further 20 per cent., interest free, repayable 
in 25 years. The balance has to be raised 
by mortgage. : 

Giving these facts in a progress report. 
the Manx Local Government Board states 
that 2,793 permanent houses have been built 
during the past six years, 1,413 by public 
and local authorities, and the rest by private 
enterprise. 

For rural housing, Government grants of 
£51,800 and loans of £97,400 have been 
approved. These relate to 161 farmhouses 
and 86 cottages. There are still 1,125 
people on the waiting lists, 765 of them on 
the Douglas Corporation list. The corpora- 
i already erected 510 houses and 


CEMENT 


Mr. Earle’s Tour of Overseas Markets 


JT NTERESTING comments on the world 
~ _ situation in regard to cement are made 
by Mr. GEORGE Ear.e, CBE, chairman and 
joint managing director of the Associated 
Portland Cement Manufacturers, Ltd. Mr. 
Earle, who has just returned from a world 
tour of inspection of cement factories asso- 
ciated with the company, found what he 
described as a “ round-the-world demand for 
concrete ” which was, he believed, the inter- 
national system for framed buildings. In 
a 32,000-mile tour he had visited associated 
works in S. Africa, Malaya (where new plant 
was opened recently by General Templer), 
British Columbia, New Zealand, Australia, 
the USA and Mexico. New Zealand, 
Australia (and particularly New South 
Wales), British Columbia (with some small 
exceptions) and Malaya (except Singapore) 
were or would shortly be self-supporting. 
“In spite of this,” said Mr. Earle, “the 





General Sir Gerald Templer, at the opening of 
the “‘ Blue Circle” cement factory, Malaya. 


consumption line for cement continues to 
rise. As one market quietens, another opens.” 
His company were at present particularly 
interested in West Africa and in Kenya; in 
the latter country, plans were actively in 
hand, in association with local interests and 
the Tunnel Cement Co., for the establishment 
of oil-fired works on the Athi river, to cost 
£14m. to produce 100,000 tons annually. 

Mr. Earle stated that he found the quality 
of cement‘ uniformly high but that British 
cement could compete in price anywhere 
except in South Africa. Altogether, the 
Association exported in 1952, 1,389,462 tons, 
and manufactured for the home market a 
further 7,393,428 tonnage. 

Questioned as to distribution methods, Mr. 
Earle said that in USA 68 per of 
cement was distributed in bulk, and 25 per 
cent. of all concrete was delivered to site 
ready-mixed. 

Summing up his impressions, Mr. Earle 
said: “ The world consumption of cement is 
likely to continue on an upward curve for 
some years; theugh a time must come when 
the curve must flatten, 
who could foresee it. 
defence work is taking a large quantity, but 
as this demand slackens other fields for use 
will develop.” 
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ASPECTS OF THE HOUSING PROBLEM 


Papers at Harrogate Conference 


Various aspects of the housing problem 
are under discussion this week at the Institute 
of Housing's twenty-second annual confer- 
ence, which is being held at Harrogate. The 
papers presented, extracts from which are 
given below, deal with such subjects as land 
shortage as it affects housing, the question 
of whether to repair or replace old houses 
and making the fullest use of existing houses, 
by the transfer of tenants to the accommoda- 
tion most suited to their needs. Mr. P. L. 
Leigh-Breese, who was to have addressed 
the conference at its opening session was 
prevented from doing so by illness, and the 
time was occupied instead by a debate on 
Rent Rebates. The second day's pro- 
gramme, which takes place to-day, includes 
an address by Mr. S. F. Wilkinson, CB, 
Under-Secretary, Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government. 


Old Houses — Repair or 
Replacement ? 


mpuat we cannot hope within the next 
20 years to build sufficient new houses 
to provide decent housing accommodation 
within a reasonable time for every family 
in the country, was the main conclusion 
drawn by Mr. J. P. Macey, FRICS, FIHsg, 
Deputy Housing Manager, Birmingham, in 
a paper on “Old Houses—Repair or Re- 
placement?” that is being given at the 
conference today, September 18. “If it is 
unlikely,” said Mr. Macey, “that we can 
replace our old houses at a reasonable rate 
(as well as increasing the total stock of 
houses) then we are forced to give serious 
attention to repair and renovation.” 


He continued:— 


You will, I am sure, agree that we should 
from time to time stand back and consider 
the picture as a whole. Nationally and 
locally a re-assessment of our problem is 
necessary from time to time. Such a re- 
assessment should take into account the 
following factors:— 

(a) The present stock of houses and 
flats. ' 

(b) The present number of families com- 
prising the population. 

(c) The demand arising from maladjust- 
ment between (a) and (b), e.g., through 
under-occupation; and the fact that a 
proportion of families have two or more 
dwellings. 

(d) The natural increase in the total 
population, which continues to grow, 
though at a slower rate than formerly. 

(e) The increase in the number of 
families for any given figure of total 
population. Because of this factor addi- 
tional dwellings become necessary apart 
from the operation of factor (d). The 
average family in 1931 comprised 3.72 
persons, but the average family now con- 
tains only 3.19 persons. (These figures are 
for England and Wales.) 

(f) The number of unfit houses included 
in (@); and the estimated rate of obso- 
lescence. 

(g) The maximum rate of new building 
which we can achieve with intelligent use 
of our resources, and with due regard to 
the claims of industry, commerce and 

other essential services. 
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(h) The cumulative financial burden 
which housing programmes are placing 
upon the national and local exchequers. 
Reduced to simple terms, such a review 
will show whether our present rate of 
progress is satisfactory or not. If it is satis- 
factory, then old houses should, generally 
speaking, be replaced and not repaired. If, 
on the other hand, our present rate of new 
building is too slow, we must consider how 
else we can improve and preserve our stock 
of houses. What cannot be accepted is an 
attitude of complacency while thousands of 
families are still forced to live in lodgings, 
or under overcrowded or slum conditions. 

From figures which are available as to 
the weight which must be attached to each 
of the factors enumerated above, it seems 
very clear that in most cities and towns new 
building cannot possibly provide the whole 
answer even with the encouraging accelera- 
tion which has taken place steadily since the 
war. It would seem that the output of new 
houses is reaching the maximum figure pos- 
sible and that this is below the level which 
would be required to solve the problem 
in a reasonable time 

I should like to present two pictures to 
you, one showing the national aspect; the 
other the local aspect, as it affects a large 
city such as Birmingham. 


THE NATIONAL ASPECT 


Mr. Macey said that the total stock of 
dwellings in 1951 was roughly 13,300,000. 
The number of separate families was 
14.480,000. This indicated an immediate 
deficiency of 1,180,000 dwellings apart from 
any question of size or condition. 

Working on figures based on the 1951 
Census for Great Britain, he then showed 
that. allowing for present deficiencies, in- 
crease in population, replacement of old 
houses at a normal rate and the replacement 
of 2,500,000 outstanding worn-out houses in 
the next 20 years, for the next 10 years new 
houses would be required at the rate of 
439,000 a year and for the following decade 
at the rate of 369,000 a year. He continued: 

I fully realise that these figures can be the 
subject of argument, but I am personally 
convinced from all that I have read on the 
subject that if we are to make really sub- 
Stantial progress in the next 20 years the 
requirement is not less than 400,000 new 
dwellings a year. After all, this represents 
only about 3 per cent. of our total stock 
of houses. 

Successive Governments have striven by 
every means known to the wit of man to 
increase the rate of new house production. 
Eight years have elapsed since the War and 
we are now able to make close estimates 
based on solid experience. We know that 
it will take all our present resources to bring 
the rate up to 300,000 a year, and there 
seems little prospect of any substantial in 
crease beyond this figure. 

The impression we get from this picture 
is therefore that new house-building is not 
capable of providing all the houses we need 
if we are to overcome the problem in a 
reasonable time. This is a conclusion reached 
with reluctance but one which I feel cannot 
be ignored. 


THE OUTLOOK IN BIRMINGHAM 


Now let us look at the other picture, i.e., 
the problem in a large city, Birmingham. 


September 1g 1953 


According to the Development P : 
ingham’s population in 1951 w= Cee 
By the year 1971 the population Will be 
1,227,900 (Registrar-General’s forecast), The 
intention is to reduce this ultimately tg 
1,081,000 but the Plan emphasises how diff. 
cult it will be to achieve this. The Present 
excess population as well as the natural ig. 
crease in population which may be expe 
to take place in this city over the next 
20 years can only be catered for by “ over. 
spill” arrangements, Whether vol 
emigration will in fact take place to anvthi 
like this extent is very much a matter of con: 
jecture, as it involves the emigration of some 
147,000 people. 


Apart from the problem of reducing our 
population, and at least as important, is the 
need to rehouse 1,000 (or more if Possibie) 
families from the congested central areas of 
the city each year. We have still some 23,000 
houses to clear and it is anticipated that the 
process of clearing and redeveloping these 
central areas will occupy the next 20 years, 
Beyond that lies the second stage of te 
development involving the clearance of about 
25,000 more houses. If we could conceivably 
deal with all these in 20 years (which is most 
improbable) we should need to provide 
50,000 houses. 


Whether new dwellings are provided in 
the city outside, Birmingham needs new 
houses for the next 20 years at an annual 
rate of 8,800. 


Our present rate of progress is about 4,500 
new dwellings a year. The city is most 
anxious to demolish its slums and replace 
them with adequate houses, and it also de- 
sires to reduce its population to relieve over- 
all congestion. The present output of houses 
has been achieved only by the most 
strenuous efforts. Yet we are progressing at 
only half the rate we should do if the city 
is to be as fair in 1972 as we all hope 
it will be. Obviously, a much longer period 
than 20 years will be necessary. 


Unfortunately, we are also faced with a 
most serious difficulty which arises from the 
fact that available land in the city is sufi- 
cient for only another 16,000 houses, or 
roughly four years’ output. If this rate could 
be maintained indefinitely, we could probably 
clear 1,000 families a year from the re 
development areas but, beyond the four-yeaf 
period, our only hope at the moment is that 
between now and then we shall have. been 
able to set up effective arrangements with 
the authorities in adjoining counties to pro 
vide us with additional housing there, either 
by building satellite or semi-satellite towns, 
or by overspill to expanding towns. 


This second picture also shows that new 
house building cannot possibly hope to pro 
vide the full answer. These two pictures 
lead us to the conclusion that replacement 
is not proceeding fast enough, and more 
attention must be given to repair and reno 
vation so as to preserve and improve ou! 
national stock of houses. 


WAYS AND MEANS 


I should now like to suggest to you ae 
of the ways in which this improvement migh 
be effected. The three principal means 
occur to me are briefly as follows:— 


(a) The prevention of decay. The passing 
of legislation to encourage private owners 
to maintain their smaller pea a 
better condition and to arrest ae 
need for a revision of the Rent Resin 
Acts is ovetwhelmingly apparent, 
‘whatever scheme is adopted it must 
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it operates in the national interest to conditioning is being tackled side by side Slum clearance demands more attention 
-m housing conditions. with the process of yedevelopiadnl It Pes. it has had im recent years, but where 
(6) Improvements under the Housing bit Ps ae lh that it is no longer possible slums are extensive the rate of clearance will 
Act, 1949. The amendment of the improve- inl : schemes of this character be slow. Renovation may, therefore, have 
Ach, provisions in the Housing Act, 1949, igre the Town and Country Planning to proceed concurrently with clearance as 
mews to encourage a higher Tate of con- ct, 1947, repealed Section 9 of the Town part of a long-term plan. 
ma and improvement, and Country Planning Act, 1944, and 
versi : teplaced it with substantially different pro- Effect 
(c) = = —— en — Under the 1947 Act an area canbe Land Shortage and its 
The renovation u t ignated as one of hensi - ousing 
bnbiabiity o pine ~ age cchy ay development and the Minister, ‘tes pede on H 
Paost res occu : ae ; ae 
aa of at least seven years, and prob- Ber seater eo tnnitice only if the RE ERRING to the of 
ia os § re-development agriculture and building on the land 
ably nearer 20 years. of the area. It is doubtful whether the in this country, Mr. A. Hutrcmnes, MBE, 
On the renovation of sub-standard houses Minister would agree to designate land for MIMunE, MRSanl, in a. paper on “Land 
the speaker said that Birmingham has some comprehensive re-development unless it Shortage and its Effect on Housing, 
9,000 houses which by pre-war standards could be shown that such re-development September 17, said it did 
ought to be deajt with by sham clearance ‘would be likely to be effective within a period generally known that as 
ure immediately. Obviously it is of ten years. In other words, it seems the Ministry of Agriculture 
impossible to clear such a tremendous unlikely that under the 1947 Act local sation to deal with the 
number of houses in any reasonably short authorities would be able compulsorily to utilisation and planning and one of 
time. acquire large groups of slum properties with actions was to appoint Rural 
In connection with its Development Plan 4 View to their re-conditioning pending the tion Officers—now Land Service Office: 
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Birmingham had considered the problem arrival of the time when they could be re- whose duty it was to examine proposals and 
presented by the congested and badly developed. give advice and guidance wherever the use of 
planned central areas. Drastic replanning There are powers to deal with re-develop- agricultural land was involved, to be as help- 


was necessary to enable these areas to be ment contained in the Housing Act, 1936. ful as possible both to the local authorities 
laid out afresh, with the residential separated but these have to fit in with the development who were seeking land for deve 
from the industrial and commercial users. plan prepared under the 1947 Act. and the the one hand and to the farmers 
The difficulties were enormous and it seemed same difficulties would seem to apply. The owners on the other hand whose 
clear that the re-development would take Housing Acts also empower a local authority in some cases inevitably be used in 
20 years to complete. to provide accommodation by acquiring and for other purposes. 


Birmingham felt that it could not possibly tering, enlarging or improving houses, but Other things being equal the policy 
eats Smilies to go on living in these ‘here eer nt he agp o— of doubt to avoid the use of the better agricultural 
very sub-standard houses in the central areas @8 '© whether these Housing Act Powers jands and direct development to the poorer. 
indefinitely, without either providing them ©OUld be used for the temporary te- This was, of course, not always either pos- 
vith new homes or improving their existing COMditioning of sub-standard properties iD sible of feasible and the decision should 
ones. It therefore embarked upon a pro- = bed that oR ones is —— Fe he always be in relationship to the national 
gramme of renovation as part of a plan for S°v©lopment areas. in view o “rn oubts, advantage. For example, if a growing 
dealing with 30,000 houses over a period ' !s clear that a very serious problem exists industrial town needed more houses for 
af 20 years. owing to the fact that in many big cities people supported by industries in the town 

i a considerable number of years must per- ang the town happened to be surrounded 

A plan has been prepared showing the force elapse before existing slum properties jy good agricultural land, it would not be 
oe sage mld -_ = clearance. ie can be dealt with under Housing Act powers. jn the national interest to refuse the use of 
ee emolished wi . some of the surrounding land for a new 
te first five years are known as * short jife CONCLUSIONS neighbourhood unit cn’ ts grounds that 
sn and, ro — aed (1) Available evidence points to the cop- poorer land existed several miles away. In 
ion ry og nen ~ them, work 1S cjusion that new housing cannot, by itself, this case the provision of sewers would be 
er Po riage: \ oie up hed aoe The provide the complete answer to the problem more expensive, it would be necessary for 
ame eo the Public Health Acts. oe of providing a distinct home for every the workers to travel an appreciable distance 
porta sveonaanne: oe wen te family. This fact must be faced and some to employment, and the amenities of the 
demoliched. y y means found of improving the conditions of town would not so easily be available to the 

5 those who must perforce live in sub-standard inhabitants of the neighbourhood unit. 

The speaker then gave a detailed account houses for many years to come. Another example was the 20 or so houses 
of the scheme. He continued : (2) Local authorities should (as required required in a village. It was not in the 

It is obvious that many of the residents in by the Housing Act, 1936) make periodic national interest to site them in a devastated 
these areas will be unable or unwilling ‘© surveys of the housing needs of their area. woodland even a few hundred yards from 
afford the rents of post-war houses, which Such a survey, taking into account the fac- the village instead of in a meadow adjoining 
may easily amount to three or four times tors I have mentioned and any others which the village if the cost of providing services 
the amount of their present dwellings. apply, may convince many authorities that such as sewerage, water, electricity and gas 
Moreover, they are often reluctant to leave my conclusions are correct. If so, they will, was greater than the cost of clearing the 
the centre of the city and full regard must, no doubt, consider renovation and repair as devastated woodland and making it as good 
of course, be had to these factors. The a means of supplementing their present hous- agriculturally as the meadow. 
position is further complicated by the fact jng methods. They will, of course, as indi- 4 Fer referring in some detail to the hand- 


it 


; 


that the overall effect of the scheme is to cated in (3) below, have to be given addi- 44) recently published by the Minister of 


reduce the density in these areas very con- tional powers. Housing and Local Government, entitled 
siderably. The broad picture is that out of (3) Legislation should be promoted to “The Density of Residential Areas,” which, 
ra “ang families re-housed there will be . i+ and encourage the authorities tO he said, contained a wealth of information 
on a ony two in new dwellings con- .hark upon co-ordinated schemes of reno- and gave an indication of things to come, 
open in the areas, and -accommodation \,:ion in those cities where sub-standard Mr. Hutchings arrived at the following 
seo te found dewhere to aciee Tying canot be else for man) Yes concmoas= 
on the genera! ing situation i i (4) The need for revision of the Rent 1. The need to imcrease the production 
sh dor ‘owlg ial uve own Rewrcon Act, wih he gartila obe of fod nti oun weet 
built upon within the next four years. This, Of arresting further decay, demands imm 2. There are large areas of land in the 
in turn, leads to the problem of how to deal te attention. he country at present uncultivated that can be 
with the “ overspill ” of population generally. (5) In addition, the provisions of the brought intp production. 
Housing Act, 1949, with —. von ne toe 3. Food production on existing agricul- 
FUTURE POSSIBILITIES ments ” should be reviewed. r intentie™ tural land has been considerably increased 
js laudable, but it is necessary to ascertain =) n+ years and can be increased still 
One of the features of the scheme, which why so little use ee ot tocat further. 
attracted great interest amongst other offered to pfivate 0 : . 
authorities, is the way in which re- authorities. 4. The quality of land farmed in this 
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country varies considerably and wherever 
feasible and practicable the best quality land 
should be reserved for agriculture and 
horticulture. 


5. There is no justification for suggesting 
that housing should be curtailed or dwellings 
built to densities likely to produce unhappy 
housing conditions. 


6. It will continue to be necessary to take 
agricultural land for building development, 
but the total quantity required to meet all 
foreseeable needs will not be excessive if 
reasonable standards are adopted. 


7. Where gardens are small or non- 
existent, allotments should be made avail- 
able to provide those who wish it with a 


source of food, interest, a healthy part-time - 


occupation and a scope for enterprise and 
skill. 


8. Agricultural land should be saved by: 
(a) Infilling in towns and villages, which 
may be described as increasing residential 
and overall densities. Surveys such as 
described in the handbook would reveal 
whether towns, after having due considera- 
tion to their character, have appropriate 
residential and overall densities. (b) Build- 
ing on sloping land and on land in other 
ways unfit for normal agriculture. (c) 
Building to a higher density. 


Making the Fullest Use of 


Existing Houses 


Ey I HAVE heard it said that if only the 

accommodation in these islands were 
properly distributed amongst the population 
there would be no housing problem,” said 
Mr. R. J. Cowiey, ASAA, AIMTA, FI Hsg, 
Housing Manager, Wolverhampton, in the 
introduction to his paper on “ Making the 
Fullest Use of Existing Houses,” which is 
being given to-day. “This is a very broad 
statement and is probably incapable of being 
fully proved or disproved—in any case it 
ignores personalities, rent levels, incomes and 
a lot of other things.” He continued: 


It is naturally well-known to all of us that 
many houses are overcrowded, that many 
families have no separate homes and equally 
that many large houses which could easily 
accommodate three or four families are 
occupied by one or two persons. The 1951 
Census showed that nearly a million persons 
living alone each occupied separate dwellings 
having three to 15 rooms, and more than a 
million families of two persons occupied 
dwellings having from five to 15 rooms; but 
the idea of re-shuffling these families and 
dealing them again into accommodation 
more suited to their needs would require 
a degree of compulsion and interference with 
personal freedom and ownerships which 
would make even the most idealistic ex- 
ponent of communist theory shudder. 


Nevertheless, the arranging of transfers 
and exchanges to meet the changing needs 
of tenants has always played a _big part 
in good housing management. Its value has 
become more and more obvious with the 
steady rise in building costs (and latterly in- 
terest rates) since the War and the ever- 
increasing rents which are the result, and 
I am convinced that many individual housing 
problems can be solved without any building 
whatever. 


There are many reasons why tenants desire 
to exchange—overcrowding, under-occupa- 
tion, health reasons, distance from employ- 
ment, rent, to be near (or away from) rela- 
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tives, liking for certain districts or other types 
of houses. 


There are also many reasons why local 
authorities need exchanges—to abate over- 
crewding and uwnder-occupation, to avoid 
arrears of rent, to obtain a steady stream of 
transfers to new houses and thus provide 
vacancies in the older (and cheaper) houses 
for applicants who can only afford low rents 
—in short, to ensure good housing manage- 
ment. 


One of the most pressing problems which 
many local authorities are now facing is 
that of finding sufficient houses at low rents 
to accommodate the applicants who cannot 
afford to pay the rents of new houses. 

After going into some detail, over the 
methods open to local authorities for achiev- 
ing transfers of tenants, Mr. Cowley sum- 
marised his findings as follows:— 


CONCLUSIONS 


It is not, of course, possible to transfer 
every tenant to the type of house which he 
wants and it is only fair to say that Wolver- 
hampton is fortunate to have over 13,000 
corporation houses of various types and to 
receive the co-operation of many of the 
private estate agents in the town. Through 
various methods, however, assistance has 
been given to many hundreds of families and 
their transfer facilitated to accommodation 
better suited to their needs without any 
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building whatsoever, and this ; : 
to be well worth while _ 


_ To local authorities who fee] 

is a M9 —s and an actin te he 

solution cousin 

cone 8 problem, I woyig 
(1) Permit, encourage and initiate 

changes and transfers, j i a 

other areas. ae 


(2) Encourage the housing staff to imple. 


ment this policy with keenness 
thusiasm. and ea. 


(3) Enlist the help of landlords 
of private property. a 


(4) Open a Housing Exchange Bureau, 


(5) Pay removal expenses in cases of 
poverty. 


(6) Publicise the policy—a tenant’s hand- 
book should prove a good medium for 
publicity. 

(7) Do not insist too much on a tenant 


“ showing need” particularly in the case of 
mutual exchanges. 


(8) When planning the building programme 
take into account not only the needs of appli- 
cants but also those of tenants who may 
desire transfers. 


(9) Having settled the policy give your 
housing manager authority to make imme- 
diate decisions on individual cases. 





TOWN PLANNING IN ITALY 
A Broadcast Talk by Max Lock 


“3 ALTHOUGH public and private opinion 

in Italy since the war has been too 
preoccupied with other problems and hard- 
ships to care either about planning or the 
collective discipline needed to achieve it, to 
the eyes of the outside observer Italy is mak- 
ing (and will continue to make) a notable 
contribution to modern housing and civic 
design, said Mr. Max Locx, FRIBA, MTPI, 
when he gave a talk on “ Town Planning in 
Italy” in the BBC’s Third Programme on 
August 20. We take the following extract 
from his talk: 

Four very live influences are making them- 
selves felt far beyond the frontiers of Italy. 
First of all, the pages of the quarterly town 
planning review, “ Urbanistica,” edited by 
Giovanni Astengo, which maintain a 
standard of excellence as yet unmatched. 
Secondly, there is the work of the Italian 
Town Planning Institute, which under the 
lively leadership of its industrialist president, 
Adriano Olivetti, prepares the way for new 
legislation not only by detailed study and 
advice, but also by important annual 
national town-planning congresses. The 
third influence is that of the. faculties of 
architecture in the universities which, as in 
Venice and Rome, with a core of cultured 
and lively teachers turn out young architects, 
many of whose work is fresh and 
distinguished. The fourth influence, 
probably the most important of all, are the 
enthusiastic private groups who (as some of 
us did in Britain ten years ago) have formed 
themselves into teams to make serious and 
practical investigations of problems both 
local and regional. These teams comprise 
geographers, economists, sociologists, as well 
as architects and engineers. It was a group 


such as this that I recently met in London. 
Their object is to co-ordinate about 20 small 
communities of the Canavese area surround- 


ing Ivrea, and to evolve a plan of human 
settlement that is really human based upon 
the social and psychological needs of the 
people, and they had come here to examine 
among other things not only our techniques 
of physical survey but our methods of con- 
sulting the people. 


The Field of Housing 


In Italy, because there is no obligation for 
every town to have a plan, and because 
those towns which possess one either cannot 
or do not want to enforce it, the only field 
in which a studied attempt at order and 
good layout is evident is that of housing 
Now, housing in Italy is not jointly subsi- 
dised by a Ministry of Housing and the 
municipalities (as in Great Britain), but 's 
entrusted by the Government to special 
agencies, chief of which is Ina Casa set up 
two years ago under the Minister of Labour, 
Fanfani, whose object was to relieve 
unemployment in the building industry. Ina 
Casa confines itself to the housing schemes 
of the larger cities, and is financed by con- 
tributions from wages and salaries of 
employees and by a sort of levy put on the 
employers. The depressed rural districts 
are assisted by UNRRA Casas, a housing 
agency helped by the United Nations. Then 
for Italy’s special area, the South 
Sardinia, there is a body known as Cass 
Di Mezzogiorno. Si 

For their schemes in the big cities Ina 
Casa have been sufficiently enlightened 1 
obtain the services of the most able 
promising architects, Moreover, since 
cannot yet get on with central clearance, they 
have had to decide on a policy of adding 
large neighbourhoods on to the outskirls 
or beyond: the: outskirts of most of the 
bigger towns: (Rome, Genoa, Milan, Venice 
Turin, Naples, Palermo in Sicily.) % 
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not necessarily ber —_ po sbions 3 
planning point of view, the gro is 
“ee east cleared for each group of architects 
to plan their neighbourhoods de novo, free 
from restrictions imposed by too much local 
and ntal administrative machinery. 
And these schemes which have been pro- 
duced and are already being built are 
remarkably fresh, sympathetic and human in 
their approach. The large neighbourhood 
at Mestre, on the mainland near Venice, for 
example, which is virtually a satellite town 
for ten thousand people, designed by 
Professor Samona and Professor Pic- 
cinato and their colleagues, has sought 
to cater for the needs of those who 
like society as well as those who like 
solitude. For those who like to see a lot 
of their neighbours they have arranged a 
system of small enclaves or groups of about 
eighty houses, each built round one or two 
intimate irregularly shaped but  inter- 
connected piazzette or squares. From the 
air each little cluster of houses looks like 
an island floating in a large free area of 
open space, and all the gardens face outwards 
on to it. For those who dislike the close 
association of neighbours, the architects have 
provided tall blocks of flats standing rather 
severely aloof, like a line of giant sentries, 
in the centre of the large green park. In 
our new towns in Britain and in a great deal 
of our municipal housing development one 
looks in vain for a small square or court- 
yard that is intimate and neighbourly. In 
this way these new projects in Italy have 
something to teach us. 


Preserving Views 

Another interesting scheme is that of 
architect Giovanni Astengo and his group 
for the new neighbourhood of Falkera, out- 
side Turin. Here their difficult problem is 
to enclose spaces while opening up views, 
and since the whole of the Piedmontese land- 
scape surrounding this housing area is very 
beautiful the architects have arrived at an 
ingenious system of polygonal village greens, 
enclosed by continuously built dwellings, 
except for one side of the enclosure which 
is Open to the views. 

But these two schemes are both in Italy’s 
telatively prosperous North. In the 
poverty-stricken South one interesting pro- 
lect deserves mention: the plan for the town 
and surrounding region of Matera, situated 
right in the instep of the foot of Italy. 
Several thousands of the inhabitants here do 
not live in houses but in improvised rooms 
called “ Sassi”; rooms which are formed out 
of the grottoes which honeycomb the 
terraced hillslopes. Since they are mostly 
Peasants they must go each day with their 
mules to the fields. ‘The family and the 
mule sleep in the same room in these caves. 
For centuries these people have lived together 
like this. The plan in re-accommodating 
seins in modern unfamiliar dwellings has 
ad to pay very careful attention to this 
custom of close association of neighbours in 
small groups, and for this a meticulous 
social survey was first made. 

Italy has perhaps one important lesson to 
— us. She is at the present time more 
Tesh and experimental in her approach than 
We are. Because of the very absence of 
saminiatrative control the private consultants 

architects are sought out and given the 
opportunity to make their contribution; while 
im Great Britain, because we have perhaps 
OVer-Organised our administration, the door 
s almost closed to independent planners and 
groups of newly qualified young men and 
Women who seek to practice ‘in private. 
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LMBA “ BRAINS TRUST ” 


Central Area No. 1 Hear Industry’s 
Problems Discussed 


A LUNCHEON, followed by a Brains 
Trust, was held 6y LMBA Central 
Area No. | at Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, 
Kensington, on September 9, Mr. A. A. 
Thorne, chairman of the Area, presiding. 
The questions had been submitted by mem- 
bers of the Area, but time did not allow for 
more than a selection to be answered. 
Nevertheless, the questions chosen ranged 
over a wide field of the industry, from build- 
ing licensing and apprenticeship to contract 
matters and factors affecting building costs. 
The Question Master was Mr. lan M. 
Leslie, JP, HonARIBA, Editor, The Builder, 
the members of the Trust being Mr. Charles 


Woodward, ARIBA, and Mr. R. H. Francis, i 


FRICS, representing the professions, with 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, FIOB, and Mr. 
S. J. Gosland on the builders’ side. 

The first question put by Mr. Lesuie re- 
lated to the fact that, eight years after the 
war the City of London still lay in ruins. Did 
the Brains Trust consider that a vigorous 
programme of rebuilding of this important 
commercial area was within the capacity of 
the building industry? Mr. Parisn said 
that the fact that the city still lay in ruins 
was something they all deplored. It had 
come about because in the post-war years we 
had put first things first and had concentrated 
on building houses and schools, but the im- 
mediate post-war years were passing and he 
hoped that the City would now get more 
attention than in the past, and that we should 
see strenuous efforts made to put matters 
right. Mr. Woopwarp thought that the 
time had almost come when building licensing 
could be abolished; this might mean a little 
chaos at first, but the sooner licensing was 
abolished the sooner London could be re- 
built. 

In reply to the next question, Was the 
present financial policy of restricting loans 
hindering the industry and likely to cause 
unemployment? Mr. Francis said that the 
building industry was at present very nearly 
employed to capacity, and restriction of loans 
was not hindering it. Mr. Parisn said the 
apparent restriction on loans had been made 
a lot of, but he thought that the banks’ 
good customers were having no difficulty in 
getting loans. Mr. GOSLAND said there was 
no real difficulty in regard to finance—the 
restrictions were more apparent than real. 
Mr. Woopwarp said that if building owners 
would pay the monies due to builders within 
the time stated in the contract there would 
be no need for loans. 


Prefabrication Under Fire 


The QUESTION MASTER'S next question 
brought prefabrication under fire. It asked 
if the fact that, despite all the schemes for 
prefabrication, we still saw the majority of 
housing projects carried out in the traditional 
way (so far as 1.6 standards of timber per 
house allowed), was due to mere conservatism 
or horse sense, produced some emphatic 
answers. Mr. Gosianp said: “ Sheer com- 
mon sense.” MR. I 
agreed with this. What would happen in 

rd to the maintenance of “ prefabs” he 
didn’t know. Once timber was freed he 
thought we would get back to full traditional 
building for houses. Mr. FRaNcis said that 
in regard to costs, it had been proved time 
and time again that traditional methods were 
the cheapest. Mr. ParisH’s approach was 
more cautious. Prefabrication, he said, was 


Woopwarp entirely * 


where, and at level prefabrication 
ceased. He thought that the “ very import- 
ant” prefabrication con- 


post-war work on prefabrication, costly as 
— appear, would be of great use in the 
c. 


Mr. Woopwarp thought that the sooner as 
much work as possible was left to 

contractor the sooner we should see a lower- 
ing in costs. At present some 50 per cent. 


the higher the proportion of ordinary trades 
that were made prime cost items the higher 
the cost of building would be. Mr. Francis 
thought the fewer the nominated sub-con- 
tractors the better. This would save money 
for the contractor, who was in a very much 
better position to organise the job when the 
control was all in his own hands. Mr 
ParisH said that when the main contractor 
was allowed to carry out the bulk of the 
work himself, only giving special jobs to 
specialists, then and then only would the 
cost of building come down. 


Incentive Schemes and Costs 


The next question dealt with incentive 
schemes and costs, and the Brains Trust 
was asked for its solution to the problem 
of maintaining the increase in production 
which such schemes had achieved and reduc- 
ing the cost. Mr. Parish said he was a 
staunch supporter of incentives in the widest 
sense, but he believed the problem was a 
long-term one and that it would probably 
take another ten years before it was really 
solved. “ Top-level management has got to 
give some time to it to make it work,” he 
said, “ but in time we shall see a great in- 
crease in productivity and a reduction in 
costs.” Mr. Francis frankly did not know 
the answer, but he would like, nevertheless, 
to see an increase in the number of incentive 
schemes. 

Mr. GOSLAND said he was 100 per cent. 
incentive-minded. He had not the slightest 
doubt production had improved, but this had 
been at some considerable expense. Incen- 
tive schemes, however, would never be 2 
real success until they had the real co-opera- 
tion of the trade unions; at present such 
schemes were all too often used as a weapon 
by the operatives to get “ fantastically fool- 
ish targets.” Mr. Woopwarp apologised for 
his “ unorthodox views.” Men were paid an 
hourly wage for an hour’s work, he said, 
and he could not see logically why the 
should be given an increase above this 
Incentives were “ radically wrong.” 

The suggestion that inefficient architects 
should be “ black listed” by builders was 
the gist of the next matter on which the 
Trust were asked to air their views. Mr 


g 


up against the human element, and it was 
inevitable that there should be inefficient 
architects as there were also inefficien t 
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culty of getting designs for reinforced 
concrete work, especially foundations, which 
“often puts us back months.” 

The fluctuations clause in the RIBA Form 
of Contract, and its effect on building costs, 
formed the subject of the next question. 
Mr. Francis doubted if it had increased 
costs, but he would like to see the clause 
go. Mr. ParisH pointed out that the fluctu- 
ations clause covered decreases as well as 
increases. The clause was perfectly proper 
at a time when there were some violent 
fluctuations. 

Mr. Gostanp said that every builder 
would like to see the clause go because in 
90 per cent. of cases the clause meant that 
some “ piffling item ” held up the payment 
of thousands of pounds. 

Would the public be better served by the 
industry if architect and contractor were one 
and the same person? was the next question. 
Mr. Parisu said we were seeing a change 
in the pattern of the industry, and he 
thought that for certain types of work we 
should see the establishment of the team. 
Also, the next 20 to 30 years would see 
the growth of negotiated contracts. MR. 
Woopwakrp said the LCC were endeavouring 
to act more or less on the lines indicated 
by Mr. Parish. The difficulty would arise 
in the case of the private building owner. 
as with the team set-up there would be no 
one who could execute judicial decisions. 
Machinery would have to be developed to 
settle disputes if the building owner was not 
satisfied with the work as carried out. 


Obstacles to Craftsmanship 


The next question asked: Should we not 
recognise that egalitarianism and mass pro- 
duction were powerful destroyers of craft 
skill, and give up the unequal struggle to 
maintain our craftsmen? Mr. GOsLAND 
answered “ certainly not,” but added a few 
observations on the lost intimacy between 
employers and apprentices. Mr. ParisH 
spoke of mistaken ideas of craftsmanship: 
in the twentieth century the craftsman still, 
he said, had to have the will and the honesty 
of purpose of former times, though his 
methods might be different. It was a matter 
of. getting the right attitude of mind, and 
it must start from the top. 

Another question: Which gives the builder 
more anxiety, submitting a tender or having 
it accepted? was succinctly answered by Mr. 
ParisH, who said that if he had time to 
prepare the tender there was no anxiety in 
either. 

In answer to the question of whether the 
building industry would benefit from the 
abolition of timber licensing, Mr. PaRiIsH 
said that in view of dollar difficulties the 
industry must accept some restraints, while 
pressing for an improvement in the present 
position. Mr. Francis said licensing had 
one salutary effect—it made architects 
careful in the use of timber. 

Tne fortnight’s holiday for operatives, 
which comes into effect next year, was the 
subject of the next question. The Trust 
were asked to comment on the advisabilitv 
of the whole industry shutting down for a 
fortnight at the same time. Mr. GosLAND 
said that while this happened in some 

rovincial centres, it was difficult to apply 
in London, and he suggested Staggering over. 
Say, two months. Mr. Parisu said the 
resorts just could not cope with the rush if 
wholesale closing down was adopted. 

The last question was: Did the Trust agree 
that the difference between tradesmen’s pay 

ad labourers’ pay was too little? Mr. 
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PARISH said he was inclined to think so; the 
margin was at present 20 per cent., but 
incentives reduced this stil] further. The 
matter had an important impact on 
apprenticeship and, indeed, on a great many 
things. He thought they ought to work 
towards a three-tier payment system: 
attendant, semi-skilled and the full crafts- 
man. Mr. GosLanp also thought the 
differential too small. Mr. Francis foresaw 
difficulties if the margin was too small. The 
more incentive there was to become skilled 
the better. 


Vote of Thanks 


A vote of thanks to the Question Master 
and the Brains Trust was moved by Mr. 
A. A. Thorne and seconded by the Area’s 
vice-chairman, Mr. P. E. Trench. 





On view for the first time at the luncheon 
was a shield, made by apprentices of the 
Hammersmith School of Arts and Crafts, on 
which are recorded the names of the chair- 
men of the Area since its inauguration early 
in the war. 


INQUIRY BUREAU 


Developer’s Right to Connect to 
Existing Sewer 


Q—I am the owner of a piece of ground 
which I intend to develop with six houses. 
Across it, I find, runs a sewer which many 
years ago was a private one serving several 
properties above my land and discharging 
into a disused chalkpit below my land, In 
recent years the local Council “ took over” 
this sewer and are now responsible for its 
maintenance and the efficient disposal of the 
sewage. The chalkpit soakaway does not 
work very well, and has occasionally to be 
emptied by local contractors. 

If I erect houses on this land have I the 
right to demand connections to this now 
public sewer? Can the Council refuse to 
permit further connections on the grounds 
that the outfall is already overburdened 
or are they under an obligation to improve 
the outfall so as to accommodate new 
connections? 

BREVIS. 


A-—Section 34 of the Public Health Act. 
1936, provides that the owner or occupier of 
any premises, or the owner of a private 
sewer, shall be entitled to have his drains or 
sewer connected with the public sewer. If 
any person wishes to avail himself of this 
right he must notify the local authority, who 


may refuse to allow the connection if they 74 


consider that the person’s drains or sewers 
are in such a condition that the link-up 
would be prejudicial to the public sewerage 
system. I do not think, however, that the 
authority could refuse consent under this 
section because of the inadequacy of the 
public sewers, though the cost of the con- 
nection must be borne by the owner or 
occupier of the premises. 

It must be remembered, however, that the 
proposed building of six houses will require 
planning permission under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. The local plan- 
ning authority might refuse permission for 
the building of the houses on the ground that 
it would give rise to increased demands for 
public services including sewerage, although 
it would be drastic to refuse permission solely 
on the ground of the lack of adequate sewer- 
age facilities. If permission is granted for 
the houses, the owner or occupiers can claim 
their rights under section 34 of the Public 
Health Act, 1936. 


A. E.-T. 
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Interpretation of RIBA Form 9 
Contract 


Q.—1I would appreciate a ruling regarding 
the interpretation of the RIBA Form of Con. 
tract in relation to a quotation submitted 5 
a general contractor in competition we 
specialists for work which is covered bya 
provisional sum in the bills of quantities 

(1) Assuming that the general contractor’; 
quotation is the lowest and has been 
ted, is he entitled to claim in addition to the 
amount of his net, quotation the cash 
discount he would have received had the 
work been carried out by a nominated 
specialist? 

(2) If, following the provisional sum in th: 
bills of quantities, the general contractor has 
added separate sums for profit and attend. 
ance is he entitled to claim these items 
calculated proportionately on the amount of 
his quotation? 

J. A. 

A.—Obviously I have no authority, nor 
am I competent, to give a general ruling on 
these two points in connection with Sub- 
clause (f) of Clause 21 of the RIBA Standard 
Form; the most I can do is to give my con- 
sidered opinion. 

(1) As the sub-clause has the effect of 
putting the general contractor in the position 
of a nominated sub-contractor, I am inclined 
to the opinion that he is entitled to such 
cash discount. 

(2) Again, I think the answer is in the 
affirmative, and for the same reason. 

Assuming that a difference of opinion has 
arisen in regard to the above matters in a 
specific contract (as, no doubt, it has on 
many occasions), then the difference should 
be referred to the arbitrator under Clause 26 
of the contract, as matters of construction 
can be so referred. Otherwise, it may be 
that the Joint Contracts Tribunal would give 
a “ruling” on the matter, if approached, 
which would be helpful; indeed, they may 
already have done so, but I have no record 
of it. It must be realised, however, that 
such a “ruling” is not a lega} decision with 
binding force. 

N. P. G. 


GOLF 


LMBA Beat RICS 


IN A MATCH played at Wentworth, the 
London Master Builders Association golfing 
society beat the Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors golfing society by 10} matches to 


Results (RICS names first): 
SINGLES 


W. Edwards (6) lost to L. S. Foster (1) J Mf 
E. N. Harris (6) beat F. R. Clemens (6) .. 2& 
W. H. Hutton (7) halved ‘with C. Ibbetson (1), , 
O. Chesterton (8) lost to D. F. Cox (7) 2 
H. W. Bailey (10) beat P. H. Bates (8) 38! 
T. B. Angliss (13) lost to L. Dobbs (10) .. 6& 5 
L. B. Garland (15) beat H. Beaumont (15) .. 35 
K. G. Higgins (15) lost to P. N. Cox (17) ; 
A. Avery (16) beat A. G. Miles (17) i”, 
T. Cook (16) lost to E. F. Burrows (18) 25 
M. H. Thackray (16) lost to F. A. Wallis (17) ee 
C. T, Every (20) lost to G. A. Hill (18) -- 
FOURBALLS ae 
Edwards & Cook lost to Foster & Burrows .. ie 
Harris & Hutton lost to Clemens & Ibbetson dehy 
Bailey & iss beat Bates & Dobbs i: 
Thackray & Every halved with Wallis sks 


Chesterton & Higgins beat Cox & Cox .- 
Garland & Hall halved with Beaumont & Miles 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. G. H. Dines, AIOB, who joined the por, od 
21 years ago, and who for some time past has Uo 
building manager; arid Ae 5 ’ 

b fer of 19 years’ service, for Junge At manag 
the company’s roadworks 4 tllog mg 


depot ., Stone, 
polened dicemees of Percy Bilton, Ltd.. of 113, 
street, W1. 
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BRITISH SKILL AND CRAFTSMANSHIP 
Electricity and National Prosperity 


. ras inherent skill and craftsmanship 

must be made to yield increased 
dividends from world markets. Britain can 
make it, and no one must be able to make 
it better.” This call and challenge to British 
industry was made at Torquay recently by 
Co. B. H. Leeson, CBE, TD, MIEE, 
director, The British Electrical and Allied 
Manufacturers’ Association and president of 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers. He 
was speaking on “ Electricity and National 
Prosperity” to the fifth British Electrical 
Power Convention. 

Colonel Leeson said the shortage of coal 
was a principal cause of our economic in- 
stability but of no less importance was the 
decline in the intensity of human endeavour. 
The challenge that faced the nation to-day 
was still one of re-orientating our productive 
effort so that it might take account of the 
basic changes in world economy and dove- 
tail into the world’s demands. There was 
po reason why Britain with her natural re- 
sources of coal and the human qualities of 
discovery, inventiveness and craftsmanship 
could not, if she was prepared to make the 
necessary effort, win economic recovery and 
prosperity in the “new Elizabethan era.” 

Steps must be taken to pass from the sur- 
gery of import cuts to the needed cure of 
freeing and creating—not handicapping— 
greater world-wide trade. The research, 
development and state of the electrical in- 
dustry was such that it was ready to make 
a further contribution im re-equipping in- 
dustries and improving their productivity and 
hence their ability to export, like the elec- 
trical industry itself, against growing compe- 
tition the world over. 


Overseas Trade 


The pattern of British overseas trade was 
changing. Once we were the workshop of 
the world, manufacturing goods of varying 
kinds to suit our external markets. But to- 
day the newly established light industries 
abroad were able to sell many of their pro- 
ducts on their home markets at considerably 
lower prices than Britain. No longer could 
Britain expect to supply cheap cotton goods, 
for example, to India and the Far East to 
the same extent as a generation ago. We 
must Concentrate our efforts on producing 
goods which would be unsurpassed in quality 
and bought for that consideration rather than 
Price. Our inherent skill and craftsmanship 
must be made to yield increased dividends 
from world markets. “ Britain can make 
it, and no one must be able to make it 
better,” 

Next to the land, Britain’s coal deposits 
were the most important primary asset. The 
Most modern processes and techniques of 
industry demanded ever-increasing quanti- 
les of heat, light and power. Industrial 
Productivity was largely dependent on the 
amount of energy available to the work- 
People. Coal and electricity were the 
parvats of prosperity. The coal supply, 
Po pea was- falling far behind the poten- 
ides demand. To conserve our coal the 
ideal would be not to export it, but this was 
impracticable. 

Col. Leeson Said that if we were to in- 
“tease productivity, the prime requirement 
Was a plentiful supply of power. The prob- 

Which faced them was whether capital 
ation for supply equipment would be 
lent to take into account rapidly in- 
“easing applications of electricity; the 


replacing of obsolete and obsolescent plant 
to obtain fuel economy, and the need of in- 


dustry for increased electrical horse-power ; 


to achieve greater productivity. The early 
attainment of a yearly rate of plant instal- 
lation, reaching 2,000 megowatts, was 
imperative, and a capital investment policy 
allowing this rate of installation was a 
necessity to economic recovery which could 
not be stressed ‘too greatly. 

From a recorded value in 1907 of £14 m. 
the output of the electrical manvfacturing 
industry had risen to an estimated total of 
£730 m. in 1952; the industry now pro- 
vided employment for nearly 600,000 people. 
It was the second in the list of exporting 
industries with £218 m. 

One of the fundamental requirements of 
the expansion of exports was that the 
industry concerned should have a stable, 
progressive and resourceful home market— 
“a base from which the merchant adven- 
turer in the new Elizabethan era may set 
forth with both the enterprise and the 
wherewithal to undertake the venture and 
the risks that are inevitably involved.” 


To this great end, industry looked to the 
Government to implement as soon as it could 
its undertaking in relation to export expan- 
sion that was given in the 1952 Economic 
Survey, namely, “to create and maintain 
economic conditions favourable to such 
expansion.” For example, home markets 
must be freed from all artificial handicaps, 
such as purchase tax and other restrictive 
controls, so that the manufacturer might 
have the necessary quantity production and 
other facilities that would place him in a 
position to compete with the world. 

The task of British industries in expanding 
their exports lay increasingly in their ability 
to supply products having the quality and 
the performance that could not be obtained 
from products purchased elsewhere. If the 
home demand was to be met by austerity 
goods, then industry was faced with manu- 
facturing a smaller quantity of each kind of 
goods, which was not helpful to quantity 
and efficient production. Plants flourished 
best from roots in fertile soil; exports from 
growing home demands. Another issue was 
the expedient for restoring our balance of 
trade by import cuts. More freedom in 
world trade was essential to further expan- 
sion of exports. 

The nation’s economic system was strug- 
gling, with insufficient reserves, to maintain 
a precarious balance between what was put 
into it and what was demanded from it. 

“Are people prepared to have less, or con- 
tribute more?” asked Col. Leeson. “ We 
face to-day a challenge and a choice. Are 
we as individuals and as a nation content 
to accept with complacency the obvious 
trend of affairs towards lower standards of 
living—or, alternatively, do we not take up 
the challenge this represents, and by courage 
and the exertion of more strenuous indi- 
vidual efforts on things that really matter 
change the trend towards recovery and 
better times for one and all? This is a 
human problem to which there can be enly 
one answer—the challenge must be met 
before it is too late.” 

The general lines on which this challenge 
should be taken up were equally clear in 
principle although putting them into prac- 
tice might involve many problems. Those 
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plished first in the primary industries, such 
as coal, in order to increase their output and 


sidiary industries and ultimately spread to 
all industries and activities. 

Col. Leeson concluded: “The problem is 
how to arouse public appreciation of the 
country’s dire need. Much has been done, 
but a clarion call to John Bull to take 
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all, national prosperity stems from its 
people, from its homes and from its indus- 
tries; if every individual! will strive in order 
to thrive himself, then the nation’s prosperity 
will look after itself.” 


INDUSTRIAL 
ELECTRIFICATION 


Speedier Action Necessary 
“A PACE in industrial electrification 
than has hitherto 


the world’s major powers; without it, in the 
long run, we could not support anything like 
our present and standard of 
living,. and must inevitably fall to the level 
of a third- or fourth-rate power.” This is 
the conclusion reached by Mr. E. R. Wix- 
INSON, MIEE, MIMechE, commercial 
manager, British Electricity Authority, in a 
survey of “Electricity and Industrial Pro- 
duction,” which he gave recently at the fifth- 
British Electrical Power Convention at 
Torquay. 

“It is encouraging,” said Mr. Wilkinson, 
“that the necessity for increased industrial 
productivity is now more generally realised 
than at any earlier time. The achievement 
of this increased productivity is a challenge 
alike to the Government, to industrial 
management, to trades unions, and not least 
to the electricity apply industry y 

Mr. Wilkinson that the “ sellers’ 
market” was over and competition in inter- 
national markets must grow more and more 
intense. Our task to i 
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commerce; and yet the work of the house- 
hold must be done. In England and Wales, 
between 1931 and 1951 the number of 
women employed outside their homes 
increased from 5.3 to 6.2 m., while the num- 
ber of private domestic servants decreased 
from 707,000 to 178,000. Such changes 
were symptomatic of the fact that domestic 
and commercial uses of electricity were 
largely supplementary to industrial, and that 
growth in all three together was inseparable. 

“There could be no doubt,” said Mr. 
Wilkinson, “that the world is embarking 
on a phase of unprecedented expansion in 
the scale of use of electricity in industrial 
production; there.is, indeed, no foreseeable 
limit to that expansion, for all the present 
indications are that before the world power 
resources of coal, oil and water-power are 
exhausted atomic energy will have taken 
their place.” 

The significance of the necessity for a 
marked increase in national industrial 
productivity if all our handicaps were to 
be overcome and economic viability 
achieved, lay in the recognition of the 
relation which must exist between produc- 
tivity and the use of energy. The rate of 
increase of productivity became faster as 
mechanisation became more comprehensive. 
The explanation lay in the fact that, broadly 
speaking, mechanisation was accompanied 
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by more scientific management, better fac- 
tory layout, more highly organised flows of 
intensity, etc. 

Mr. Wilkinson referred to the “all too 
familiar story” that the average American 
worker had at his disposal two or three 
times the machine horsepower available to 
his British counterpart. There were no 
signs of any improvement in the relative 
situation in the immediate future: Scheduled 
increases in the United States public supply 
systems were due to amount to 334 m. kilo- 
watts between October, 1952, and December, 
1955. The total amount of new plant to be 
installed by the British Electricity Authority 
in the three years up to 1955 seemed hardly 
likely to exceed one-seventh of that figure 
of additional capacity. The use of elec- 
tricity in British industry required to be 
doubled or, it might well be, trebled before 
we could be said to have reached approxi- 
mate parity. 

The primary difficulty in achieving acceler- 
ation of industrial electrification was the 
acute capital shortage in this country at a 
time when reconstruction and rearmament 
were creating so many compulsory claims 
on our resources. The dilemma which con- 
fronted the nation was resolvable only by 
securing the maximum effective re-equip- 
ment and expansion of industry with the 
minimum practicable capital expenditure. 





September 18 1953 


One major step Aas this directio 
a more general adoption of shift working ; 
industry, as this would make immag.” 
capital expenditure from one and a half to 
two times as effective in Promoting 
productivity. 

Shift working would ease the competition 
for capital which was such a grave national 
embarrassment at the present time, and was 


N would be 


therefore well worthy of serious considera- 


tion by industrialists and trades unions alike 

“ There appears,” said Mr. Wilkinson, “to 
be insufficient appreciation in certain quar- 
ters of the paramount need to give top 
priority to the construction of new power 
stations as one of the main means of increas- 
ing national earning power by increased 
productivity. 

“In seven continental countries (Austria, 
Belgium, France, Western Germany, Hol- 
land, Sweden and Switzerland) capital 
expenditure in electricity supply represented 
an average of 9 per cent, of the total fixed 
capital expenditure by all industries, whereas 
in Great Britain, in spite of our need to 
replace so much over-age plant, the average 
was only 7 per cent. It appears that 
Western Europe has been devoting a larger 
proportion of its annual income to indus- 
trial capital purposes,.and has been alloca- 
ting a greater share of that larger proportion 
to the needs of electricity supply.” 








FIG. 2. 








FIG. 3. 


PREFABRICATED CHIMNEY STACKS 


Savings in Scaffolding and Labour Claimed 


A METHOD for prefabricating chimney stacks is being employed by 
Messrs. Walker (Tooting), Ltd., on one of their sites at Redhill, and 
although they do not claim originality for the general idea they do for its 


detailed application. 


By this method, the section of stack, 2 ft. 9 in. high, is constructed on 
the ground on a wooden frame of 1 in. dimension all round on the overall 
width and depth of the stack. This is given two days in which to set, after 
which an angle-iron frame is placed in position with } in. of the angle under 
the base of the section. This is lifted into position by crane (Fig. 1). The 
bricklayer then forms a bed on the stack and the section is lowered on to the 


bed (Fig. 2). The bolts holding the two diagonal corners of the frame are 
undone and the frame removed (Fig. 3). 


By using this method of prefabrication, it is claimed that one section can 
be erected in ten minutes, and that it saves scaffolding and hod carriers. A 
further advantage that is put forward is that it also serves as a job for brick- 
layers in the event of inclement weather. 
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MoW WINTER LECTURES 


October Pregramme 
HE 1953-54 season of discussion lectures 
arranged by the Ministry of Works on 
abjects of interest to the building~ industry 
next month. The programme for 
October is as follows: — 


6.—" Lightweight Concrete,” by T. 


October . 
whitaker, MSc, AMICE, Building Research 
Station, "Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. 7 p.m. 

October 6.—‘‘ Some Aspects of the Building 
Contract,” by Norman P. Greig, BA, Barrister-at- 
Law. Gas Board’s Lecture Theatre, St. John’s-square, 
se al in Buildings,” by A. G 

—'* Dampness in ings, “ i 

Ca accel C Stoke Park, Guildford. 


Day. Technical College, 
7 p.m. — 

ober 7.—‘ Some Aspects of the Building Con- 
Bene by Norman P. Greig, BA, Barrister-at-Law. 
: Commercial-street, Newport, 


Central YMCA, 
Moa, 7 p.m. 

October 7.~—‘ The Thermal Insulation of Build- 
ings,” by R. R. Houston, BSc. Tottenham Tech- 
nical College, High-road, NIS. 7.15 p.m. 
October 8.—'‘ Design and Quality Control 
Concrete Mixes,” by J. Runcie. Technical College, 
Sunderland. 7 p.m. 

October 8.—'' Hardwoods for Building,’’ by B. J. 
Rendle, BSc., ARCS. Technical School for Build- 
ing, Southway, Bognor Regis. 7 p.m. 

October 12.—‘‘ Seasoning and Preservation of 
Timber,” by Bernard W. Eades. Little Theatre, 
Guild-street, Burton-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

October 13.—** Prestressed Conecrete,’” by J. S. 
Arlett. Police Assembly Room, Shakespeare-street, 
Nottingham. 7.15 p.m. 

October 13.—‘ New and Old Timbers in Build- 
ing,” by J. Jowett. Technical College, Darlington. 
7 p.m 

October 14.—‘‘ New and Old Timbers in Build- 
ing.” by J. Jowett. Technical College, West 
Hartlepool. 7 p.m. 

October 14.—‘‘ Bricks and _ Brickwork,’’ by 
T. G. W. Boxall. Technical College, The Grange, 
Shorncliffe-road, Folkestone. 7 p.m. 

October 14.—'' Painting Traditional Buildings,"’ by 
T. A. Baker. College of Further Education, New- 
town-road, Hereford. 7.15 p.m. 

October 15.—‘* Structural Use of Reinforced Con- 
crete in Building."’ by J. G. Veryard, AMI.Struct.E. 


109, 


Hope Church Hall, High-street, Merthyr-Tydfil. 
7 p.m. 

October 20.—‘’ Architecture Today,’’ by Professor 
W. B. Edwards, FRIBA, MTPI. Public Library, 


Vernon-road, Scarborough. 7 p.m. 

October 21.—‘‘ Soil Mechanics in the Building 
Industry,” by A. L. Little, BSc. (Eng.), AMICE. 
College of Arts and Technology, The Newarke, 
Leicester. 7.15 p.m. 

October 21.—‘ Seasoning and Preservation of 
Timber,” by E . B. Boulton, MA. Technical 
College, Tonbridge-road, Maidstone. 7 p.m. 

October 21.—-"' Problems of Plastering,”’ by W. H. 
Ransom. Technical College, Cauldon-place, Stoke- 
on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 
October 22.—‘' Small 
Installations,”” by 

Munici 


Heating and Ventilating 
y A. N. Robinson, AMI.Mech.E. 
: “ Technical College, Hopwood-lane, Halifax. 
Mm, 
October_22.—' Floor Finishes,’’ W. J. Warlow. 
Dudley & Staffordshire Technical College, 
Broadway, Dudley. 7.15 p.m. 
mociober 27.—** Seasoning and Preservation of 
imber,”” by J. Jowett. Mining & Technical College, 
Church-street, Barnsley. 7.15 p.m. 
October 27.— Concrete Placing and Formwork,” 
ty A. B. Harman, BSc., AMICE. Walsall Technical 
» Wisemore, Walsall. 7.15 p.m. 


October 27.—'' Hardwoods for Building,” B. J. 
Rendle, BSc. ARCS. Isle of ; Teetnicai 
College, Hunnyhiil, Newport, Isle of ight. 7 p.m. 


October 27.—"' Soil Mechanics in the Building 
Industry,” by I. K. Nixon Technical Ma: 
field Hail, Felhamenie Craven cg i 


pre, 2 New Timbers and their Uses,”’ by 
. LL, y. E lotel, Eccleston-square 
SWI. 6.30 p.m ea 
October 28. Concrete Placing and Formwork,” 


S. White, BSc 

ichaver’’ Sc, AMICE. ‘Howgill-street School, 
October 28 —* Dam in Buildings,” by A. G 
yo Courtroom, Guildhall, Wrexham. oy ms 

ober 28. Good Practice in Plumbing a 
R. T. Gillet, BSc. A College - 
lane, Derby’ 7 18 m= sd 
October 23: B ilding 
Crane,” by N. s Pi 
Butts, Coveniry. ext rapt 


October 29." ings,”” 
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STANDARDS OF BUILDING 


Sir Thomas Bennett Compares Present 
with Past 


“ MERELY because certain of the finer 

examples of building have survived 
from earlier periods, we must not judge them 
all by those.” This opinion was expressed 
by Sm Tuomas P. BENNETT CBE, FRIBA, 
as guest speaker at the annual supper given 
for their apprentices by Messrs. Higgs and 
Hill, Ltd., at the Ardington Rooms, Clapham 
Junction, on September 12. 


The destruction of certain buildings 
brought about by the war, continued Sir 
Thomas, had exposed faulty structures which 
would not have been permitted under 
present-day standards. That was one of the 
reasons Westminster Hall had to have so 
many repairs. The problem facing the 
designers of to-day was to attain a higher 
standard of building. There had been a 


of time when the leading craftsmen or fore- 


men had been in charge of the job. In 
those days, cost and time had been 
immaterial, but to-day methods had altered. 
Engineers and architects were constantly on 
the sites to check the work. 


Sir Thomas felt that the education of 
building workers was a vital factor. There 
was room in the building industry for talent 
of every possible description, and tradition 
had never been more alive than it was at 
the moment. 


Mr. GeratpD Hit, in welcoming his 
guests, expressed his delight at seeing so 
many “ old boys” resent, including appren- 
tices who had come back to the firm to serve 
as craftsmen. The firm had 45 indentured 
apprentices attached to its head office in 
London, and five others at its Coventry 
office; 12 were bricklayers, 19 carpenters, 
four plumbers, four painters, three electri- 
cians and one a fitter. 


Work had a tendency to drift out of Lon- 
don in the last few years, Mr. Hill went on, 
and that was why their apprentices num- 
bered only half their figure of previous 
years. The proportion of apprentices to 
craftsmen in the firm was now one for every 
six bricklayers and one for every five 
carpenters. The progress during the past 
year had been excellent. One apprentice 
had distinguished himself the previous year, 
winning a prize in the competition organised 
by the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers for the second best 


The apprentice in the London region. The most 


outstanding event in the last year had been 
the decision that all operatives, including 
apprentices, were to have an extra week's 
annual holiday, starting in 1954. 





Nation’s Housing 

Now that the supply of new houses had 
been increased, the couniry was being urged 
to turn to the problems of existing houses, 
said Mr. J. R. Bevins, MP, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, on September 9, at the 
Swinton Conservative College, Yorkshire. 
He went on to say that there were seven 
million houses in this country let by private 
landlords. Some of them were beyond 
redemption, but most of them were in . fair 
condition, and represented a great national 
asset. Mr. Bevins thought that house 
ownership should be encouraged. If one 
wanted to encourage people to buy, one 
could hardly do so by telling them to wait 
for subsidies which might never come. 


TRAVELLING SCHOLARSHIP 

Opportunity for Registered Plumbers 
IT HAS BEEN DECIDED by the Master and 
Court of the Worshipful Company of 
Plumbers to revive the travelling scholar- 
ship awarded by the company before the 
war. The scholarship, however, will now 
be increased to the value of £100, and two 


years, commencing from 1954, and there- 
after in 1956, 1958, etc. 
The object of the scholarship is to 

mit successful candidates to pos. nilly 
large or exceptionally technical plumbing 
works, and for this purpose the company 
would expect the student to travel for six 
weeks as a minimum, probably together 
with his co-student, in various parts of the 
United Kingdom, and even abroad when 
travelling facilities are easier. The company 
would assist such study by approaching 
owners or contractors to arrange for inspec- 
tion of their works by the students. 


Generally, the intention of the scheme is 
to select registered plumbers who prove 
themselves educated craftsmen qualified to 
er executive positions in the craft of 
plumbing, or teachers of plumbi E 
candidate must be not less rg PE rps 
more than 30 years of age on January | of 
the year of entry. 

The names of candidates must be received 
on or grey beng 31, 1954, and must be 
sent to t lerk, Worshipful Company of 
Plumbers, 108a, Cannon-street, EC4. 


MONOPOLIES COMMISSION 
Linoleum Supply to be Examined 


THe BoaRD OF TRADE have made a new 
reference to the Monopolies and Restrictive 
Practices Commission: the subject is the 
supply of linoleum. The Commission are to 
report both about the facts and about the 
bearing of the facts on the public interest. 


Any person or organisation wishing to 
offer evidence on this subject should write 
to the Secretary of the Monopolies and 
Restrictive Practices Commission, 3, Corn- 
wall-terrace, Regent’s Park, London, NW1. 


Reports of the Commission have already 
been published on the subjects of dental 
goods, cast iron, rainwater goods, electric 
lamps, insulated: electric wires and cables, 
insulin, and matches and match-making 
machinery. The Commission’s* report on 
imported timber has been received by the 
Board of Trade and will be laid before 
Parliament as soon as _ Parliament 
reassembles. The Commission hope 10 
report on the printing of woven fabrics 
before the end of the year. 


Commission are: 
copper and copper-based alloys; certain 
electrical and allied machinery and plant: 
pneumatic tyres; buildings in the Greater 
London area; hard fibre cordage. 





Public Water Supplies 

Circular No. 53/53, recently issued by the 
Ministry of Housing 
Whitehall, SW1, deals with the contamina- 
tion of public water supplies by radioactive 
substances in war-time. 
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FAILURE TO OBSERVE NEW COMPANIES 
BUILDING SAFETY 


REGULATIONS 


Scottish Firm Fined 


ANY building contractors were ob- 
serving the Building (Safety, Health 
and Welfare) Regulations which came into 


August 29, 130, Kenton-rd., 
Eastcote, Pinner, Mdx. 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, regis'ered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 

W. C. Bacon & Co. (Builders), Ltd. (523167.) Regd. 


Kenton, Harrow, Mdx. : 
Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.:; K. Wilson, 45, Collins-dr., some cases an increase in t 


Wenlock Structures, Ltd. (523168.) Regd. August 


September 1g 1953 


BITUMINOUS ROAD MATERIAIs 
Results of DSIR Survey 


H modern road-laying machinery j 
is often necessary to get the maxi “ 


possible output from an asphait Plant, jp 


¢ he output 
to 50 per cent. might be achieved, eae 


; 29, 30, Cornhill, FC3, bidrs., exc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Or mo increase in the size 
operation on October 1, 1948, but others Dir.: en Smatliman, Martham, The Chase, Kings- making improvements in - ree by 
were apathetic towards their responsibilities, wood, Surrey. ing and 


Lawrence Panels, Ltd. (523174.) Regd. August 29 
1, Lawrence-rd., Tottenham, N15, veneer mnfrs. 
plywood panelling, etc. Dir.: Kathleen M. 
wood, 11, Manor-rd., E10. Nom. cap.: £500. 

Gibson & Farmer, Ltd. ($23189.) 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs. 
and Mrs. M. M. Farmer, 15, 
SE18. 

Silver Mist, Ltd. (523230.) Regd. September 1 
Reliant Works, Middle-st., 


despite the efforts made by HM Inspectors 
of Factories to draw their attention to the 
regulations. Because certain bad habits and 
methods of working had grown up with the 
trade there was no reason for their continu- 
ance, especially when the regulations were 
specifically made to counter these habits and 
substitute a much better and safer method 


A. M. 


ki houses and portable bidgs., etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. 
of wor ng. hi Dirs.: G. Bailey and Florence E. Bailey, Reliant-hse., 
This statement was made by Miss _ Brockham, Betchworth, Surrey. 


Margaret Brand, at Falkirk, Stirlingshire, 
Sheriff Court on August 28, when a Scottish 
slaters’ and plasterers’ firm admitted four 
contraventions of the regulations. 


Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: W. 


2 
House, Eastrington, Goole. 


tember 2, 109, Jermyn-st., SWI, bidrs’ mchts, bidrs, 
The firm, Robert Easton and Sons, etc. Nom. cap.: . Dir: W. G. Minns, 86, 
Malfield-drive, Armadale, West Lothian, Leyden Mansions, Crouch Hill, N19 


. Claremont & Co., Ltd. (523286.) Regd. Sep 


pleaded guilty to having on May 29 last at 4.7°3 “is Turnpike-la., N&, bidrs.. etc. Nom. 


Falkirk Town Council’s housing scheme at 
Easter Carmuirs, Camelon, operated a work- 
ing platform which did not meet the re- 
quirements of the regulations. The platform, 
operated at a height of over 6 ft. 6 ins.. 
only comprised two wooden battens each 
64 ins. wide with a space of 6} ins. between 
them instead of the required 34 ins. breadth. 
They also admitted having failed to have 
the platform closely boarded or plated, pro- 
vided with a guard rail and failed to have 
a pully block secured to two standards. 

Miss Brand, in submitting her case for 
the prosecution, said a visit had been made 
to the site and it was found that not only 
was the platform not conforming with regu- 
lations but it was also being used for the 
deposit of materials, and was not made for 
that purpose in accordance with the measure- 
ments laid down. 

Quoting from the Chief Inspector of Fac- 
tories’ Annual Report for 1951 she said that 
last year’s figures stated that there were [in 
Britain} 12,340 accidents on building sites. 
of which 222 were fatal. 160 of those fatal 
accidents, or 72 per cent. of the total, were 
due to persons falling from heights exceed- 
ing 6 ft. 6 ins. i 

Mr. William H. Galloway, solicitor, 
Linlithgow, for the contractors, said the firm 
employed about 120 men, and had gangs 
of men working on various sites. In charge 
of the men was a foreman. He was an 
experienced man and it was his duty to see 
that the scaffolding was erected in accord- 
ance with the regulations. The firm, he said, 
had considered charging the men who were 
working on this particular site under Section 
136 of the Factories Act, 1937, as being 
responsible. Sheriff Macgregor pointed out 
that a firm could not delegate its responsibi- 
lities. 

When Mr. Galloway described this offence 
as a “test case,” adding that his firm were 
the “ guinea pigs,” Sheriff Macgregor again 
interrupted to say: “ This cannot be a test 
case. There is no point of law to be 


Hill, N21. 

H. Beavis & Son (Cardiff), Ltd. (523289.) Regd. 
September 3, bidrs, etc. Nom. cap.: £5, Dirs.: 
L. E. Beavis and Mrs. K. L. K. Beavis, 16, St. 
Georges-rd., Cardiff. 

A. Digby & Sons, Ltd. (523327.) Regd. September 
4, 61a, Silchestererd., W10, constructional engrs., etc, 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: A. C. Digby and Annie E. 
Digby, 26, Calvert House, Westway, W2. 

L. R. Himpfen, Ltd. (523337.) Regd. September 4, 
61a, Silchester-rd., W10, constructional engrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: L. R. Himpfen and Margaret 
M. Himpfen, 44, Fermor-rd., W9. 

H. Evans, Ltd. (523332.) Regd. September 4, 182, 
Church Hill-rd., East Barnet, Herts, designers and 
mnirs. of decorative metal work and lighting equip- 
ment, etc. Nom. cap.: £150. Dirs.: H. Evans and 
Mrs. G. Evans, both of 55, Langham-gdns., N21. 


PERFORMANCE TESTS ON 
RIPSAWS 


New FPRL Bulletin 


Tests undertaken at the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory, to obtain information 
on some of the factors affecting saw per- 
formance, are described in the latest* re- 
search bulletin from Princes Risborough. 

The tests were carried out to determine the 
effect of such factors as feed speed, depth 
of cut, tooth shape and number of teeth on 
the operation of circular sawing. A special 
study was also made of the behaviour of 
sawdust in the gullet area, a stroboscope 
being used for direct observation of the saw 
in action. High-speed photography was also 
used in this work. 

All the tests except one were carried out 
on a standard 26-in. hand-feed sawbench 
which was equipped with a variable feed 
gear so that any speed between 20 and 150 
ft./min. could be used. A dynamometer- 
type watt-meter was used to check the power 
input to the 10-hp driving motor under 
various operating conditions. 

Kiln-dried timber with a moisture content 
of 12 per cent. was used and successive saw 
cuts were made along the length of the 
samples. The woods used were poplar, 
Californian redwood, wych elm, beech, lime, 
oak and agba. 

The bulletin describes the test equipment 
and the general method adopted in carrying 
out the tests. In addition the tests themselves 
are described in detail and the result of each 
test is recorded. 


Miss Brand, before sentence was imposed, 
pointed out that under the Act the firm were 
liable to a fine of £20 on each of the four 
charges. 

Sheriff Macgregor, however, fined the firm 
£5 on each of the four offences (a total of 
£20) and granted the prosecution expenses 
amounting to Ils. 11d. 





*“ The Performance of Circul it i 
Bulletin No. 27. Published A ing FR 


Is. 9d. (by post Is. 10}d.). 


ws,”” 
for DSIR by HMSO, price 


M. Key- 


Regd. August 31, seven asphalt and coated macadam p 


“Rasinned., Pi dering described in Road Research Technical Paper 


Brockham, Betchworth, 
Surrey., designers, mnfrs. and erectors of prefabricated 


W. White & Son, Ltd. (523236.) Regd. September materials 
1, mntrs. of bricks, tiles, slates, pipes, pottery, etc. 
White, Stonebridge 


£1,000. Dir.: E. Claremont, 31, Hillcrest, Winchmore 


, screening arrangements, and in some 
, of the gencral design. This is one of the con- 
clusions resulting from a detailed survey of 


No. 27 published by HMSO (price 2s.). The 
, survey was made in close co-operation with 

the firms working the plants, while they were 
engaged in normal commercial production, 

In the manufacture of bituminous road 
the product must comply with the 
specification and be uniform in quality. Aj 
the same time, the output of the mixing plant 


Derrick Minns & Ptnrs., Ltd. (523255.) Regd. Sep- must keep pace both with the supply of mate. 


rial and with the capability of the laying 
machines. The survey was made to find out 


orang in what ways the operation of each plant fel] 


short of this ideal and to show where 
improvements are most needed. Some of the 
conclusions and recommendations are as 
. follows: 


On asphalt plants, a separate feed-hopper 
with controlled output should be provided 
for each size of aggregate to eliminate delays 
due to empty or overfull hot-storage bins. 
Asphalt plants using two storage bins for 
hot aggregate generally gave as satisfactory 
control of grading as those using four bins. 


Automatic methods of proportioning the 
materials should be adopted on batch plants 
for both aggregate and binder. They appear 
to be quicker than visual methods, and are 
more reliable and accurate. Improvements 
are urgently needed in the arrangements for 
handling and proportioning filler on both 
batch and continuous plants. 


The output of continuous dryers could 
probably be much increased by fitting a 
combustion chamber and by having a larger 
flame. 


The control of aggregate temperature was 
good in the batch heaters, but not so good 
when continuous dryers were used alone. 


ROADS IMPROVEMENT 


Government’s Policy Criticised 


THE Roads Improvement Association have 
reviewed the statement by the Minister of 
Transport to Parliament upon what he 
describes as “this ghastly picture of road 
accidents with its incalculable loss to the 
nation’s wealth” and feel it is not clearly 
realised that the Government’s proposal 10 
deal with the situation by “ commencing im- 
provements costing £22 million as soon as re 
sources permit” is no advance upon 
policy that has prevailed for the last seven 
years and produced this “ ghastly picture. 


The Association states: Everyone us 
the roads every day, and to enable all to do 
so in safety the Government should authorise 
forthwith the expenditure of an additional 
£10 million upon repairs and improvements 
during the present financial year. Next yeat 
an additional £20 million should be author 
ised. These relatively modest sums COU 
be provided without any strain upon ° 
national services and would quickly produce 
savings many times the amounts spent. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


pritish Standards 

The following British Standards have been 
issued: BS 1362, “Cartridge Fuse- 
jinks for use in Plugs,” price 2s. 6d.; BS 476, 
“Fire Tests on Building Materials and Struc- 
” price 4s. Copies may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 

Branch, 2, Park-street, wi. 


Direct Labour at Birmingham 

After discussions between representatives 
of the Birmingham house building committee 
and the housing management committee on 
puilding by direct labour, the city engineer 
and surveyor, the city architect and the hous- 
ing manager have been asked to submit a 
joint report. The report is to deal with 
the minimum number of houses to make 
direct labour a practical proposition and the 
kind of organisation which should be set up 
for direct labour. 


Census of Production 


The scope of the census of production to 
be taken in 1955 in respect of the year 1954 
and the information to be obtained have 
now been considered by the Census of Pro- 
duction Advisory Committee. Details of 
output and materials headings to be specified 
for 1954 will be sent for comments to the 
trade associations concerned as soon as 
possible. Any firm in the field of produc- 
tion requiring further particulars about the 
census for 1954 should address its inquiries 
to the Census of Production Office, Neville 
House, Page-street. SWI, stating the nature 
of the business carried on. 


Training for Management 

The British Institute of Management, 8, 
Hill-street, London W1, have recently pro- 
duced a survey of administrative studies in 
this country entitled “ Education and Train- 
ing in the Field of Management.” This is 
in two volumes. The first, now published, 
covers subjects in the management field 
taught at universities and national, technical 
and commercial colleges of further educa- 
tion, and in the examinations of professional 
and educational bodies. The second volume 
will cover short courses at residential insti- 
tutions and university extra-mural establish- 
ments, and training courses carried out by 
professional and educational bodies and by 
trade unions, trade associations and indi- 
vidual firms. 


Fuel Conservation 


Fuel Conservation is the title of the latest 
British Productivity Council’s report, which 
was published on September 7. Since its 
compilation, the decision has been taken to 
set up in the UK a Fuel Efficiency Organisa- 
tion, for the initiation of which the British 
Productivity Council has accepted responsi- 
bility. The report presents the findings of 
2 fuel utilisation specialists drawn from the 
engineering, heating and ventilating, brew- 
ing, chemical, textile and paper industries. 
who last year made a specific study ef power 
installations and manufacturing and process 
plants in the United States to ascertain how 
fuelsaving methods used in that country 
could be applied profitably to industry in 

t Britain. The report stresses the 
urgent need for the better utilisation of all 
'ypes of fuel, but principally of coal, which 

is the basis of industrial life in Britain 
and for all practical purposes is the coun- 
y's only indigenous source of energy.” 

are obtainable from the Council at 
21. Tothill-street. SW1, price 5s., post free. 


THE BUILDER 


Association’s Journal 


Issue No. 5 of “Super-Vision,” journal 
of the Surrey Assocjation of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works, is now available. 
Capies can be obtained from the Secretary 
at 7, Molyneux-road, Farncombe, price 6d. 


Editorship Resigned 

Mr. Rolt Hammond, ACGI, AMICE, of 
54, New - street, Henley - on - Thames, 
announces that he has resigned the editor- 
ship of Machinery Lloyd and has returned 
to his free-lance activities. 


An Editorial Post 


Mr. Kenneth Street, formerly Editor of 
“ Official Architecture and Planning,” has 
accepted a post on a construction journal in 
Jamaica and will leave Majorca for the West 
Indies at the end of this month. 


Further Education 


A bulletin of special courses in higher 
technology being held in technical colleges 
in the South West region has been issued. 
Copies, price 4d., are available from the 
Regional Council for Further Education for 
the South West, 12, Lower Castle - street, 
Bristol 1. 


Commercial Travellers 


A factual survey of terms and conditions 
of employment for commercial travellers 
has been produced by the United Commer- 
cial Travellers’ Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland (UKCTA) (Incorporated), 180, 
181 and 182a, Tottenham Court-road. W1. 


Brickworks Extension Opened 

Already one of the largest producers of 
bricks in the area, the West Midlands 
Divisional Coal Board is to increase its out- 
put with the extended brick-making plant at 
Hednesford. On September 14, Mr. I. W. 
Cumberbatch opened an extension at the 
Hednesford brickworks that will increase its 
annual production from 16m. to 24m. bricks. 
The increase will be made possible by the 
installation of a new kiln and modern brick- 
making machinery. 
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Housing Complaints 

Richmond Corporation ing Commit- 
tee have asked an sochinal to eae out an 
independent investigation into alleged defects 
in new council houses on the Sandy-lane 
estate at Petersham, Surrey. He was selected 
from a list of three architects nominated by 
the RIBA upon the request of the 
Corporation. 


The Late Mr. E. W. T. King 


Mr. E. W. T. King, vice-president of the 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Association, 
died on September 9. His enthusiasm for 
EJMA was boundless, and as chairman of 
JWEF he gave unstintingly of his fime and 
abilities in negotiations with operatives” 
representatives of the joinery and wood- 
working industries. 


Extension to Car Factory 

Work has started on a 144,000 sq. ft. 
extension to Vauxhal]l Motors’ branch fac- 
tory at Dunstable, Beds. The cost of the 
extension will be over £750,000. The extra 
space will be used chiefly for the manufac- 
ture of sparé parts. 


Taps 

A folder describing their “ Easilyne " taps 
has been produced by Sanbra, Ltd., Aston 
Hall-road, Birmingham. These taps arc 
finished in chromium and streamlined for 
practicability. 


Annual Report 

The 1953 Annual Report of the Builders’ 
Clerks’ Benevolent Institution has now been 
issued, with the rules of the Institution. 
Copies are available from 47, Bedford- 
square, WC1. 


Gift Timber for Flood Defence 


A gift of Canadian timber worth £5,000 
from the Government of British Columbia 
is to be used to strengthen the banks of the 
River Hull between Stoneferry and Haworth 
Hall, making safe the prefabricated homes in 
one area which came within inches of flood- 
ing last winter. The timber is part of a 
£15,000 consignment sent from Canada soon 
after the news of the East Coast flood 
disaster was received. It was intended for 
the reconstruction of flood-damaged houses, 
but they agreed to the British Government’s 
suggestion that its use was more urgently 
required in rebuilding the flood-defence 
system. ; 


Prefabs for Earthquake Areas 


A Hull builder, Mr. J. L. Spooner, may 
soon be sending wooden prefabricated homes 
to the victims of the Greek earthquake. He 
returned to his Hull office recently after a 
ten-day visit to the Ionian Islands and at 
once began planning an _ easy-to-build 
wooden house for use in devastated towns. 
Mr. Spooner said that the devastation was 
terrible but that he was sure British manu- 
facturers could meet the demand for homes. 
The prefabricated wooden houses which they 
were building in this country were quite un- 
suitable, he thought, and they wanted some- 
thing that could be built even more quickly. 
A spokesman of the Ministry of Works told 
The Builder that a party of six or seven 
manufacturers of prefabricated buildings 
had recently visited the earthquake areas 
with a view to ascertaining if there was a 
market there for their products. The party 
was privately organised, but received the 
Ministry's support. 
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OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Purchase Tax on Floor Coverings 


THe Treasury have made an Order under 
Section 21 of the Finance Act, 1948, entitled 
“The Purchase Tax (No. 2) Order. 1953.” 
the effect of which is to exclude floor cover- 
ings from the exemptions specified in Group 
6(c) of the Purchase Tax Schedule. 

The order is designed to make it clear that 
the exemptions provided for certain kinds 
of tissues and fabrics in Group 6(c) do not 
apply when those tissues and fabrics are in 
the form of floor coverings. As a conse- 
quence of the order, floor coverings of this 
kind will, in common with other floor cover- 
ings, be chargeable under Group 9. 

The goods mainly affected are jute, sisal, 
coir and hair-cord carpeting and matting, 
but the order applies also to any other 
fabrics identifiable as floor coverings which 
may have fallen under the Group 6(c) exemp- 
tions, ¢.g., backed or coated felt carpeting. 

The order applies to goods on which tax 
became chargeable on or after September 
14, that is to say, to goods despatched on 
sale by registered traders to unregistered 
traders, to goods appropriated to retail trade 
or similar purposes by a registered trader, 
and to imported goods entered with the 
Customs or which are delivered from bonded 
warehouse for home consumption, on or 
after that date. 

As from September 14 the following 
amendment has been made in the Statutory 
Schedule printed in heavy type in Notices 
Nos. 78 and 78D:—-Group 6. In paragraph 
(c), after the words “furnishing fabrics” 
add “ floor coverings.” 

Copies of the order (Statutory Instruments 
1953, No. 1356) may be obtained from 
HMSO. price 2d. 


Import Duties 


THE IMPORT duties on certain iron and 
steel goods were suspended for one year 
from September 19, 1952, by the Import 
Duties (Exemptions) (No. 4) Order, 1952. 
The Import Duties (Exemptions) (No. 3) 
Order, 1953, which comes into force on 
September 19, 1953, continues the suspension 
of these duties, with some modifications, for 
a further period of six months. One new 
heading in respect of sheets and strip coated 
with an inorganic silicate to a thickness not 
exceeding 0.1 mm. has been added to the 
Schedule to the Exemption Order: this 
covers certain types of electrical sheets and 
strip. The following goods are excepted 
from the new Exemption Order: heat- 
resisting alloys of a type used for electric 
heating elements; cold rolled plates, sheets 
and strip of a width not exceeding 18 in.; 
and barbed and single wire. Copies of the 
import Duties (Exemptions) (No. 3) Order, 
1953 ‘(SI No. 1343), can be obtained from 
the Stationery Office, or any bookseller. 


Imports of Hardwood 


WHEN ARRANGEMENTS for imports of hard- 
wood during the current half year were 
announced, it was stated that similar treat- 
ment would be given to all applications 
whether submitted early or late in that 
period. 

“ft has been represented to the Board of 
‘Trade’ that this arrangement might result in 
‘part of the foreign currency available for 
hardwood imports remaining unallocated. 
although some importers wished to import 
more than the amount for which they held 
licences. The Board of Trade will 
accordingly be prepared from October 1 to 















THE BUILDER 


consider fresh applications from those who 
have already had_ licences refused wholly 
or in part, and as from October 1 the Board 
will no longer guarantee that those who 
apply late will receive the same treatment 
as if they had applied before that date. 


Bitumen and Basic Slag 


THE BoaRD OF TRADE have given notice 
that they are considering applications for the 
addition to the Free List, under the Import 
Duties Act of 1932, of the following mater- 
ials: “Bitumen in hot liquid form”; 
and “Basic slag, whether ground or not.” 

These materials are at present liable, under 
the Act, to the general ad valorem duty of 
10 per cent. Any representations which 
interested parties may wish to make in 
regard to either application should be 
addressed to the Board of Trade, Industries 
and Manufactures Department, Division 1, 
Horse Guards-avenue, Whitehall, SW1, not 
later than October 3. 


TRADE NEWS 
Nickel Bulletin 


The July issue of the Nickel Bulletin, 
published by the Mond Nickel Co., Ltd., 
Sunderland House, Curzon-street, W1, marks 
the completion of 25 years continuous pub- 
lication and includes a short review of its 
aims and scope. 


Machinery 

Their first comprehensive post-war 
catalogue has been issued by George Cohen, 
Sons and Co., Ltd., Cunard Works, Chase- 
road, NWI10. This gives details of their 
stocks of new and secondhand machinery 
and works equipment, 


New Anti-Corrosive Paint 

A new general purpose anti-corrosive 
paint for structural metal work has been 
developed by Tretol, Ltd., 12-14, North End- 
road, London, NWI11. This is Tretolastic 
Anti-Corrosive paint which, the manufac- 
turers state, is based on a special combina- 
tion of synthetic resins that provide the 
maximum degree of protection against 
atmospheric corrosion. It is stated to be 
free-flowing and can also be sprayed with- 
out difficulty. The paint is made in 12 
colours, also black and white, and special 
rust-inhibitive primers are available where 
required. 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 


63) 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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Die Grinder Kit 


_A die grinder kit, type D 
introduced by Wolf Electric Took La 
driving unit has a capacity for rind 
wheels up to 1#-in. dia. by 5/16 in a 
a speed (running light) of 16,000 rpm, “ 
input on full load is 270 watts and its net 





The DG1 die grinder. 


weight is 5 lbs. Although primarily intended 
as a portable tool, it may be mounted in a 
bench clamp stand for stationary use. The 
complete kit is supplied in a steel carrying 
case, and provides a method for grinding 
down contours, correcting inacctracies in 
dies, light profile grinding, retouching taps, 
cutters and forming tools, etc. 


Saw Bench 


A recent addition to the range of wood- 
working machinery marketed by Startrite 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Gads Hill, Gilling- 
ham, Kent, is their 11 in. SP 195 saw bench 
which is understood to cut stock 4 in. thick, 
and rip to the centre of a 5 ft. panel. Ii 
has a 3 ft. by 3 ft. cast-iron table as a fixed 
member, and the saw is arranged to rise and 
fall. It is suitable for ripping, kit mitring, 
grooving and shaping, and is powered by a 
14-hp motor. 


Water Repellent 


A preliminary data sheet, D 11-2, has been 
produced by Midland Silicones, Ltd, 19, 
Upper Brook-street, W1, giving information 
on their experimental water-repellent pro- 
duct, Siliconate D 3032. Preliminary tests 
have shown that the setting time of newly 
laid concrete may be reduced by surface 
treatment with this product, which would 
also reduce the cracking and shrinking of 
the concrete. When incorporated in the 
dilution-water of cement and concrete, it 's 


understood also to reduce water absorption. 


New Type of Brick 


William Leech (Builders), Ltd, New 


castle-on-Tyne, are producing a new lype 
of brick at their Coxhoe (Durham) bnick- 


works. About 50,000 bricks are being made 
weekly and this will shortly be doubled. 


The brick is a wire-cut building brick with 
dimpled rustic facing, ‘It is claimed that 
the brick is 20 per cent. lighter, than the 
machine-pressed brick and that the met 
of suspending the bricks to dry, allowing 
the air to circulate all round, ensures # 
more uniform texture. The bricks are per 
forated with 20 half-inch holes, and #5 
claimed that when the bricks are 
cement enters these holes and produces * 
more durable bond. The new type of 

is to be used on a coniract for 102 houses 
for South Shields Corporation. 
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sagineering Alloys 


it designers to select the most suit- 

9 Magnuminium ” alloy for particular 
yirements, High Duty Alloys, Ltd., 
Slough, Bucks., have produced a booklet of 
echnical data. This gives the physical and 
ified mechanical properties of the alloys 
which are manufactured by them in ‘the 
forms of ingots, billets, forgings, extrusions, 


snd and die castings. 


Firm's Record 

A ceremony took place recently at the 
Midland Joinery Works, Ltd., Burton-on- 
Treat, when gold watches were presented to 
45 employees, whose service with the firm 
jotalled 1,123 years. Their chairman and 
managing director, Councillor Thomas 
Osborne, also chairman of the Housing 
Committee and Transport Committee of 
Burton TC, in making the presentations, 
reviewed the progress of the firm and stated 
that it was gratifying to recall that they had 
experienced no strikes, lock-outs or labour 
disputes in their history of 32 years. The 
present payroll is 300. 


' intended 


nted in a Automatic Controls 
ise. The Centralised contro] panels are among the 
Carrying items produced by Teddington Industrial 
grinding Equipment, Ltd., Windmill-road, Sunbury- 
racies in on-Thames, Middlesex. These panels form 
ing taps, the “nerve centres” of automatic control 

systems for all kinds of heating, cooling, 

air conditioning and industrial process plant. 

A complete range of individual controls 
f wood- responsive to temperature, pressure, 
Startrite humidity, liquid level and speed are also 
Gilling. made by them, including an electric pro- 
w bench portioning control system operating on the 
n. thick. balanced beam relay principle, which is 
nel. I understood to provide extremely powerful 
a fixed and sensitive control without amplification. 
rise and 
~_ NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE 
ed by a 

£35m, Spent on Development 

SINcE the start of the National Health 

Service about £35m. has been spent on 
as been hospital capital development, according to 
id., 19, the Report of the Ministry of Health for 
‘mation the year ended December 31, 1952, which 
it pro- has just been published. Although no 
y tests catirely new hospital has been built, much 
newly tas been done with the limited resources 
surface available to raise the general standard of 


would hospital accommodation by the repair of war 


ing of ge, by modest works of improvement 
in the and modernisation which have been carried 
it is out all over the country and by a limited 
rption. aumber of major extensions at some hospi- 
lals where they were specially needed. A 
list of large projects is given in the report, 
New: but it is emphasised that by far the greater 
type art of expenditure has been on small-scale 
brick- Projects, scores of them in each of the 14 
made hospital regions, designed to improve, bring 
ubled. "P to date and supplement the facilities 
-with already available. 
that articular attention has been directed to 
n the mental health services where shortage 
ethod of nursing staff and accommodation for 
wing Patients continue to cause anxiety. Over- 
es 8 ‘rowding remained at over 14 per cent. and 
per ne list Of mental defectives awaiting admis- 
it is “ion at nearly 9,000. The necessary restric- 
used, ton of capital investment prevented the 
es 8 Pe building projects which alone can 
prick ve the problems of overcrowding and 
yuses Waiting lists, but during the year schemes for 


oe accommodation costing £450,000 
authorised which, when completed, will 
Provide abou: 1,000 beds. 


THE BUILDER 


OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents | 


Australia.—Three new State high schools 
are to be built in Brisbane's suburbs within 
the next two or three years. The first, on 
which work is well advanced, is for Banyo 
and will be ready for the 1954 school year, 
which commences next February. ; 

Extensions costing £Alm. are now being 
made to the Queensland Cement and Lime 
Co., Ltd., works at Darra. A new 350-ft.- 
long kiln, a duplicate of the main kiln which 
has been in use since 1939, has been im- 
ported from England for the new works 
which are being brought into production 
gradually and will reach their peak early 
in 1954. The extensions will increase annual 
cement production there from 150,000 to 
250,000 tons. 

The old Cooma Gaol on the Southern 
Tablelands, New South Wales, which has 
not been used as a prison for over 50 years, 
is being extended, modernised and renovated 
by prison labour at a cost of £70,000. 


Chile.—A large new plant for the manu- 
facture of sulphuric acid is to be constructed 
at Antofagasta in Chile. Engineers of the 
Corporation de Fomento de la Production 
have chosen a site near the Mejillones road 
and railway line in the industrial sector of 
the town. It is estimated that the cost of 
this plant will be in the region of 25m. pesos. 
The Chilean Government has also announced 
that it has decreed the building of a factory 
for the assembly of aeroplanes and gliders. 
The company will be known as the “ Fabrica 
Nacional de Aeronaves (FANAERO- 
CHILE) and will have a capital of 50m. 
pesos. About $200,000 is to be made avail- 
able from funds at the disposal of the 
Chilean Air Force. 

An American firm is reported to be setting 
up a factory for the manufacture of anti- 
biotics, the cost being estimated at $150,000. 
... There are also interesting plans being 
discussed for the creation of a free port at 
Arica. By far the largest project being dis- 
cussed in Chile at the moment is the one 
for the construction of an underground rail- 
way at Santiago. The Government has per- 
mission under a decree to contract an internal 
or external loan up to 54m. pesos for this 
task. Tenders are to be invited for the 
construction of this tube system. 
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Haiti.—Haiti is to encourage local industry 
to expand, and the latest news trom that 
small island is that new factories are to be 
built for the manufacture of siorage bat- 
teries, small metal articles, small plastic 
articles, nails, pharmaceuticals, and bitu- 
minous producis for road construction. At 
Port-au-Prince a soap factory and a textile 
mil] are being built. A petroleum refinery 
is reported to be under consideration, but 
there are obvious difficulties in the way of 
establishing such a large undertaking. 


Hungary.—Budapest City Council has set 
aside £51,000 to restore the exterior elevation 
of the Citadel, built by the Austrian occupiers 
in 1852, which dominates the city from the 
top of Gellert Hill. People have been 
invited to send in suggestions as to the best 
use that can be made of the monument and 
these are now being discussed. In addition 
to restoring the Citadel itself, the City 
Council has budgeted a further £451,000 to 
be spent over the next three years laying 
out parks and gardens on the slopes, repair- 
ing lighting and building new roads and 
paths on the hill. 

A new 90-room hotel is being built at 
Szalinvaros on the Danube. It will have a 
large restaurant, a palm lounge, a coffee 
room, pastry shop and snack bar. A num- 
ber of shops are also being built in this 
city as well as two large retail stores. 


Jordan.—The Jordan Development Board 
is financing a number of projects, among 
which are the extensions of the airport at 
Jerusalem, the completion of last year’s 
road-building programme, minor irrigation 
schemes and the improvement of railway 
facilities throughout the country. Loans are 
also to be given to depressed villages on the 
Israel-Jordan frontier to enable them to 
rehabilitate themselves and to support small 
local industries. 

A reservoir is to be constructed at Maqarin 
in readiness for the canalisation of the 
Yarkuk waters down both sides of the Jordan 
valley. When this is completed, two major 
power stations are to be built to take advan- 
tage of the water power. A survey is already 
being undertaken by an American engineer- 
ing firm, and an agreement has been made 
with Syria, which is to participate in the 
project. Total cost is estimated at about 
£15m. US money is also behind a number 
of plans to build hospitals and a Govern- 
ment laboratory. This has been forthcom- 
ing under the Point IV assistance clause of 
aid to under-developed territories by the 
USA. 

A British firm of consultants submitted a 
report to the Jordan Government some time 
ago on extensions to the Kollundia airport. 
The Ministry of Communications, on behalf 
of the Development Board, has now invited 
local contractors to submit tenders for the 
work. Work has continued on a number 
of roads scheduled by the Development 
Board for improvement with British Develop- 
ment Loan funds. The road from Amman 
to Kerak is now completed as far as the 
Wadi Mujib. Considerable improvements 
have been made to the road from the port 
of Aqaba to the railhead of the railway at 
Naqb Ashtar, and work has started on im- 
proving the road from Naqb Ashtar to 
Ma’an. Expenditure on the Aqaba-Naqb 
Ashtar sector is being met from funds from 
the Jordan Government, _ the British 
Development Loan and the British Army, 
and on the Nagb Ashtar-Ma’‘an sector by 


the British Army. : 
A report has also been submitted recently 


by a British firm of consultants for the 
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development of the port of Aqaba. It is 
known that the report recommends the pro- 
vision of a new lighter quay with storage 
facilities adequate to handle a volume of 
exports estimated to reach 60,000 tons of 
civilian cargo and 40,0C0 tons of military 
cargo per year, and of a phosphates loading 
quay to handle 100,000 tons of phosphates 
exports per year.~ This will necessitate the 
building of a number of warehouses along- 
side the quays. 


African Prefab Market 


A report on the market for prefabricated 
buildings in Southern and Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland, which has been 
prepared by the United Kingdom Trade 
Commissioner in Salisbury, Southern 
' Rhodesia, has been published in the Special 
Register Information Service of the Export 
Services Branch of the Board of Trade, 
Lacon House, Theobalds-road, WCl. The 
report covers the extent of the market and 
sources of supply, the way in which busi- 
ness‘ is done, and gives details of Customs 
duties and other imposts. 








More Building Controls Removed 


JA URTHER relaxations in the control of 
private building in Scotland are an- 
nounced in a Department of Health circular 
that has just been issued to local authorities. 
In September, 1952, local authorities were 
asked to issue building licences as freely as 
possible without prejudicing the expanding 
programme of houses built to let and subject 
to their being satisfied on the merits of each 
application. Local authorities are now asked 
to issue building licences without question, 
save for the norma] planning and by-law 
consents, to any person who wishes to build 
or have built a house: of not more than 
1,500 sq. ft., and any builder who wishes 
to build up to 12 houses of not more than 
1,500 sq. ft. Applications by builders for 
a licence to build more than 12 houses of 
any floor area up to 1,500 sq. ft. may be 
granted at the local authority’s discretion. 
In all cases the loca] authority should con- 
tinue to insert in each building licence a 
controlled selling price and rent. 

Commenting on these relaxations. the 
circular points out that despite previous 
removal of some controls, private building 
in Scotland has shown no tendency to expand 
in a way that would prejudice the pro- 
gramme of houses to let, and the number 
of licences now being refused by local 
authorities is exceedingly small. Since the 
last relaxation in September, 1952, the total 
output of houses has attained record levels 
and has continued to increase. 

Between the beginning of October. 1952. 
and the end of July this year, 28,224 new 
council houses were completed in Scctland. 
The number of private enterprise houses 
completed was 1,928. The -number of 
council houses at present under construc- 
tion is 38,755, and the number of private 
enterprise houses under construction is 2.219. 

“The Secretary of State hopes that, in 
addition to relieving local authorities of 
inquiries into the merits of most of the 
applications they receive, this new simplifica- 
tion of the licensing arrangements will induce 
private individuals and private builders of 
houses for sale and to let to play a larger 
part than at present in supplementing build- 
ing by local authorities.” 


’ Churches in conjunction 
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BRITISH BUILDERS IN CANADA 
Developments in British Columbia 


AN ADVANCE TEAM of technicians left 
London Airport on September 12 for British 
Columbia to commence preliminary work on 
Annacis Island, the industrial development 
project of the executors of the Duke of 
Westminster’s Grosvenor Estates. 


It has been announced in London that 
the civil engineering and building work will 
be carried out by John Laing and Son 
(Canada), Ltd., a recently formed subsidiary 
of the British contracting company, The 
1,260 acres of Annacis Island, in the Fraser 
River near Vancouver, will be linked to 
the mainland at New Westminster by road 
and rail. The scheme will provide, in addi- 
tion to the factories and warehouses, deep 
fresh-water dock facilities for ocean-going 
vessels. 


Already a number of British manufacturers 
have shown interest in reaching further into 
the Canadian market from the west. 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 





Licences to build houses exceeding 1,500 
sq. ft. in area, the circular adds, should be 
granted only in the exceptional circumstances 
that make the additional accommodation 
necessary. Furthermore, the plans and 
specifications for private houses should pro- 
vide for reasonable economy in the use of 
scarce building materials. “The use of such 
materials should not be permitted toa 
greater extent, size for size, than in the 
authority’s own houses.” 


Housing Progress in Edinburgh 
SINCE JANUARY this year 1,305 houses had 
been built by Edinburgh Corporation com- 
pared with 1,003 in the corresponding period 
last year, COUNCILLOR Matr. A. MurRRay, 











CHURCH ROOF 
COVERINGS 


A survey of alternative 
materials and their method 
of use, prepared by a com- 
mittee set up by the Central 
Council for the Care of 


with the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient 
Buildings. 


PRICE 2/3; by Post 2’6 


° 


Published by The Builder Ltd., 
and obtainable from the 
BOOK DEPT., THE BUILDER HOUSE, 
CATHERINE STREET, W.C.2 
Telephone : TEMPLE BAR 6251 (Est. 5) 














September 18 1953 


chairman, reported at a recent meeting of 
the housing committee. During the past eight 
weeks 464 houses had been completed, com- 
pared with 300 in the corresponding period 
of 1952. 

The brick shortage would soon be over- 
come, he said, and any present shortage was 
only temporary. . 

The City Engineer, Mr. A. TEELE, said 
the biggest single contribution to a‘ brick 
shortage was that this year the brickworks 
had had two weeks’ holiday instead of one, 
which meant a possible reduction in output 
of anything up to 1,250,000 bricks in the 
Lothians. 


Building Safety Group 


A MEETING of the newly formed Edin- 


‘burgh and District Building Safety Group 


was held in the Goold Hall, St. Andrew- 
square, on September 17, when the constitu- 
tion of the new body was submitted for 
approval. The continuing rise in the number 
of accidents to men employed in the building 
industry is causing anxiety to both employers 
and operatives and is receiving the close 
attention of the Factory Department of the 
Ministry of Labour. The object of. the 
group, which is the first to be formed outside 
London, is to promote interest in accident 
prevention among firms within the building 
industry and to maintain interest in the study, 
application and improvement of accident 
prevention methods. The meeting was 
addressed by Mr. T. W. McCullough, HM 
Superintending Inspector of Factories for 
Scotland. 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Auchinleck.—Plans to be prepared for new council 
houses for which the architect is Samuel MacColl (A), 
County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. : 

Carfin.—Plans to be prepared for new Lanarkshire 
workshops for Alexander Chapman which are to be 
erected at Main-st. The architect is James D. Fergu 
son, 16. North-ave., Cambuslang ; 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for new build- 
ings to be erected at Newlands-rd. for which the 
architects are Patten and Fitzsimmons, 58, Kirkton- 
holme-rd., East Kilbride. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for scheme of 
flatted houses at the Mains housing site (West 1) for 
which the architect is Frank Scott (L), Development 
Corporation, Torrence House, East Kilbride. } 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions for The Clyde Bonding Co., Ltd., at The 
North Spiers Wharf. The architects are James 
Taylor Thomson, MacCrae, & Saunders (F&A), 212, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. : 7 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for extensions, alterations 
and additions to Bilsland Bros., Ltd., Hydepark 
Bakery, Hydepark-st., for which the architects are 
Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F&A), 204, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow. a 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new buildings to be 
erected in Govan, for which the architects are Cassidy 
& Co., 2205, Paisley-rd., Glasgow. f 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for The Scottish Co-Opera- 
tive Wholesale Society, Ltd., for scheme of rein 
statement of buildings and additions at Bognar-st., 
for which plans have been prepared by the society 
Agricultural Department, 119, Paisley-rd., Kinning 
Park, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for a new factory fot 
Dunn, Robertson & Co., Ltd., at Crow-rd., Partick. 
The architects are John Laird & Son (F), 87, St. 
Vincent-st., Glasgow. 3 , 

Greenock.—Plans to be prepared by their architects 
for a new Parish Church with other offices, to be 
erected at Norfolk-rd., for the Church of Scotland, 
George-st., Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for Alexandet 


Dunn, Ltd. for a new factory at Uddingston. The 


architects are J. Keran, MacDowall & Kerr, 
Bath-st., Glasgow. . 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for alterations 
and additions to parish church halls at Carfin_for The 
Church of Scotland. The architects are Cowie 
Miller (F), Oakfield-chbrs., Main-st., Motherwell 
Wishaw. ‘ 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for the Shettles- 
ton Co-operative Society, Ltd., for new premises to 
be erected at Springboig-rd., Springboig. _The_archi- 
tects are Keyster, Stanley & Co. (F), 24, St. Vincent 
st., Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new garage, 
workshops and poultry house to be erected at _ 
st., for which the architect is Alexander +- 


Anderson, .Maryville, Kilbarchan, Renfrewshire. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans to be prepared for a _ 
public school to be erected at Baldrinney, for which 
the architect is Thomas Hepburn (F), County Educa 
tion Offices. Glasgow-rd., Paisley. 
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LATE NEWS- 


Electricians’ Strike Move 


Members of the Electrical Trades Union 
who have been on strike were told by the 
union to resume work yesterday morning 
(September 17), when the court of inquiry 
appointed by the Minister of Labour began 
jts examination of the dispute between the 
ETU and the National Federated Electricai 
Association. The inquiry is being held at 
the Royal Courts of Justice. The strike 
began on August 24. 


MoW Staff Changes 


Mr. W. T. Lewis, Ministry of Works 
Regional Director for the North Midlands, 
js being transferred to Manchester on 
October 1 to take charge of the Ministry’s 
offices in the North-West Region in 
succession to Mr. W. D. Marshall, who is 
retiring. Mr. G. H. M. Williams, Assistant 
Regional Director at Birmingham, will 
succeed Mr. Lewis as Regional Director 
(North Midlands) at Nottingham. 


Wrong County 


In reference to the item in our last issue, 
“Anglesey Housing Survey” (page 405), the 
Clerk to the Anglesey CC has pointed out 
that Aled is not in the county of Anglesey. 


RICS Junior Branch Dance 


The first event of the new session for the 
Middlesex and Urban Essex Junior Branch 
of the RICS is the annual dance, which is 
to be held at the Hendon Hall Hotel, 
Hendon, on October 2. Tickets, price 
7s. 6d., from Mr. J. HH. Eke, ARICS, 68, 
Stafford Gate, Potters Bar, Middlesex. 


Kent Houses Too Costly 


Sittingbourne and Milton UDC have 
decided to go to tender again for 32 houses 
on their Canterbury-road estate, following 
the breakdown of negotiations with a group 
of five local builders. The negotiations 
were begun when the average tender received 
proved to be £1,432 per house, against £1,319 
for houses on the North Court estate. 


Housing Brochure 


The latest brochure produced by George 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-grove, 
W6, is entitled “‘ No-Fines Concrete” and 
deals with that method of construction as 
developed by the Wimpey organisation. A 
wealth of plans and illustrations are pro- 
vided, including some excellent colour- 
plates. They show the manner in which 
“No-Fines ” schools, houses, flats and offices 
have been incorporated in various estates in 
the British Isles. The company claims that 
it is possible to build ‘‘ No-Fines” houses 
to almost any design, and emphasises 
that every detail is encompassed, from the 
initial survey, design and site preparation to 
the completion of the structure. 


Census of Production, 1950 


Volume 12 of the report on the census 
of production for 1950 was published on 
September 15, and copies are obtainable 
from HMSO, price 1s. 6d., post 14d. extra. 
Volume 12 comprises “ Building and Con- 
tracting, Gas, Electricity and Water,” and 
covers: building and contracting; local 
authorities (building and civil engineering); 
Tailways (civil engineering), tramway, trolley 
bus and omnibus undertakings (civil engin- 
eering); canal, dock and harbour under- 
takings (civil engineering); gas supply 
industry; electricity supply industry; water 
undertakings. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (7) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 71. 


*Chislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—Civil defence con- 
trol centre. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 22. 

*tPlymouth City C.—{a) Catering instruction 
annexe to the Technical College of Housecraft, Port- 
land-sq.; (b) rebuilding of Central Library, Tavistock- 
rd.; (c) 72 flats at Pembroke-st., Devonport. City A, 
Dep. £3 3s. per scheme. 


SEPTEMBER 23. 

*+Castle Donington RDC.—104 houses and street 
works. McCarthy Collings & Co., architects, 187, 
Forest-rd., Coalville. Dep. £2 2s. 

*7Coventry Corpn.—aAlterations at Holmsdale-rd. 
Div. Police HQ: conversion of adjacent two villas into 
flats. City A. Dep. £1 1s. Tenders by October 13. 


SEPTEMBER 26. 
*t+Newcastle-under-Lyme BC.—Eight 
flats, Windermere-rd. TC. 


SEPTEMBER 29. 


*+Portsmouth City C.—72 flats, Billy Lawn, Leigh 
Park.. City A. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 30. 

*;Durham Cty. Police Authy.—Two pairs police 
houses at Norfolk-rd.. Moorside estate, Consett. G. 
Clayton, FRIBA, Court-la., Durham. 

*tHants CC.—Police house with office attached, 
a. nr. Ringwood. County A, Winchester. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

*+Northumberland CC.—Conversion of Doxford 
Hall, Chathill, into hostel for aged people. County A, 


shops and 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Dep. £2 25. 
*tWorcestershire CC.—Junior school, Norton, 
Stourbridge. Jackson & Edmonds, architects, 116, 


Colmore-row, Birmingham 3. Dep. £2 2s. 
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OCTOBER 1. 

*tHarpenden UDC.—56 houses on Batford (South) 
estate. F. Harris, Clerk of Council. Dep. £1 Is. 
Tenders by October 26. 

Mansfield Woodhouse UDC.—88 houses at Cox’s-la. 
estate (section II). W. Shuker, surveyor, Manor 
House. Dep. £3 3s. é 

Southwell RDC.—Four bungalows, 12 houses and 
four flats, with roads and sewers, at Alexander-rd., 
ar S. Cooper, surveyor, 8, Westgate. Dep. 

2s- 


OCTOBER 2. 


*tEast Sussex CC.—East Grinstead, Blackwell 
county primary (junior) school; Willingdon county 
secondary school. County A, Lewes. Tenders by 
November 20. 

*Glasgow Corp.— Shops and flats at Toryglen. 
Architectural and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate. 


OCTOBER 3. 


*+Swansea CBC.—Scullery /dining-room, Peniel 
Green school, Llansamlet. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 
*tSwansea C, BC.—40 flats, Gendros estate. Boro’ 


A. Dep. £5. 
OCTOBER 5. 

*Liverpool City C.—Site clearance and erection of 
garage and store at Llanforda filter beds, Oswestry. 
WE, 55, Dale-st., Liverpool 2 

Norwich City C.—92 dwellings at Mansfield-la. in 
groups of from 13 to 36 dwellings. City A. 

Peterborough City, C.—100 houses on Dogsthorpe 
North estate, in several groups. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Southwold TC.—Ten dwelling houses at Cautley-rd. 
Cautley & Barsfoot, architects, Thoro’fare, Ipswich. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Tottenham BC.—42 flats and maisonettes at West 
Green-rd, estate, Contract 1. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Uxbridge UDC.—Contract 262, 63 dwellings at 
Corwell-la. Hillingdon. E&S. 

*+Watford RDC.—90 dwellings, Cecil Lodge, 
Abbots Langley. Dawe, Carter and Ptnrs., architects, 
33, Clarendon-rd. Dep. £1 Is. 


OCTOBER 8. 

*Harrow UDC.—(a) 44 dwellings and 8 garages at 
Stonegrove, Edgware; (b) 31 houses and 6 garages at 
Latimer-gdns., Pinner. E&S. Dep. £2 each case. 

*Huntingdon RDC.—Two pairs of bungalows at 
Abbots Ripton. K. Milner, LRIBA, 4, Market-hill, 
Huntingdon. Dep. £2 2s. 

North Kesteven RDC.—Four houses at Waddington: 
six at Thorpe-on-the-Hill. J. Chadwick, surveyor, 
Clocketgate, Lincoln. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 9. 


*Chertsey UDC.—Public convenience at Hamm 
Moor playing field, Addlestone. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 


OCTOBER 10. 
*Corby UDC.—Public convenience in Town Centre. 
Clerk of Council. Dep. £2 2s. : 
*Slough BC.—Conveniences, Car Park, Wellington- 
st. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 12. 

*Cannock UDC.—{a) 48 houses at site No. 17d, Old 
Fallow estate; (b) 85 dwellings off Foster-ave.; (c) 28 
bungalows at site No. 50, Southbourne-ave.; (d) 28 
dwellings at site No. 64, Laburnum-ave. H. Wilcox, 
ARIBA, High Green, Cannock. Dep. £2 2s. each 
site. 

Upholland UDC.—16 flats on Alma Hill estate. 
J. T Iball. surveyor. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 14. 


*Bootle BC.—Alterations to No. 11, Breeze-hill as 
a short-stay children’s tome. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 17. 


Leicester City C.—Repair of 13 streets in the city. 
City S. Dep. £1 Is. 


OCTOBER 20. 


*Sunbury-on-Tuames UDC.—Storage, office and 
workshop buildings, and additions to existing depot, 
adjoining council offices. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 22. 
*Bedford BC. — 18 flats at Eastcotts-rd. housing 
estate. BE&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 26. 


*Southborough UDC.—Two houses and 24 flats at 
Lady’s Gift Farm housing site, Speldhurst-rd. Howes 
& Jackman, architects, 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, 
WCl1. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 7. 
Stroud UDC.—18 houses at Cashers Green. F. 
Foster Langley, E&S. 
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PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


SEPTEMBER 28. 


*tTorquay BC.—Redecoration of the interior of 
Pavilion Theatre auditorium. BS. Dep. £5 5s. 


OCTOBER 5. 
*Ormskirk UDC.—House fittings, sanitary ware and 
privet fencing. S. 
OCTOBER 12. 


*Southport BC.—Corrugated iron roof repairs at 
Cambridge Hall. BE. 


NO DATE. 


Walton-le-Dale UDC.—18 houses at 
estate. E&S, Bamber Bridge. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 30. 

*{Birmingham City C.—Various works for lay-out 
of approx. 15 acres as public playing fields. Gen. 
Manager, Parks Dept. 

West Kesteven RDC.—Woolsthorpe-by-Belvoir water 
supply. Elliott and Brown, consultant engineers, 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 


Mearygate 


Wolverhampton CB.—Making-up of _Cyprus-st. 
BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £1 Is. 
OCTOBER 2. 


Brierley Hill UDC.—Widening of Brierley Hill-rd., 
Wordsley—B4180. E&S, Hawbush House, Brierley 
Hill. Dep. £2 2s. ; 

Lancashire CC.—Construction and completion of 
roadworks in various private streets. County S, 
County Hall, Preston. Dep. £2. 


Staffs CC.—Widening and strengthening Filleybrooks 
Bridge, and re-aligning and regrading the carriage- 
way on the approaches. T. Evans, Clerk of Council, 
County-bldgs., Stafford. Dep. £5. 


OCTOBER 3. 


Penllyn RDC.—Sewerage and sewage-disposal works 
in the parish of Llandderfell, nr. Bala, Merioneth. 
Richards and Dumbleton, civil engineers, 45, Newhall- 
st., Birmingham 3. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 5 


Castle Donington RDC.—Hemington water supply 
extensions. Elliott and Brown, consultant engineers, 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s. 


North Cotswold RDC. — Site works at Stow-rd., 
Moreton-in-Marsh. S., Council Offices, Moreton-in- 
Marsh, Gloucestershire. Dep. £2 2s. 


Reading CB.—Watlington-st. surface water sewer. 
BS, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


Staines UDC.—Steel sheet piling at Town Hall. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Wallasey CB.—Completion of road works on 
housing site P6, Easterly extension, Section 1, 
Leasowe. BS, Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 


OCTOBER 9. 


North Devon Water Board.—Contract No. 44, about 
7,620 lin. yds. mains and 330 lin. yds. pipes from 
Highampton to Hatherleigh; contract No. 16, about 
7,750 lin. yds. pipes from Boasley Cross to Bratton 
Clovelly and Reed; contract No. 59a, about 14,500 
lin. yds. mains from Four Cross Roads to Tifton 
Down; contract No. 60a, about 11,415 lin. yds. mains 
from Ashwater to St. Giles-on-the-Heath. Rofe and 
Rafferty, engineers, 3, Victoria-st., Westminster. Dep. 
£2 2s. each tender. 


OCTOBER 12. 


Bridgewater BC.—About 1,800 yds. 
incidental works. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


Fife CC.—River Leven purification scheme, Con- 
tract No. 8. Blyth & Blyth, consultant engineers, 135, 
George-st., Edinburgh. Dep. £2 2s. 

+North Cotswold ‘ RDC.—Bourton-on-the-Water 
sewage disposal (modified) scheme. W. Herbert Bate- 
man & Ptnrs., Chesterfield House, Batheaston, Bath. 
Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by November 9. 

Smallburgh RDC.—Laying about 1,515 yds. mains 
in Honing parish, with ancillary works. W. Herbert 
Bateman & Ptnrs., engineers, Halifax House, Bank 
Plain, Norwich. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 16. 

Ministry of Transport (Roads Department).—Recon- 
struction of the St. Catherines-Strachur section of the 
Cairndow-Strachur-Toward road, route A815. Minis- 
try of Transport, Glenshellach-rd., Oban. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Salford City C.—Final site works at Ladywell Flats 
estate. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 20. 

Blackwell’ RDC.—(a) Laying and maintenance of 
about 1,600 yds. rc pipes, with appurtenant works; 
(b) settling, humus and digestion tanks, filters, etc. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

Yeovil RDC.—Treatment works and pumping 
station (cap. 2m. gals. per day) nr. Sutton Bingham. 
Herbert Lapworth Ptnrs., consultant engineers, 25, 
Victoria-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. £10. 


sewers and 


THE BUILDER 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Ealing.—ScHoo_.—Plans are being prepared for a 
secondary grammar school at Eliots Green, Northolt, 
estimated cost £165,770, by Middlesex County A. 

Epping.—ScHoo_.—Scheme for a C of E school at 
North Weald, estimated cost £40,000, is to be pre- 
pared by County A, Chelmsford. 


Hackney.—FLats.—BE proposes the erection of 32 
flats at Clapton Common. 


Harrow.—ScHooL.—Middlesex County. A proposes 
girls’ secondary school at Clamps Hill, at estimated 
cost £176,100. 

Hendon.—PoticeE Housinc.—BC have approved 
outline proposals by the Metropolitan Police for the 
development of a site on the south-west side of Finch- 
ley-rd. (Childs Hill Ward), near the junction with 
Cricklewood-la., by the erection of residential accom- 
modation for police officers. 


Hendon.—Housinc.—By-law permission has been 
given to R. Amesbury, Ltd., for the proposed erec- 
— of six houses at plots 1-6, Ashley-la., Mill Hill, 
NW7. 


Hendon.—SHorps AND FLats.—Erection of three 
shops with flats over at Monkville-par., Finchley-rd.,. 
Golders Green, NWI1I1, junction of Hurstwood-rd., 
proposed by Arthur H. C. Arnell, Ltd., 763a, Finch- 
lev-rd., NW11, has been given by-law permission. 

Hendon.—Civi_ DEFENCE CENTRE.—BE&S has sub- 
mitted plans for a proposed Civil Defence centre com- 
prising lecture hall, office, store, kitchen and sanitary 
accommodation, situate on the north side of Silk- 
stream-rd. 


Hendon.—DwELLING-HOUSES.—BC have approved a 
revised block plan showing re-siting of eight dwelling- 
houses at junction of Walmington Fold and Chancton- 
bury-way with Lullington Garth, N12, as proposed by 
G. W. Newman. - 


Mitcham.—AGED Persons’ Homes.—BC proposes 
the erection of 66 houses for aged persons on three 
sites. . 

Paddington.—Lisrary.—The erection of a children’s 
library at Queen Park is proposed by BE. 


Tottenham.—Houses.—Proposals for the erection 
of 32 houses on the Markfield estate, block 4, have 
been made by BS. 

Walton-on-Thames.—F.Lats.—Erection of 16 flats 
at Thrupps-la. is proposed by John Farmer, Ltd, 
bidrs., 45, Hanworth-rd., Sunbury. 

Wandsworth.—FLats.—Plans for a proposed three- 
storey block of flats in Allfarthing-la., and 12 houses 
in St. Ann’s-hill are being prepared by C. Lovett Gill. 
architect, 41, Russell-sq., WC1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—Plans submitted to BC:—Married 
quarters at Boyds-ave. for East Lancs Territorial & 
Aux. Forces Assoc.—14 houses at Quarry Hill for A. 
Spencer, 31, Bold-st. 


Alnwick.—Bills of quantities to be prepared by 
UDC for £100,000 Senna Wells water supply scheme. 
Consulting engineers, D. Balfour & Sons, 145, Pilgrim- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. - 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC propose purchase of site 
at Hazelhurst for erection of between 150 and 200 
houses. BS, A. Fisher. 

Belper.—RDC propose houses at Kilburn on six- 
acre site. 


Birmingham.—TC received immediate starting date 
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for construction of St. Martin’s Toll market ang 
underground car park, Phase 1, est cost, £134,000. 

Birmingham.—Moss Gear Co., Ltd., Chester-rd,, 
propose extensions to factory, £32,000 est. 

Blackburn.—MOS propose extensions at 
factory. 

Burnley.—EC approved in principle plans for Phase 
1 of extensions to Municipal College in 1954/5 pro- 
gramme, £151,000 est. 

Carlisle-—City C approved plans for proposed ante- 
natal clinic at City Maternity Hospital, for Newcastle 
Reg. Hospital Brd. Board’s Div. A, N. Edgar, 1, 
Lonsdale-st. 

Carlisle.—City C to let contract for reconstruction 
of Denton-st. 


Chester.—Directors of Chester Zoo propose new 
chimpanzee and monkey house. 

Consett.—Consett Iron Co., Ltd., to-sell property 
in Princess-st. to UDC for proposed bus stn. exten- 
sions. 

Cumberland.—CC propose 21 nurses’ homes on 
various sites. 

Cumberland.—CoE Authorities propose churches 


ROS 


‘at Barrow, Workington and Hensingham. 


Cumberland.—CC’s building programme for police 
houses includes provision of 95 dwellings to be built 
in yearly instalments of 16, 20, 20, 20 and 19.—Nurses’ 
houses proposed at Caldbeck, Hayton, Lamplugh, 
Houghton, Longtown and Threlkeld. Cty. A, J. H. 
Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 


Dewsbury.—BC propose negotiation of following 
housing contracts at Syke-la. estate, Harlow & Milner, 
Ltd., Warren Yard, Warrengate, Dewsbury, 122 
houses; Church-la/School-la. estate. Fell Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., 68 houses; Haywood & Peirson, 28, 
Bennett-la., Dewsbury, 50 houses; and S. Armitage & 
Sons, Ltd., 62, Town-st., Leeds, 30 houses. 


Easington.—RDC considering erection of 164 houses 
to rehouse slum dwellers. S, R. R. Lumsden. 


Farnworth.—TC approved layout for 381 houses at 
Highfield-rd. 

Gateshead.—TC authorised by Ministry to proceed 
with erection of 150 ‘‘ Dorran ’’ houses. Contractors 
will be Tarran, Ltd., Perth. BE, G. F. Winters. 


Halifax.—EC received approval for following schs, 
in 1954/5 programme:—lIllingworth RC sec., £140,250 
est.; day special sch. at Quarry House, Northowram. 

Hartlepool.—Newrick & Blackbell, John-st., Sunder- 
land, architects for factory alterations on Hartlepools 
trading estate for John B. Pillin, Ltd. 


Hexham.—RDC await official approval of proposed 
housing site at Humshaugh. Council’s architects, W. 
Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Cty. Councils of Durham and 
Northumberland ask Government to approve scheme 
for road tunnel under Tyne between Jarrow and How- 
don, est. cost £6m. 


Kenilworth.—_UDC propose adaptation of Dudley 
House, Abbey Hill, as aged persons’ home. 


Liverpool.—EC propose additional accommodation 
to two sec. mod. schs. at Speke.—TC approved 17 
houses at Speke-rd. and School-la., Woolton, for West 
Lancs Territorial & Aux. Forces Assoc., St. Georges- 
bldgs., Lime-st., Liverpool 1. 

Liverpool.—Hsg. Com. received sanction from 
MH&LG to spend £1,461,000 on nine housing schemes, 
including 756 houses at West Derby and 100 dwell- 
ings, assembly hall, 14 shops and 100 garages at 
Croxteth. 

Manchester.—New motor-car showrooms at Peter- 
st. for David Rosenfield, Ltd. Architects, Drury & 
Gomersall, Roxy Cinema, Oxford-rd.—ICI, Ltd., pro- 
pose library and lecture theatre at Crumpsall Vale, 
Blackley.—Offices over existing garages at Gorton-rd. 
and Vaughan-st., Ardwick, for Limmer & Trinidad 
Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd. Architects, Cruikshank & 
Seward, 16, Princess-st.—12 houses at Wythenshawe- 
rd., Baguley, for Harry Richards. Architects, Brazier 
& Hartington, 21, Market-st., Altrincham.—New in- 
strument production factory at Louisa-st., Openshaw, 
for Lawrence Scott Electromotors, Ltd. Architect, 
Harold F. V. Newsome, 36, Derby-rd., Heaton Moor. 
—Engineering factory at Shadow Moss-rd., Wood- 
house Park, Wythenshawe, for Sharston Engineering 
Co., Ltd. Architects, Cruikshank & Seward, 16, 
Princess-st.—Extensions comprising machine house, 
engineer’s shop, reel store and bridge over River Irk 
at Little Green Works, Collyhurst-rd. and Appleton- 
st., Collyhurst, for the Packing Materials Assoc., Ltd. 


. Architect, Frederick Hill, 14, Manchester-rd., Bury.— 


Petrol-filling and service stn. at Chester-rd. and Bridge- 
water Viaduct, Knott Mill, for Rootes Properties, 
Ltd. Architect, Gilbert Billimore.—Printing and 
stationery works on site bounded by Crown-st., Silver- 
st. and Southam-st., off Chester-rd., Knott Mill, for 
H. Snape & Sons, Ltd. Architects, Wilfred Thorpe & 
H. Hirst Smith, 65, Barton-arcade, Deansgate.—Re- 
building of glassworks at Lees-st., Pigeon-st. and 
Whittles Croft, Ancoats, for Berlyne Bailey & Co. 
Architect, Peter Cummings, Jacey House, Oxford-st.— 
Manchester Garages, Ltd., propose extensions to 
showrooms at site adjoining present works, Wilmslow- 
rd.—Factory and offices at Leestone-rd., Northenden, 
for Callon & Co., Ltd. Architects, Albert A. Edwards 
& Major R. Bull, 91, High-st., Cheadle, Ches. 


Middleton.—BC approved plans: 17 houses at High- 
field-st., for Mr. F. Cooke, 123, Norman-st.—River- 
side Extension No. 4 to cotton mill at Hilton Fold- 
la., for Cromer Ring Mill (1919), Ltd.—Alterations 8 
White Hart Inn, 86, Rochdale-rd., for J. W. Lees 
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Co. (Brewers), Ltd., Middleton Junction.—Extension 
and rebuilding of NW _ Laboratory office at Spring 
Vale Works, for Yorkshire Dyeing and Proofing Co., 
Ltd. 
Morpeth.—Plans prepared for building of two ward 
blocks for 80 women patients at St. George’s Hospital. 
Plans by Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd. A, 
p. K. Knighton, ‘* Dunira.”’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle. 


Morpeth.—Approval given for building of hotel for 
Jobling, est. cost £16,000. Architect, S. H. Lawson, 
Emerson-chbrs., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Airport Com. to recommend 
City C to expend £150,000 on improving city airport 
at Woolsington. City E, P. Parr.—A. J. Wares, 
Ltd., South Shields, acquired 16 to 18, Hood-st., 
Newcastle, for alterations and adaptation for show- 
rooms and warehouses. Architects, T. A. Page, Son 


. & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields.—City C. received 


Joan sanction £12,000 for stage one of proposed 
stadium on Ouseburn Tip.—City C to let contract for 
converting premises in New Bridge-st. into occupa- 
tional centre. Plans by W. Hand, City Estate & 
Property S, Town Hall.—Erection of presbytery in 
Stotts-rd., for Rev. M. Campbell. Architect, Robert 
Burke, Lambton House, Lambton-rd., Jesmond. City 
C recommended to take steps to acquire 385 acres of 
land at Westerhope. There will be accommodation for 
over 5,000 houses in addition to schools, shops, etc. 
City A, George Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Schemes for two dry docks 
approved by River Tyne Improvement Commission. 
Estimated cost over £lm., and work will begin soon. 
Swan, Hunter, and Wigham Richardson, Wallsend, to 
build dry dock 715 ft. long, and Brigham Cowans, 
South Shields, have plans for dry dock 665 ft. long. 
§mith’s Dock Co. to extend their deep-water quay at 
North Shields. 

Northallerton.—Baptist authorities are in touch with 
UDC regarding site for church on Council’s housing 
estate. 

Northallerton.—Walter Thompson, Ltd., builders, 
have offered to erect 20 houses in Ainderby-rd. on 
behalf of Council. ; 

North Riding.—CC authorised to spend £9,800 to 
complete provision of home for aged people at Oak 
Mount, Northallerton.—Leathart Son & Tingay, 49, 
Welbeck-st., W1, appointed architects by EC for pro- 
posed Thirsk gram. and mod. sch.—EC to obtain 
tenders for erection of Eastfield cty. mod. sch. 
Architects, Gollins, Melville & Ward, 15, Manchester- 
sq., WI. 

Oldbury.—BC propose flats on Stone-st./Lodge-st. 
area. 

Pelaw-on-Tyne.—Pelaw Hertfordshire House Com- 
munity Assoc. plan erection of hall with accommoda- 
tion for 300 people, stage and dressing-rooms. Work 
expected to start next spring. 


Redcar.—TC to erect 80 houses on Lakes estate, 
and contracts will be let shortly. Work to be in five 
contracts. BE, R. Hilton. 


Scalby.—UDC propose 12 flats in two blocks. 


Sheffield.—Derbyshire CC propose new sch. at 
Birley-la. 

Sheffield.—TC approved 2,000 flats at Norfolk Park 
district. 

Southport.—BC approved amended layout for 210 
houses, 34 flats, six aged persons’ dwellings and six 
maisonettes at, Radnor-dr. and Emmanuel-rd. 


Stanley (Co. Durham).—J. H. Napper, 56, Eldon- 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne, appointed architect by North- 
Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., Gateshead, for pro- 
posed additions to factory occupied by Webwear 
(Stanley), Ltd. 


’ Sunderland.—TC allowed to erect 628 houses during 


second half of this year.—TC approved plans by W. & 
T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., for converting former 
vicarage into licensed premises for Vaux & Assoc. 
Breweries, Ltd.—Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, prepared 
plans for erection of houses for disabled persons.—TC 
received following loan sanctions: £29,740 for 22 houses 
on Castletown site; £17,952 for purchase of 150 acres 
of land at Farringdon; £41,238 for 36 houses at Castle- 
town; £256,997 for 198 houses at Castletown; £21,537 
for reconstruction works in Ryhope-rd., Chester-rd. 
and Hylton-rd.; and £28,180 for converting Hylton-rd. 
tram depot into motor-bus depot. 

Todmorden.—BC received Ministry approval for 38 
houses and 48 flats at Hallroyd estate. 


_Towcester.—RDC to prepare plans for modernisa- 
tion of 17 houses at Vernon-rd., Towcester.—Ministry 
approved layout plans for six houses at Lichborough. 


Tynemouth.—TC to demolish property in Front-st. 
for erection of shops; and also propose to lay out sites 
in East-st. and Kenners-dr. for erection of blocks of 
houses and maisonettes. Plans by Boro’ S, D. M. 
O’Herlihy. 

Walsall.—BC propose erection of 1,300 houses at 
Mossley estate, Bloxwich. 


Warrington.—Plans submitted to BC:—Extensions to 
offices at Church-st., for Thomas Locker & Co., Ltd. 
Architects, Massey & Greaves, Warrington.—Eight 
houses at Chester-rd., for W. Bestwick, Ltd. 

Wem.—RDC -propose following in 1953/4 pro- 
stamme:—45 houses at Prees, 55 at Shawbury, 20 at 
Aston Park, six at Clive and four each at Hadnall, 
Ash, Grinshill, Yorton and Aston. 

West Hartlepool.—TC propose to build blocks ot 
ison cleared site in the town. Plans by Boro’ A, 

. Sinclair. 
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Whitehaven.—Cumberland CC approved 
ciple new health centre, £50,000 est. 


Worcester.—EC propose extensions to girls’ gram. 
sch. QS, Watkins & Decker, 13, Gray’s Inn-sq., WC1. 

Wrexham.—BC received approval for new sec. sch., 
Phase I, £90,000 est., and Phase II, £47,250 est. 


in prin- 


TENDERS 


Denotes accepted. 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


at—-> # 


Ashington.—Erection of 80 houses in Darnley-rd., 
for UDC. Surveyor, M. Jameson: *Direct Labour. 


Birmingham.—Reconstruction of premises at Cam- 
den-st., for Bulpitt & Sons, Ltd.: *C. Bryant & Son, 
Ltd., 65, Whitmore-rd., Birmingham. 


Bootle.—74 dwellings at Netherton estate. for BC: 
*§. Byron, 9, Graburn-rd., Formby. 

Bramhope.—Extensions to Methodist Church sch., 
for Trustees: *Mr. Frank Marston, Rodley. 


Bridgwater.—16 houses for BC. J. D. Blacklock, 
ARIBA, Boro’ A: *J. Standerwick & Sons, Ltd., 
Taunton-rd., Bridgwater, £21,383. 


Carlisle.—Additions to drapery stores, Castle-st., for 
Bulioughs & Co., Ltd.: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston- 
rd., Carlisle. 

Carlisle-—Work has started on new workshops for 
the blind at Petteril Bank. Architects, Johnston & 
Wright, 13, Castle-st., Carlisle: *John Laing & Sons, 
Dalston-rd., Carlisle, £25,000. ; 

Consett.—Erection of 30 houses, for UDC: *Direct 
Labour. 


Easington.—Erection of 18 houses at Murton, 16 
“ — and 16 at Wheatley Hill, for RDC: *Direct 
abour. 


Greenock.—Plans prepared for new pavilion at the 
Wellington Park, and the reinstatement of the pavilion 
at the Broomhill Park. Robert L. Rankine, Master 
of Works Offices, Hamilton-st., Greenock: *William 
Steel, Ltd., Greenock, £5,194 and £3,570. 


Hendon.—Erection of 119 houses and the pro- 
vision of roads and sewers on the Spur-rd. housing 
site, for BC: tRoger Malcolm, Ltd.. £205,524. 

Herefordshire.—Alton-st. hospital, Ross-on-Wye. 
Adaptations to form new female staff quarters, for 
Birmingham Reg. Hospital Brd.: *David Sherratt, 
Bath-st., Hereford. 

Hexham.—Construction of tractor distribution 
centre for J. P. Pickering, Orchard House, Priest- 
popple, Hexham. Architect, J. Angus, 21, 
Lovaine-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Direct Labour. 


Isle of Man.—Erection of shops and offices at Duke- 
st. and Lord-st., Douglas, for Co-operative Society, 
Ltd.: *Direct Labour. 


Llandudno.—26 flats and 23 houses at Tre Creud- 
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dyn estate, for UDC: *Frank Tyldesley, Queen’s-rd., 
Craig y Don, Llandudno, £63,175. 

(London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended September 12:— 

Construction of hardstandings, etc.: J. Jarvis & 
Sons, Ltd., 239, Vauxhall Bridge-rd., London, SW1. 
Heating Services: The Brightside Foundry & 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Craven House, Northumber- 


Jand-ave., London, WC2. General maintenance 
work: R. Corben & Son, Ltd., 2, Pelham-st., 
Hastings, Sussex; John Tinline, Ltd., Parker-st., 


Sawmills, Bury, Lancs.; Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., 
231, Yeading-la., Hayes, Middx.; W. A. Gale, Ltd., 
151, Linacre-la., Bootle. Liverpool, 20. 

London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
the Metropolitan Police:— 

External painting and repairs, redecoration of 
kitchen at Oxgate Court, Coles Green-rd., NW2: 
*J. W. Cooper & Sons, £629. External painting 


, and repairs, internal redecorations at Abbotshall-ave., 


ny Way, New Southgate: *Stapleton & Sons, Ltd., 
{London (MoW).—Contracts 
during week ended September 5:— 


London: 555-557, High-rd., Tottenham, N, altera- 
tions to form branch post office, E. H. Burgess, Ltd., 
34, Grosvenor-gdns., SW1; Government-bldgs., Site 
2, Shed 32, Kidbrooke, asbestos lining to underside 
of roof, W. and M. Negus, Ltd., Station Works, 
James-st., SE1; Somerset House, Strand, WC2, in- 
ternal painting, Sykes & Son, Ltd., 8, Essex-st., 
Strand, WC2; Archway Telephone Exchange, N4, 
new apparatus room, Marshall Andrews & Co., Ltd., 
31, Queen Anne’s-gate, SW1; Barnsbury-sq., Isling- 
ton, erection of 6 prison commission houses, Sabey 
& Son, Islington, Ltd., 100, Great Russell-st., WC1: 
GPO Headquarters Building, St. Martins-Le-Grand, 
EC1, internal and external decoration, J. W. Green 
(Painters), Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., Wimbledon, SW19. 

Berkshire: Howbery Park, Wallingford, erection of 
main hall, Turriff Construction Corporation, Ltd., 
Budbrooke-rd., Warwick. Gloucestershire: NSHC 
Hostel, Babdown, nr. Tetbury, internal decorations, 
Downing, Rudman & Bent, Ltd., Old-rd., Chippen- 
ham, Wilts. Staffordshire: PO Repair Depot, Cose- 
ley, nr. Wolverhampton, erection of marston 
shedding, M. A. Boswell (Contractors), Ltd., School- 
st.,-Wolverhampton. Kent: Police Training College, 
Sandgate, external and internal decorations, Fuller 
& Sons (Folkestone), Ltd., 21, Victoria-gr., Folke- 
stone. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended September 5, 1953:— 

Lanarkshire: Building, L. K. Mackenzie & Ptnrs., 
Ltd., Glasgow. Cornwall: Road repairs, W. & J. 
Glossop, Ltd., Exeter. Hampshire: Painting and 
decorating, Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., Ash, nr. Alder- 


placed by MoW 


shot. Berkshire: Building, Frank Batty and Smith, 
Ltd., London, W2. Oxfordshire: Building, Bartlett 
Bros., Ltd., Witney. Berkshire: Building, E. C. 


Hughes, Ltd., Wokingham. Wiltshire: Painting and 
decorating, Spraycraft Co., Ltd., Bromley; building, 
Downing Rudman and Bent, Ltd., Chippenham. 
Essex: Building, Jas. C. Flaxman & Sons, Ltd., 
Southend-on-Sea. Berkshire: Building, T. F. Nash 
(Construction), Ltd., Hayes, Middlesex. Warwickshire: 
Civil engineering, Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Wolver- 
hampton. 4Herefordshire: Building, Bayley Bros. 
(Hereford), Ltd., Hereford. Cheshire: Preservation 
of hutting, Berry Wiggins & Co., Ltd.. London. EC4. 

Malvern.—52 houses at Pound Bank site, for UDC. 
C. C. Judson, BSc (Eng), AMICE, MIMunE, 
AMIWE, S & Water E, The Council House, Malvern: 
*Thos. Broad, Ltd., Graham-rd., Malvern. 

Middlesbrough.—Construction of roads and sewers 
in hard core and tarmacadam on the Park End site 
(Second Development), for TC. BE, J. A. Kenyon: 
*Direct Labour, £203,000. 

Newcastle.—Erection of a garage and store in New- 
ton-rd., for the North Heaton Co.: *Wilfrid Marshall, 
Ltd., Eldon-sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


New Hunstanton.—Twelve bungalows with paths, 
fences and drains on Hill-st. site extension, for UDC. 
Ellis Middleton, AMICE, FRICS, LRIBA, architect, 
Central-chbrs., 1, Norfolk-st., King’s Lynn. Quanti- 
ties by Davis, Belfield & Everest, Norwich: *F. W. 
Shanks, Ltd., Hunstanton, £13,159 (subject to 
Ministry approval). 

Northampton.—Erection of special houses to the de- 
sign of DSIR, for BC: *T. Wilson & Son, Ltd., 67. 
Sheep-st.. Northampton. 

North Riding.—Erection of health clinic, nurse’s 
flat, garage, in Train-la., Pickering, for CC. Plans 
by Cty. A, H. J. Knowles, County Hall, Northaller- 
ton: *Jaram & Son, Gladstone-st., Scarborough, 
£10,422. 

Plymouth.—48 flats at Notte-st.,' for City C. 
H. J. W. Stirling, ARIBA, City A: *Wakeham Bros., 
Ltdé., Friary Yard, Knighton-rd., Plymouth, £72,549. 

Rainford.—Four houses on Bank Villas site. for 
UDC: *P. M. Hayes, Rainford, £4,606. 


Roxburghshire.—Alterations and additions at Bow- 
mont-st., Kelso, for clinic welfare bldgs. W. F. Milne, 
ARIBA, ARIAS, architect, County-chbrs., Newton, St. 
Boswells, Roxburghshire. Excavation, brick, build- 
ing and allied works: *R. & J. Grieve, Ltd., Maxton, 
St. Boswells. Plumbing, sanitary engineering, slating 
and allied works: *R. & W. Charters, Ltd., Kelso. 
Joinery, carpentry, glazing and allied works: *J. Black, 
Stickhill, Kelso. Plaster, lathing, roughcasting and 
allied works: *R. & W. Charters, Ltd., Kelso. Paint- 
ing, decorating and allied works: *J. Tomlison, Kelso. 








456 


Electrical fittings, installation and allied works: *A. 
Arnot, Dunbar, East Lothian. 


St. Helens.—Erection of Parr Flat cty. inf. sch., for 
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THE BUILDER 


EC: *J. Yearsley & Sons, Ltd., Fenton-st., St. Helens. 


Scarborough.—Erection of proposed Eastfield cty. 
jun. sch., for North Riding EC. Architects, S. W. 
Milburn & Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sunderland. Quan- 
tity S, T. H. Rae, 5, Belford-ter., Sunderland: *E. 
Hunter (Scarborough), Ltd., Beaconsfield-st., Scar- 
borough, £38,301. 


Stockport.—Extensions to offices at Greg-st., for 
Contractors (Manchester), Ltd.: *Direct Labour. 


Sunderland.—Rebuilding of factory in Hadrian-st., 
for Dunwoodie & Co., Ltd. Architects, Newrick & 
Blackbell, John-st., Sunderland: *J. Parsons, Ltd., 
Houghton-le-Spring. 

Sunderland.—Erection of 156 houses at Grindon 
Village, for TC. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange 
House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *L. W. Evans, Ltd., 
Norfolk-st., Sunderland, £179,660. 


Swansea.—Erection of new head offices at Cradock- 
st., Swansea, for the South-West Wales Savings Bank. 
Architects, H. A. Ellis & Son, 6, Wind-st., Swansea. 
Quantity Surveyor, B. W. Ellis, FRICS, 2, De La 
Beche-st., Swansea: *E. Turner & Sons, Ltd., Walter- 
rd., Swansea. 

Swansea.—Rebuilding of the Forward Movement 
Presbyterian Church at Port Tennant, for the Trustees. 
Architect, C. A. Hughes, LRIBA, 51, Walter-rd.’, 
Swansea. Quantity Surveyor, B. W. Ellis, FRICS, 
2, De La Beche-st., Swansea: {L. H. Samuel, Ltd., 
Landore Yard, Swansea. 

Ware.—29 houses (two contracts), for UDC. W. J. 
Davis, E&S. Contract No. 17 (four houses): *G. 
Davies & Sons (Broxbourne), Ltd., The Spinney, St. 


Margaret’s, Herts, £6,089. Contract No. 19 (25 
rng *Mustoe Bros., Burford-st., Hoddesdon, 
£35,293. 
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Warrington.—Houses at Orford estate, for BC: +P 
Berry & Son (Warririgton), Ltd., Causeway Works 
Warrington, £30,200 (24); *H. Smart, 181, Padgate. 
la., Warrington, £12,590 (10); *Clough & Gaskell 
Ltd., Billinge-rd., Sawmills, Wigan, £40,669 (32): 
*J. R. Ashall, Ltd., Greenway, Warrington, £22,653 
(18); *Osborne & Co. (Warrington), Ltd., Thelwajj 
New-rd., Warrington, £25,176 (20). Erection of family 
group homes, for B.C. Two at Park-rd. and Harri. 
son-sq: *J. R. Ashall, Ltd., £7,815. 


*Wednesfield.—Council Offices for UDC. Architects 
Cleland & Huyward, Waterloo-rd., Wolverhampton’ 
T. A. Peacock, E&S. *W. Sharratt, Ltd., Church-la,, 
Wolverhampton. 


West Bromwich.—Birmingham Co-operative Society 
propose new milk depot at Roebuck-la.: *Direc} 
Labour. 


Worcester.—Development of Market Hall as a shop. 
ping arcade, for TC: *Norman Sinclair, Ltd., London, 
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